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TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 



III 



GREECE and in ASIA, 



CHAP. LXXXIL 

Reflections of Anterior*— The two friends arrive at 
Babylon*— Manners of its inhabitants .—The 
Babylonian cofmogony and temples. 

"P ha nor, whofe heart ftill vibrated with plea- 
•* fure, parted from me to take a folitary 
ramble in the neighbouring groves, while I re- 
mained fitting in the boat to contemplate the 
beauty of the night. 

In no country or climate have I ever beheld 
fo fine a nofturnal fcene. Thefhades of night, like 
a tranfparent veil, but half concealed the objedts 
they pbfcured j and through thepureand liquid 

vol. in. * azure 



2 THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOft 

azure of heaven I viewed the luftre of the 
twinkling ftars, which appeared larger than in 
any country where I had ever travelled. I am 
indeed by no means furprifed that the Chakteans 
were the firft aftronomers. It was natural for 
thofe peaceful and unoccupied (hepherds, in the 
filent calm of a brilliant night, to fix their eyes 
on the magnificent dome above them> to purfue 
the courfc of the ftars, to obferve with minute 
attention their reiterated journies, and hence, by 
degrees, to guefe at the true theory of the 
heavens. 

Thus did I enjoy the refrefhing cool of the 
atmofphere, the gende murmurs of the waves 
that fported round my bark, the majeftic fplcn- 
dor of the ftarry firmament,, that heart-en- 
chanting folitude which enraptures every fenle> 
concentrates the mind within irfclf, and*makes 
the foul of man an univerfc of joy. Thus I gave 
a loofe to my reflexive powers ; fomctimes lan- 
guilhing into luxurious melancholy, fomctimes 
exalted into ecftatic delight. <c Who/' faid I* 
« has created this immenfity of ftars, of funs^ and 
of planets ? Who but an all-powerful God t 
What is he ? Alas I I know not, I compre- 
hend him not I Has he created matter, or is it 
eternal ? Alas ! this too is involved in impe- 
netrable myftery ! What a wonderful enigma 

is 
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fe man ! Why docs he luffer fo much evil ? 
Is it through fome fault, fome crime he has com- 
mitted ? Surely not ! He is born with pafiions 
that command him, and involuntarily hurry him 
on in the purfuit of pleafures which end in his 
deftru&ion ! Is every thing that is, then, 
right ? Certainly hot* firice man experiences fo 
large a portion of evil, and fo constantly groans 
under a load of mifery. Yet at the prefent 
moment I am happy. For the prefent, then, 
whatever ^ is is right i but to-morrow and 
to-morrow what events await me ? Alas ! I 
know not : and befides I fee few around me 
who ate not miferable and wretched. But 'tis faid 
the evil fuffered by man is a confequence of the 
general order, the univerfal impulfc of Nature. 
What! and was he who has formed innumerable 
funs and worlds unable to produce a perfeft 
work? Was he unable to eftablifh univerfal 
harmony without awakening the jar of difcord 
in my bofom ? No> I cannot believe it. Our 
vices, our perverfities, and our pride are indeed 
the real caufes of our fufferings. But was I the 
caufe and author of theTe vices and of this pride, 
which fpring up in the inmoft receflies of my 
foul, like vipers' and reptiles from ftagnanc 
marfhes ? Is, then, our exiftence a benefit ? Alas ! 
if wt take a finf-vey of Kfe* the evils of infancy, 

* a* tht 
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the paflions and errors of youth, the infirm- 
ities and decrepitude of age, the ficknefs, cares, 
folicitudes, regrets, and alarms that conftantly 
purfue our fteps and furround our path at every 
period, till it ends in the horrors of the 
tomb, the very idea of which makes us fhudder ; 
fuch is the fatal fucceflion of events that awaits 
us in our career. Yet even amidft thefe 
gloomy fcenes of affli&ion moments of joy there 
are, and flafhes of delight, which dart acrofs the 
orbit of mifery, as through the clouds of chill- 
ing winter the fun fometimes darts his animating 
and confolatory rays on afflidted and drooping 
Nature." 

Thefe reflections drew the dark veil of grief 
over my mind, till at length they terminated in 
the wretch's confolation, fleep. Then, at leaft, 
I felt happy, while enjoying infenfible repofe j if 
that can be called happinefs which is but the ab- 
fence both of pain and pleafure. 

As we entered Babylon we were filled with 
aflonilhment. What a contraft between the 
mean and gloomy appearance of Jerufalem, and 
thefe fplendid abodes— this proud queen o/ 



cities 



The Euphrates, which traverfes Babylon, is 
adorned with magnificent quays, and we walked 
beneath tents of purple. Near every fountain 
,. we 
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we faw many a focial group enjoying the cool 
fhade of the furrounding foliage, and eating 
frozen liquors beneath the branches. 

The enjoyments of unoccupied repofc, the 
convivial pleafures of the table, the fweets of fe- 
male fociety, and the various public amufements, 
are the chief objefts that employ the leifure and 
the thoughts of the Babylonians, and form their 
moft intercfting purfuits. The fair fex confider 
fidelity in love as an infupportable trammel, and 
a violation of the firft law of Nature. The men 
wear a tunic of linen, extending to their heels ; 
over this another of wool; and above this, 
wrap themfelves in a little white cloak. They 
fuffer their hair to grow, cover their head 
wich a turban, and rub their bodies with per- 
fumes. They all carry a fignet and a cane in 
their hands, mounted with a knob in the fhape 
of an apple, a rofe, a lily, or fome other orna- 
ment; being prohibited the ufe of walking- 
fticks without fome charadteriftic fymbol. The 
drefs of the rich and great is gold tiflue, purple, 
and (ilk. The women, in particular, difplay the 
moft unparalleled luxury ii\ theirs. Their hair 
is interwoven with flowers, ftudded with jewels, 
perfumed with efiences, and Joofely flowing on 
their fhoulders, fports with the refreshing breeze. 
They are never feen on foot in the ftreets, for 
? 3 they 
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they can only walk on carpets, and their garden? 
walks are ftrewed with the finjeft faod. Eyeqi 
among the men, thofe who enjoy stny rank ojr 
diftin&ion would on no account appear abroad on 
foot. 

While attentively obferying every paffenger, 
I remarked that fome faluted each other by kiff- 
ing their lips, others on the cheek, and others 
proftrating themfelves before the perfonagc they 
met. This variety in their manners excited my 
curiofity, and I foon learnt that the firft was the 
folutation of equals; the fecond that of perfons, 
one of whom was fomewhat fuperior to the 
other ; and the laft, that of a great degree of in- 
feriority. 

But the moft (hiking custom we obferved was 
the number of fick perfons brought into the pub- 
lic fquarcs to confult the paffengers, who exa- 
mine them, and prefcribe remedies, each ac- 
cording to his particular knowledge or prejudices, 
Phanor and myfelf were called upon by feveral. 
I ordered ohe, who was loaded with grofs hu- 
mours, to go on foot every morning at day- 
break, for a month, to drink the waters of a 
fountain fifty ftadia from the city. I met him 
fifteen or fixteen days after, perfe<5tly reftoredto 
health, and with a frelh and florid look.* He 
thanked me warmly for the advice I had given 

him i 
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him ; attributing to the virtues of the water the 
benefit he derived from conftant and regular ex- 
crcife. 

On inquiring the reafon of this coftqra, we 
were told, that at Babylon were no profefled 
phyficiana, but every one had the privilege of 
curing or killing his patient as he pleafed. Yet 
the Babylonians are as long-lived as other nations, 
and have very few infirmities. Phanor, who 
was abroad from morning to night, foon made 
the acquaintance of one of the principal fa- 
traps, a defcription of whom will give a general 
idea of the manners of the Affyrians. 

Arfames, though naturally pofleflcd of a good 
underftanding, judged erroneoufly on almoft 
every fubjeft ; and though in {us youth he had 
been furrounded with a hoft of matters, yet he 
knew little or nothing. Originally bleflcd with 
the advantages of an attra&ive perfon and 
a robutt conftitution, his health was ruined at 
thirty years of age, his face wrinkled, and his 
head bald. Though heir to an immenfe fortune, 
he was loaded with debts ; and though once a 
paffionate admirer of the fair, he no longer felc 
the flighted inclination for their charms. Though 
greedy of pleafure, he wasfatiated with enjoyment; 
jand though a votary of pomp and magnificence, 
Hiajgnifijceijce arjd pomp now only excited his dif- 

? 4 gufc 
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guft. The country fatigued by its famenefs, the 
town by its tumultuous agitation. The talents 
of his cotemporaries degenerated, and to him the> 
works that came out from day to day were 
mere imitations, deftitute of merit or invention, 
©r bungling plagiarifms of trite and hackneyed 
thoughts. Places of amufement were detcftable, 
lbciety tirefdme and impertinent, and the women 
without charms, graces, or attractions. Yet 
Arfames had five or fi* miftreffes, ran from one 
place of amufement to another, loaded his pa r 
lace with vafes, ftatues, and pi&ures, and had 
many fine houfes both in town and country. A1J 
tjvefe, hoiyever, he enjoyed with the fame indif- 
ference and infenfibility with which the bulk of 
mankind behold the jneridjan fuijt in the pure 
azure of the heavens. 

He invited us to fup with one of his miftreffes, 
j?amed Azemai f c For," faid he, " we are not 
fuch favages here as in the reft of Afia. Our 
women live among us, and fup with our friends." 
When we entered the houfe, he afked whether 
Azeroa was alone, and was told fhe was with her 
mqfic- matter. He fmiled at this reply, and faid 
to us, " Would you imagine this mufician, who 
is but four feet high, and as ugly as Arimanes, 
dares to rival me, and that fuccefsfully ? I am 
junufed with their artifices and contrivances, 

and 
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and appear to be their dupe, to fave myfclf 
the trouble of reproaching them, or pretending 
to be jealous." - 

Azetna was a little woman, of a dark com- 
plexion, and a countenance full of animated ex- 
preffion. Her eyes fparkled with voluptuoufnels 
and wit, of which (he had a copious (hare. But 
(he knew the power it gave her ; and this (he 
conftantly abufed, by fatirizing, at random, every 
work of art and genius. Hence, too, (he was 
fond of relating anecdotes and hiftories, which 
Ihe did with point and elegance, though not al- 
ways in the mod appropriate language. She 
alked us whether we had feen the temple of Bc- 
lus, the firft divinity of the Aflyrians. " Yes, 
faid I, "and have admired the immenfe trca- 
fures it contains; the coloflal ftatue of the god, 
which is forty feet high ; and have gone over the 
obfervatory which (lands in the middle of the edi- 
fice."— « I have heard/' faid Arfames, ** of a 
famous Jupiter in one of the towns of Greece. 
Will you favour me with a defcription of it ?" — 
u It is at Olympia," faid I, " and is the work 
of Phidias, one of our moft eminent fculptors. 
It is fixty feet high ; and although fitting on a 
throne, almoft touches the roof of the temple." 
— " So that were he to rife," faid Arfames, 
ft he would unrpof the building."—*' Your cri- 

ticifm," 
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ticifm," faid I, cc is juft and unanfwerable. 
Above the throne, and over the head of the god, 
Phidias has placed on one fide the three Graces, 
and on the other three of the Hours. The 
Hours are daughters of Jupiter, and guard the 
gates of heaven. On the bafe, and under the 
feet of Jupiter, are gilt lions, and a reprefenta- 
tionof thebatde of Thefeus with the Amazons. 
The pideftal on which this fplendid mafs is 
placed is enriched with a great variety of orna- 
ments. On one fide the fkilful and learned artift 
has engraved, in gold, Phoebus driving the 
chariot of the fun j and on the other, Jupiter 
and Juno. Next to Jupiter is one of the Graces, 
with Mercury, and Vefta. Venus appears juft 
rifen from the fea, is received by Cupid, and 
crowned by Pitho, the goddefs of perfuafion, 
who adds eloquence and power to the charms 
and fafcinations of beauty. In the fame bafs- 
relief are alfo feen Apollo, Diana, Minerva, and 
Hercules. 

" It is faid that Phidias, having completed his 
work, prayed to Jupiter to give him fome flight 
token of approbation; and that immediately 
the pavement of the temple was ftruck with 
thunder. The pedeftal is furrounded with a 
circle of black marble, with a rim or ledge to 
keep off the oil with which the pavement of the 

temple 
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/temple is continually wafhed, and to prcfervc 
fht ivory from being injured by moifture. At 
Athens, on the contrary, the temple of Minerva 
is wafhed with water, being fituated in a, very 
dry and elevated fpot to preferve the ivory from 
too parching a drought. 

€ * This Jupiter is a, mafter-piece of the art, and 
one of the wonders of the world 5 and it i& 
Scarcely poffible to view it without being fcized 
with emotion, as if contemplating the god 
himfelf." 

cc I will defcribe to you/' faid Arfames, cf our 
cofmogony, and the aftonilhing hiftory of Belus, 
the god of the Chaldaeans. It is faid feveral 
monfters were generated 4 by Chaos, and became 
obedient to a woman named Omerca ; that the 
god Belus cut this woman in two parts, and of 
thefe formed heaven and earth j that afterwards 
all thefe animals dying, and Belus having formed 
the world, and peopled it with other animals, 
caufed his own head to be cut off. The reft of the 
gods then bathed the earth with his blood, and 
thence fprang men endued with intelligence, and 
pofleffing a portion of the divinity."— " It will 
perhaps furprife you," faid Azema, " to hear 
that this god was my firft admirer, and deprived 
me of my virginity." I gallantly replied, that 
it had juftly been bellowed on a god, and was 

above 
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above all mortal price, " But tell me, I befeech 
you, in what form does your god thus gathethis 
rofe-buds ? for our Jupiter metamorphofes him-! 
felf, on thcfe occafions, into a bull> a fwan, or 
a golden fhower."— " Belus," faid Azema, 
" is lefs changeable, and afiumes no other fhape 
than that of a common man, in which he every 
night honotirs fome virgin by admitting her to 
his bed ; and happy, if we may believe the 
priefts, is (he who obtains the envied preference : 
for fhe draws on herfelf and her family the dew 
of heavenly grace, and the fpecial favour of the 
divinity. My mother," continued fhe/ cc was 
beginning to grow old in thefe prejudices when I 
became marriageable, at which period Ihe went to 
the temple and offered myperfon to this licentious 
god. Three venerables examined me attentive- 
ly, then threw themfelvcs at the feet of the ftatue 
of Belus, and prefently declared that my offering 
was accepted. My mother, who was overjoyed 
at the news, was ordered to bring me to the 
temple on the third day of the moon, as foon as 
Night had rolled her dufky car over the towers 
of Babylon. When the appointed day arrived I 
drcfTed myfelf in my moft elegant apparel, de- 
corated my head with a chaplet of flowers, per- 
fumed myfelf with effences, and was attended by 
my mother to the temple of Belus, where a prieft 

received 
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received us, and ordered us to afcend a flight of 
fteps into the chapel. There my mother placed 
me in a magnificent bed ; and having given me 
feveral ftri£ charges, left me alone in total dark- 
nefs, and palpitating with fear. 

" She had been gone about half an hour, 
when the chamber was fuddenly filled with a de- 
licious perfume, which announced the prefence 
of the god ; and the ceiling opening, difcovered 
a brilliant light. Prefently my curtains clofed 
fpontaneoufly, and the light difappeared, while 
my ears caught the footfteps of the deity, who 
approached and entered my bed. Gods 1 hovr 
I was terrified and difmayed! My whole 
frame was petrified with horror and affright! 
Alas ! poor god, how I loathed his embraces I 
I have fincc difcovered, however, that it was the 
prefident of the college who on this occafion 
perfonated Belus *. 

" The 

• This cuftom ftill exifrs in the country of Jagarnaut in the 
£aft Indies. An annual feftival is there celebrated during 
eight days, and the number of pilgrims often exceeds two 
hundred thoufand. A fuperb machine of wood, on fix 
wheels, is brought out for the veneration of the pious, and on 
this triumphant car, which is decorated with the mod ridicu- 
lous figures, and drawn by fixty men, is placed the ftatue of 
a god, who is removed from one temple to another. This 
procefiion always cofts a great number of lives* Some 
are fqaeezed to death by the crowd ; others voluntarily 
throw themfelres beneath the wheels of the car, to b* 

cruihed 
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" The next day my mother came to fetch mtf 
home, and eagerly inquired whether I had been 
honoured with a vifit from the divinity. My 
anfwer gave her the higheft joy and delight, and 
lhe warmly congratulated me on my happinefs i 
but from that time I have entertained a very 
mean idea of the gods as lovers/* Phanor told 
her, that if the gods did not become men in her 
arms, at lead men would become gods there. 
This gallant compliment extorted a fmile from 
Azema, and a grimace from her little inftru&or 
in the harmonic art. 

After liftening to this interefting tale, we 
talked of the worftiip of the fun, of the great 
Oromazes, the principle of good, and Arimanes, 
the caufc and author of all the ills that afflift 
mankind. The former is the fon of Light, the 
latter of Darknefs. " Hence/' faid Arfames, 
cc we worfhip the fun, the liars, and fire, as 
emanations from Oromazes. Thcfe two princi- 
ples being in a perpetual date of contention, give 
birth to the mixture of good and evil we daily 

crumed to pieces, confidering that as the greateft of blc (Tings, 
becaufe, after death, their fouls will enjoy a happy tranf~ 
migration. During this feftival the Bramins choofe a 
beautiful young girl to be the wife of the god, to whofe 
temple (he is conducted in triumph. There (he pafle* 
the night, and confummates her marriage, and the next day 
the bride is conducted inproceffion, by the fide of her huf- 
•feand, from the nuptial pagoda to another. 

experience 
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experience in human life. Our magi, or philo- 
fophers, infer from it, that every man has two 
fouls; one of which is good, and emanates 
from Oromazes ; the other bad, and originates 
from the evil principle. When the good foul 
is the ftrongeft, we aft well ; but when the other 
"triumphs, our aftions are vicious. Thisfyftcm, 
' indeed, appears very reafonablc ; for how often 
are we not agitated by contrary defircs, alter- 
nately prompting us to good adtions, and irre- 
fiftibly foliciting us to evil." 

Being informed that the feaft of Mylitta, or 
Venus* was approaching, I afked Azema what 
was the nature of that inftitution. " It is cele- 
brated," faid (he, "in a temple named Socoth- 
JJonoth. No vidtims are immolated, blood 
never defiles the altar, and the temple is con- 
ftantly filled with incenfe and perfume. The 
goddefs is reprefented in a car, diredted by little 
Loves, and drawn by doves or fwans." 

Arfames defcribed to us the manner in which 
marriages were contradted before the eftablifh- 
ment of the feaft of Mylitta. " They affem- 
bled all the virgins/' faid he, " in fome public 
place, where they were put up to audlion. The 
buyers were permitted to examine them with tho 
minuteft infpedtion, and the public crier ad- 
judged them to the higheft bidder. The moft 

beautiful 
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beautiful were fold firft, and the reft afterwards, 
in the order of their beauty." — " This," faid I, 
" was a very advantageous cuftom for thofe who 
were beautiful. But what did you do with the 
ugly ?' Did you fend them to fome deferc 
ifland ?"— - cc We were not fo barbarous," re- 
turned he. "No; they w^re married alfo/'— 
" Did you find purchafers, then, for them all ?"• 
faid I. — "No," replied Arfamesj cc they re- 
ceived a dowry from the money for which the 
beautiful women were fold ; and the common 
people, or thofe who were in want of money, 
married them for the fake of their fortunes. 
Since the inftitution of the feaft of Mylitta this 
cuftpm is abolifhed : but a new tax is impofed^ 
pn the fair fex. They are obliged to go once in 
the courfe of their lives to the temple of that 
goddefs, and there to proftitute themfelves to 
ftrangers. On this occafion it would ; be a. crime 
to refufe their favours, or rejefl: the money of- 
fered them, however fmall, becaufe it belongs to 
the goddefs. But after having once complied 
with this pious proftitution, they are bound to 
pafs the remainder of. their days in invio- 
lable chaftity."— « This laft law," faid Pha- 
nor, " feems tome the mod difficult to keep." — 
" You are miftaken," replied Arfames. " Afk 
Azema, who has fubmitted to the former, whether 

the 
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the obfervance of the latter has coft her any 
ftruggles. I am fure lhe has not infringed ic 
once." The mufical Therfites attempted to re- 
pel this irony, and defended the honour of 
Azema. <c My dear Orpheus," replied Arfames, 
cc 'I confefs I fometimes doubt the virtue of the 
fex, but I (hall believe moft ftedfaftly in that 
of every woman who can refift your attra&ions. 
«— But a-propos of virtue— Azema can relate a 
very interefting ftory, with which (he will no 
doubt oblige our friends. The fcene was the 
court of Antiochus ; and you will perceive that 
the fortitude it exhibits cannot eafily be ex- 
ceeded." Azema, who was always happy to 
become theobjefl: of general attention, willingly 
began the following narrative. 



vol. m. 
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CHAP. LXXXIII. 

Story of Combabus. 

<f rpHE beautiful Combabus feemed to have 
■* fprung from the bofom of Love, or from 
temple of Cnidus itfelf. Poffefling the moft fe- 
ducive charms of perfon, and the happieft intel- 
lectual accomplifhments, his engaging manners 
endeared him to king Antiochus, and to all his 
court : and Combabus returned the diftinguifhed 
favour and friendfliip of his prince by the moft 
unlimited zeal, fidelity, and attachment. 

" Stratonice, Antiochus's queen, was then in 
all the fplendor of youth and beauty, and this 
favourite of her lord awakened the moft lively 
intereft and the tendered paffion in her bofom. 
At firft (he viewed him with the moft bafhfui 
modefty : but her ardour gradually increafing, 
her officious attentions, her^ foftly-infinu- 
ating expreffions, and the animated emotions 
of paffion that efcaped her unperceived, de- 
clared her latent flame to the conqueror of her 
heart. Nor was he -deaf to the language of 
love : but faithful to his matter, and dreading fo 

dangerous 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 1 9 

dangerous an amour, he repaid the condefcen- 
. fioh of the queen only with refpeftful filencc. 
This refiftance to her wifhes but fwelled the 
tide of pafflon ; and fleep, pleafure, and rcpofe 
were now ftrangers to the bofom of Stra- 
tonice. At length fhc imagined (he had difco- 
vered means of triumphing over his indifference, 
and bind him in the gentle fetters of frequent 
and habitual intercourfe. She declared to the 
king that (he would go to Ephefus to build a 
temple, in compliance with a vow (he had made 
at the birth of her fon, who was the hopes of her 
hufband and of the ftate. Antiochus confentec?, 
and Combabus was appointed one of her fuite. 
He eafily difcovered the objeft of the princefs, 
and the dangers that attended this expedition ; 
which alarmed him the more, as he felt that 
the fenfibility of his own heart expofed him to all 
the feduftions of love, and by. degrees attached 
him more and more to the beautiful, the lovely 
Stratonice. Urged, on the one hand, by 
duty and gratitude to his king and bene- 
factor, and on the other, feduced by the footh- 
ing hope and fafcinating tranfports of fuccefsful 
love, his thoughts and dc fires tormented and 
diftraded his foul with a whirlwind of contending 
pafiions; till at length, after much incertitude 
and agitation between alternate energy and weak- 

c a nefsj 
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nefs, virtue triumphed over inclination ; and to 
infure its vi&ory, he determined to emafculatc 
himfelf, and depofit the future credentials 
of his innocence with the king. IrT the mean* 
while he departed with the queen ; and as he 
had forcfeen, the conftant prefence of that lovely 
objeft ; her carefles fometimes coy and timid, 
fometimes exprefiive and declaratory ; her vo- 
luptuous charms, fometimes half concealed, 
fometimes carelefsly unveiled; fired his imagina- 
tion, and awakened the flame of love in his 
breaft : while Stratonice, reading in his ani- 
mated glances the tender intereft (he infpired, 
thought her triumph certain, and her happinefs 
. fecure. She gave a rural feftival to her court, 
and ordered the table to be prepared in the midft 
of a charming wood, beneath the arching foliage of 
trees, which were peopled with innumerable little 
birds. They were fattened with filken threads, 
long enough for them to flutter from branch to 
branch, while they filled the air with the melo- 
dious harmony of their warblings. Troops of 
village lads and lafles, drefled in white, and 
crowned with rofes and jafmines, brought bafkets 
of fruit, flowers, and honey-cakes. Muficians 
of both fexes were intermixed among their num- 
ber, and performed fonnets fuited to the occa- 
fion, and to their drefs and manners. After 
9 * feafting 
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feafting amidft this plcafing harmony, the fecne 
was fuddenly changed to a dance, and mirth, 
gaiety, and pleafure animated each of the 
party. In thefc amufements Stratonice alfo par- 
took ; dancing with uncommon ardor and delight, 
in the lively expe&ation of fpeedily accomplifh- 
ing the objeft of her wifhes. At night, five 
hundred torches fupplied the abfence of day ; 
and this was to be the blifsful hour when Stra- 
tonice hoped to entice her lover into a fecret 
and myfterious recefs. She therefore propofed 
a ramble to him, to enjoy the refrelhing cool of 
evening in the neighbouring walks s nor could 
Combabus refift her invitation. At length be- 
neath a fragrant bower, where the foft obfeurity 
and love-infpiring filence of the night awakened 
thoughts of reciprocal pleafure and delight, 
Stratonice complained that the fatigues of the 
dance inclined her to repofe. They feated 
themfelves on the cool grafs, and the union of 
their fouls was increafed by the peculiarity of their 
fituation. Stratonice, blufhing like the weftern 
Iky, fuffered her ardent paflion to break forth in 
fighs, half-uttered words, and the moft flatter- 
ing expreflions of warm and tender regard. 
Combabus, greatly embarrafled at not equalling 
the ardor of the queen, only anfwered her paflion 
in deep and lengthened fighs, which the queen 
c 3 inter- 
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interpreting in her own favour, became (till more 
empaffioned and unreferved ; till overcome by the 
violence of her emotion, (he ventured to befto^r 
fome flight carefles on her lover. What a dread- 
ful fituation for Combabus ! Burning with de- 
fire, and diftradled with remorfe ; one moment 
refitting, and the next yielding to inclination ; at 
lertgth he threw himfelf at the feet of Stratonice, 
exclaiming, c Oh! ceafe your kindnefs, and 
fpare a wretch who is ready to expire with grief! 
Your goodnefs overwhelms me ! Oh ! ceafc 
thus to torment one, who pants with the tendered 
paflion for your charms, but the accomplifti- 
ment of whofe wifties is impoffible !' Thus fay- 
ing, he was again filent : but wild with love and 
defpair, he bathed the hand of his beloved with 
tears 5 who, unable to comprehend this ftj-ange 
enigma, intreated him to explain himfelf. Com- 
babus hefitated, and both were filent 5 the one 
with vexation and difappointment, the other 
with remorfe and fhame. At length he ven^- 
tured to declare the defperate precaution he had 
taken to avoid yielding to the fedu&ion of an ir- 
refiftible attachment, or offending his fovereign, 
his friend, and his benefa&or. < Alas !' cried 
Stratonice, c What a dreadful facrifice ! What 
a fatal precaution ! — c O, mod adorable of 
women!' exclaimed Combabus, c my heart was 

never 
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never able, for a moment, to refift your charms. 
Burning with the unquenchable flame of love, I 
would have facrificed my life, and fhed all my 
blood, to attain the objeft of my wifhes : but to 
purchafe pleafure with the blacked of crimes— 
to purchafe it with your own ruin, which would 
have been infallible ! no, I am not fo barbarous 
or fo bafe as to confent to be happy on fuch 
terms!' Stratonice, finking with defpair, and 
melting with tendernefs, fell into his arms, while 
tears trickled down her cheek, and Combabus 
wiped them from her lovely countenance, en- 
treating her to convert her too dangerous paffion, 
which would have ended in their mutual ruin, 
into the pureft and moft tender friendfliip. The 
queen endeavoured to ftifle her affii&ion, and 
fwore ever to entertain for him the moft affec- 
tionate regard ; but as (he fwore it, the tears 
rolled in increafing torrents down her beauteous 
features. 

" Thus was the paflion of the lovers reduced 
to the calm and tranquil pleafurcs of friendly 
converfe. They endeavoured to confole each 
other for their misfortunes by all the foothing 
delights of the clofeft confidence and by the fre- 
quency of their interviews— thofe bonds and talif- 
mans of friend(hip and of love. Combabus, whofe 
foul was illuminated with philofophy, and whofe 
c 4 con- 

L 
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converfation was highly intercfting and intelli- 
gent, communicated his noble caft of fentimeht 
to the mind of Stratonice ; and, purifying the 
flame of paffion, filled her foul with foft and de- 
licate emotions. Thus (he compared friendfhlp 
to the genial influence of the fun, which 'in tem- 
perate climes warms and reanimates the face of 
Nature, and covers the earth with flowers and 
with verdure ; whereas! the flames of love are a 
burning heat, that parches and deftroys whatever 
is expofed to its refiftlefs force. 

<c In the meanwhile the courtiers, corroded by 
envy, and jealous of the merit and fuccefs of 
every rival, foon perceived the diftinguilhed fa- 
vour of Combabus, and imagining every thing 
that could be thence inferred, employed all the 
fliafts of calumny to difleminate an infinuation 
that the royal bed was defiled. Thefe reports 
fpread from the court among the people, and 
from the people reached the ears of the king * 
who abandoning himfelf to all the impetuofity of 
rage, caufed Combabus to be arretted, accufed, 
and thrown into a dungeon. When he came 
upon his trial, the judges, participating the in- 
dignation of the king, unanimoufly condemned 
him to death. But he liftened to his doom with* 
out the lead perturbation, and beheld the pre- 
parations for his execution with perfeft tranquil- 
lity* 
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lity ; till at length he requefted the king would 
condefcend to open a box he had confided to his 
care before his departure. Antiochus complied. 
But what was his furprife, to find that it contained 
a decifive proof of the innocence of his friend and 
favourite ! This rare inftance of attachment, this 
facrificc to friendfhip and fidelity, melted the 
generous foul of the prince, who flew to the 
prifon, preffed Combabus to his bolbm, and 
overwhelmed him with carefles. His accufers 
were punifhed, and he had permiffion imme- 
diately to return to Stratonice, who was ftill 
employed in building the temple, in which fhe 
erefted a ftatuc in bronze of her friend and 
Joyer." 
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CHAP. LXXXIV. 

Pbanor is enamoured with Azema. — Idle life of 
the Babylonians.— -De/cription of Atojfa. — Ad* 
venture of Pbanor. 

*-pHis interefting talc terminated our repaft, 
"* and Arfames having promifed to conduit 
us to the feftival of Mylitta, invited us to dine 
•with him at his paradife *, with another of his 
jniftreffes. 

We were no fooner alone than Phanor began 
to extol Azema as the moft charming of women, 
and confefled he Svas enchanted with her ele- 
gant converfation and refined understanding. 
" Doubtlefs," faid I, 4< fhe is far fuperior to the 
beautiful Theano of Athens, the captivating 
Thcophania of Miletus, the lovely Afpafia of 
Sparta, or thejbewitching Phocilisof Rhodes." 
" She excels them," faid he, " as much as a 
beautiful woman, who is before our eyes, fur- 
paffes her portrait, or the mere remembrance of 
her charms." — " But you have two rivals," faid 

• Paradife was the name given by the AfTyrians to their 
parks and gardens. 

i.— 
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I. — <C I fear them not/' returned he. "Ar- 
fames, although a rich and powerful man, is too 
carelefs and indifferent to be a dangerous com- 
petitor ; and as to the mufical Therfites, though 
tenacious and irafcible, fuch a rival may eafily 
be vanquifhed." 

We paffed the next morning in the ftreets of 
Babylon, among men who, being wholly vacant 
from purfuit, fat fupinely in the (hade, and placed 
their fovereign good in repofe and inactivity* 
Exempt from thofc reftlefs paflions which con- 
ftantly agitate the Greeks, and deftitute of am- 
bition or the love of fame; taking no account of 
the paft, carelefs of the future, and limited to the 
enjoyment of the prefent moment, they pafs on, 
without experiencing the ftorms and dangers of 
paffion, to that perpetual deep, of which .their 
whole life is the fimilitude. I liftened to their 
converfation, which turned principally on the art 
of multiplying and prolonging their enjoyments : 
for to live happily, without difturbing them- 
felves With the affhirs of the world, feemed to be 
their whole ftudy, and the utmoft extent of their 
philofophy. 

At the hour of dinner Arfames came for us in 
3 fplepdid car, in which we inftantly flew to his 
paradife. On the road he fpoke of the youthful 
^Vtoffa, with whom he had paffed a part of the 

preceding 
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preceding evening, and whom we fhould meet 
at dinner. " She is a charming girl/' cried he, 
" and I believe I love her better than Azema j 
for though Azema has more wit and talents, 
Atoffa excels in grace and beauty ; and in 
women, I am more charmed with the external 
attradions of an elegant form, than aij the endow- 
ments of intelle&ual excellence. In their pre- 
tence my only idea is pleafure ; and when that 
gives way to elaborate ftudy and inveftigation, 
they ftep beyond their fphere, and only fatigue 
and difguft me." 

We found the beautiful Atofla loaded with 
jewels and with flowers, finging as fhe walked 
beneath the refrefhing fhade of the luxuriant fo- 
liage. Her elegant and lovely fliape, her bril- 
liant and opening youth, (for (he had feen but 
three luftra,) her uncommon gracefulnefs, and 
her fafcinating glances, were worthy of the pencil 
of an Apclles or a Zeuxis. Yet beneath this 
attra&ive form dwelt a cold and inanimate foul. 
She was always fmiling and finging, but fpoke 
little ; was a ftranger to thought ; and folely 
occupied with her perfon, her trinkets, and her 
drefs, or thofe of other women, Ihe refembled a 
pretty bird, eating, drinking, and finging in a 
cage. 

We 
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Wc dined in an oval faloon, whofc walls were 
incrufted with fhclls, and admired a naked 
Mylitta or Venus, as large as the life, fculptured 
in thefineft alabafter, and lying on a mattrafsof 
black marble. It was the moft beautiful objeft 
my eyes had ever beheld. Our fare was fumptu- 
ous and delicate ; and although the company 
only eonfifted of four, wc were attended by 
twenty flaves fuperbly dreffed, who were obe- 
dient to the flighted fignal. Arfames endea- 
voured to animate the converfation by talking of 
religion, morality, and philofophy. " Religion," 
faid he, cc is merely a reftraint to keep the com* 
mon people in fubjc&ion, but totally ufelefs to 
a fatrap, or to thofe claffes of men who pofleli 
the acquirements of education, and comprehend 
the maxims of re fined and elevated fociety. Mo- 
rality is a mere local convention, a fpecies of 
police, adapted to the climate and circumftancca 
of each particular nation. At Sparta men lend 
their wives : here we laugh at conjugal infide- 
lity, and the whole fex proftitutQ themfelves in 
the temple of Mylitta ; whereas in other coun- 
tries a woman is .poniarded or dishonoured on 
the leaft fufpicion. Our a&iqns/' continued he, 
<c are either virtuous or vicious, according to 
the laws andcuftoms of each particular country. 
In Egypt it is a heinous crime tQ kill a w. or an 

ibU: 
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ibis : on the banks of the Indus divine honours 
are paid to a cow; and whoever ihould dare t<> 
kill her would be punifhed as a facrilegious vil- 
lain : in Europe, every altar dreams with blood, 
and on fome even human victims are immolated. 
As to philofophy, I love it and pride myfelf 
upon it j for I am of the fedt of your Epicurus* 
I enjoy every pleafure and gratification, and 
drink from the cup of life large draughts of 
every thing that can charm and inebriate my 
fenfes. This is the true philofophy, and that 
which I have adopted from the period when my 
reafon became mature, though it is not that of 
your Greek philofophcrs, Plato, Zeno, and 
Xenocrates." — " Nor even of Epicurus," faid 
I, <c although his dodtrines have been very er- 
roneoufly interpreted ; for he ranks temperance 
and fobricty among the virtues, and even among 
our pleafures."— " In that cafe," returned the 
fatrap, " I am a better philofopher than him, 
for I place all privations to the account of hjuman 
folly." — " Epicurus," faid I, " by no means 
prohibits the enjoyment of pleafure, but he re- 
commends that we proportion it to the ftrength 
or weaknefs of our organs ; and the trueft epi- 
curifm often bids us voluntarily abftain, that 
we may the better enjoy our lives." — Atoffa 
cried out, that lhe alfo was a philofopher; that 
14 flie 
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Ihe loved pleafure moft pafflonately ; that flic 
had no 1 prejudices or fcruplcs, nor any other 
ftudy than to multiply^er enjoyments. Of courfe 
we declared her philofophy to be the beft, and 
that it was both rational and wife. To pay a 
tribute, therefore, at once to Atoffa and to 
pleafure, large cups of wine now circulated 
round the table, and we put on chaplets of 
flowers. Arfames drank to Sardanapalus, an 
ancient king and hero of Aflyria, and aflced mc 
whether I had ever feen his ftatue. cc Yes," 
faid I, " and have read his infeription, Eat, 
drinky and be merry, for every thing elje is 
vanity" — " By Bclus," cried Arfames, " he 
was right -, for what is life without pleafure ?" — 
« But if the ftatue of this king," faid I, « did 
not awaken any intereft in my bread, I was filled 
with refpeft and admiration at that of the immor- 
tal Semiramis, who feemed a perfect divinity." 
— " Nor were you miftaken," returned Arfames, 
" for we honour her as a goddefs. At her re- 
turn from India, being informed Ninyas her 
fon was intriguing to drive her from the throne, 
fhe voluntarily abandoned it, and concealed her- 
felf from all mankinds flattering herfelf that by 
thefe means fhe fhould fulfil an oracle which pro- 
jnifed her divine honours. In lhort, the gods 

metamor- 
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metamorphofed her into a dove, and under that 
form flie is worftiipped." 

Arfames haftened the conclufion of our repaft, 
having promifed to return to Babylon to fee a 
new female, dancer make her firft appearance 3 
and although Phanor and myfelf were highly 
pleafed with our fituation, we were obliged to 
accompany him. But I pitied the poor philofo- 
pher Arfames, who had drunk fo largely of the 
cup of pleafure, that he had exhaufted all his 
powers of enjoyment, and converted gratifica- 
tion itfelfinto the moftinfipid apathy. 

Phanor, who thought the youthful Atofla very 
charming, and far fuperior to Azema, had ob- 
tained her permiffion to repeat his vifit. He 
therefore told me, in the morning, that I might 
go out without him : but though I came home 
late he was not yet returned. I expe&ed him a 
confide rable time, and began to be alarmed for 
his fafety. At length he came. " How cruel 
you are/' faid I, " with your amours ! I was in 
the greateft uneafinefs ! But the charms of 
Atofla have no doubt made the hours fly very 
rapidly." — " You will be much furprifed," faid 
he, " to hear that I have not even feen her. I 
have been employing my time much better, as 
1 will foon convince you. You were fcarcely 

gone 
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gone out before I drefled and perfumed rayfelf, 
to wait on my Mylitta, when two women entered 
my chamber; the one in the decline of life, the 
other in the full bloom of youth, a tall, well- 
made girl, and her fhape formed from that of 
Love itfelf. My heart inftandy expanded with 
delight, and I almoft imagined the lovely Hebe 
herfelf, newly defcended from Olympus, flood 
before me. I was contemplating her with 
tranfport, when the oldeft of them inquired 
whether I was not one of the Greeks lately ar- 
rived at Babylon. c Yes/ cried I ; c what ' 
can I do to ferve you ?'— € Alas V replied (he, 
with an air of difcompofure, at the fame time 
heaving a deep figh and wiping her eyes, from 
which the tears refufed to flow, c my daughter 
and myfelf are moft unfortunate and wretched V 
—'What!' faidl, c is this charming girl your 
daughter ?' — c Yes,' returned (he s * her name 
is Ariafpe, and (he is the youngeft fitter of 
Azema, whom you know. That ungrateful 
woman/ continued fhe, c is deaf to the voice 
of Nature, and, corrupted by luxury and af- 
fluence, refufes a cruft of bread to her fitter or 
her mother ; while lhe is ruining herfelf for a 
defpicable mufician, who difgraces and dis- 
honours her. But I will leave you with Ariafpe, 
who will relate to you our mifery and embarraflk 
vol. in. d ment. 
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ment. I have fome bufinefs in the neighbours 
hood, and as foon as it is finifhed, I will re-? 
turn for her/ I readily perceived that this bafe 
and deteftable parent had brought me a vi&im a 
whom fhe intended to proftitute for money. 
Being now alone with Ariafpe, 1 took her hand, 
which trembled violently, and immediately (he 
beg^n to figh, and fob, and weep. c Why arc 
you uneafy/ Ciid I, c lovely Ariafpe ? Why 
thefe tears, this bitter grief ?' At the fe words 
fhe threw herfelf at my feet, crying, c I implore 
your pity and your gencrofity j for the Greeks, 
J have heard, have noble fouls, and are full of 
fenfibility. Oh ! do not abufe my unfortunate 
fituation, or the power you have over me! 'Tis 
true I am the filter of Azema, but my heart and 
my principles have no alliance with hers. My 
mother and myfelf groan, indeed, in mifery, 
and fh£ has long been urging and tormenting me 
to confent to mercenary infamy, and wifhes to. 
load me with fhame. Yefterday ftie threatened 
to deliver me up in fpite of my oppofition, by 
introducing a man into my chamber in the night- 
time. She then talked of you, faid you were a 
foreigner, that you would foon be gone, and- that 
pur connexion would be totally unknown : as if 
crimes were the lefs real becaufe committed in 
fecret. I know not why, but hope fuddenly 

darted 
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darted on my foul, and I feigned confent. I 
, have heard fo much of the noble generofity of 
the Greeks, that I even venture to hope while 
here with you alone/ As (he faid this, (he 
bathed my hands in tears. . How beautiful, how 
lovely did her charms appear, while thus over- 
whelmed with grief! f You are by no means 
miftaken/ faid I, c in your good opinion of 
the Greeks : they refped virtue as well as 
beauty, efpecially when languifhing in diftrefs. 
Explain yourfelf, and tell me what you wifti me 
to do.'— ~ c That you would grant fome kind of 
relief/ faid {he, f to my mother, which (hall not 
be purchafed with my fhame/ I alked her 
whether (he had not fome fecret attachment, and 
whether (he wiftied to marry. She confeffed that 
fhe loved a youth named Mefabates, who was 
the fon of a tradefman, and returned her paflion : 
' But/ faid (he, c I am poor, and therefore his 
father refufes his confent to our union.'— f And 
how much/ faid I, < muft you have, to obtain 
his fan£tion ?' — c I know not/ replied (lie : c but 
he is very covetous.' — c Would an hundred 
darics* move him ?' faid I. — c Yes/ anfwered 
fhe i < I think they would.'— f Well/ faid 1, < I 
will give that fum with pleafure, to contri- 
bute to your happinefs and reward your virtue/ 

# A daric was about 25s. fterling. 

D 2 She 
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She fcarcely dared, however, to truft her ears* 
or believe me fincere for having never met 
with any but hard-hearted abjeft fouls, (he be- 
gan to doubt the exiftence of a fingle difintereftgd 
virtue. She was overpowered with emotions of 
the ,tende reft gratitude ; and her lovely counte- 
nance was animated with fo charming an ex-» 
predion of pleafure, fo fweet a fcrenity of de^ 
light, that my very foul was penetrated with the 
pureft fenfations of joy and trarifport. Never 
did I feel fo lively a fatisfaftion at doing a good 
a&ion : and although this young creature pof- 
feffes the mod fafcinating charms, and which I 
confefs had at firft but too powerful an cffeft on 
my paflions, yet I felt a more refined and a more 
exquifite gratification in contributing to her hap- 
pinefs than could have flowed from the pofleffion 
of her lovely perfon. 

" As foon as her mother returned I commu- 
nicated to her the wi(hes of her daughter, repre- 
fented the indecency and cruelty of her conduct, 
and the refpeft due to the virtue and innocence 
offo amiable a girl. She blufhedat her bafenefs* 
which fhe endeavoured to extenuate by the plea 
of indigence, and the want of the nccefTaries of 
life. I gave her fome money, and immediately 
went to the father of Mefabates, with whom the 
hundred darics inftantly fmoothed every diffi- 
culty. 
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eiilty. Having thus brought about this mar- 
riage, wc all went to the houfe of Ariafpc, where I 
enjoyed the luxury of witnefling the gratitude, 
the tranfports, and the mutual happinefs ofthefe 
affe&ionate lovers. This bufinefs has employed 
the whole day : but I would not exchange it for 
the mod brilliant of my triumphs, or even for 
the favours of Atofla. My purfe, it is true, is 
fomewhat lighter, but my heart is filled with joy 
and exultation." I congratulated Phanor on the 
virtuous adtton he had performed, and partici- 
pated in the multiplied plcafure he had caufed. 



03 
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CHAP. LXXXV. 

Feaji of Mylitta. 

XT7e often faw Arfames : but he was always fo 
full of hurry and engagements, that he 
could feldom devote many moments to our fo- 
ciety. The evening, however, preceding the 
feaft of Mylitta, which is the Affyrian name for 
Venus, he told us he would -come very early in 
the morning to carry us to the temple, which is 
a regular building two fladia fquare. In the 
middle is a heavy tower one ftadium fquare, on 
which are eight others. On the outfide are 
fteps in a fpiral line, and in the lad of the towers 
is a large chapel, without ftatues, but furnifhed 
with a table of gold and a magnificent bed. It 
is never opened but for the god Belus, who 
pafles the night there with every virgin whom, 
he condefcends to honour with his choice. Be- 
low this is another chapel, with a ftatue of gold, 
reprefenting Jupiter fitting, and a table, a throne, 
and a footftool of the fame metal. 

We found the inclofure of the temple full of 

charming women, the moft diftinguifhed of 

9 whom, 
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fohom, unwilling to abandon themfelves to the 
fijft that offered, fat in cars, under-vaulted por- 
ticoes, fuperbly dreffed, and furrounded by do- 
meftics ; while the reft wore chaplets formed of 
packthread, and fat upon an elevated part of the 
ground. They were conftantly coming and 
going ; arid there were feparate walks divided off 
by cords, that ftrangers might choofe the fair 
one mod agreeable to their inclination. No 
woman is fuffered to depart till (he has paid this 
tribute to Mylitta ; a law which is very fevere 
upon the ugly, who fometimes wait three or four 
years before they are liberated. 

As foon as a ftranger has chofen a companion, 
he offers her his money, which fhe is obliged to 
iacceptj her lover at the fame time faying to 
her, c< I invoke the goddefs Mylitta." 

Phanor, Arfames, and myfelf ranged up and 
down the divifions, where Love and Pleafure 
wantoned moft luxuriantly. Phanor was in an 
ecftafy of delicious intoxication. His eyes wan- 
dered from beauty to beauty, and he was loft in a 
wildernefs of admiration, where every objeft 
awakened new fenfations of defire. Each was 
charming * each folicited his wavering choice ; 
and he panted to poffefs every rofe whofe blufh- 
ing beauties enriched the fafcinating fccne. 
Arfames, on the contrary, viewed all thefe lovely 

d 4 women 
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CHAP. LXXXVI. 

Letter from Lafthenia> containing various! 
anecdotes. 

When I returned I was rejoiced to find ar 
letter from my dear Lafthenia j for it was- 
long fince I had heard from that lovelieft of 
women. It was as follows : 

" Joy and profperity ! 

c< The fun, my dear Antenor, has traverfed 
the twelve compartments of the heavens fince 
any of your letters have arrived, to confole me 
in my folitary retirement. You promifed to be 
more pundtual. The Sybarites give their friends, 
whom they invite to dinner, a year's notice, that 
they may have time to procure the rareft and 
itioft exquifite difhes : but furely you would not 
make me wait fo long for your letters, to enter- 
tain me with richer fare, or crowd them with 
more interefting narratives ? I love your ftories 
very much, for you communicate them in a 
moft pleafing manner. Your ftile daily im- 
proves, and you contemplate mankind like a 

juft 
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juft obferver. But had you no other fubjeft 
than yourfelf to employ your pen, youF letters' 
would not be the lefs dear to my heart. 

" Athens is, as ufual, a fcene of conftanff 
hurry and buftle : 'tis a kind of theatre, whofe 
fcenery is one moment ferious, the next comic % 
fometimes dull, but frequently ridiculous or 

■ All the world's a ftage, 

And all the men and women merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts ; 
His ads being feven ages. Shakespeare* 

Cf At prefenttwo lingular cataftrophes employ 
the attention and loquacity of the town. At the 
Portico, the Lycaeum, the Academy, and the 
public fquares \ at entertainments, and in the 
fhops, they have become the general topic of 
converfation and difcuffion ; and from them the 
moft violent arguments and furious difputes have 
arifen. I allude to the death of two men of very 
oppofite chara&ers and modes of life— the fa- 
mous Diogenes, whofe uncouth originality and 
abfurd fyftem of philofophy have procured him 
fo much celebrity, that he is gone to amufe the 
dead with his cynical dogmas and farcafms ; and 
Theramenes, whofe caft of character was as op- 
polite to his as the light inhabitant of the air to 

the 
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the impure beaft that wallows in the mud. He* 
was a man of charming gaiety, of amiable and 
eafy manners, and a light and anacreontic pott* 
who combined much philofophy and erudition 
with an engaging carelefnefs of mind and a 
lively propenfijty to pleafure—- a man who could 
never be prevailed on to accept any office in the 
ftate, becaufe the public were not worthy of his 
attention, faying that each ought to live for 
himfelf, and that he would not exchange a (ingle 
day of pleafure to live a thoufand years in the 
annals of fame. He was generous, difintereftedj 
beneficent, and humane j he confidered life as a 
waking moment between two eternities of fleep, 
and held k as a maxim that we fliould endea- 
vour to pafs our time agreeably during this fu* 
gitive (lumber. He was the author of the 
following charming and highly-philofophical 
fchoHa : 

If the treafur'd gold could give 

Man a longer term to live, 

I'd employ my utmoft care 

Still to heap and ftill to fpare ; 

And when Death approaqh'd, would hy* , 

" Take thy fee and walkaway." . 

But fi nee riches cannot fave 

Mortals from the gloomy grave, 

Why (hould I my felf deceive, 

Vainly figh and Vainly grieve } 

t>eaih 
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Death will farely be my lot 
Whether I am rich or not. 

Give me freely, while I live* 
Generous wines ; in plenty give 
Soothing joys my life to cheer, 
Beauty kind, and friends fincere ; 
Happy ! could I ever find 
Friends fincere and beauty kind. F awk es. 

c< By. a Angular coincidence, thefc two men, 
whofe cafts of mind and chara&ers were fo dif- 
ferent, died on the fame day ; the one old and 
decrepid, the other in the midft of the career of 
life. Diogenes put an end to his own cxiftence. 
Tormented during feveral days by a violent 
fever, and tired of the gloomy folitude in which 
he lingered, he induced a friend, who paid him 
qonftant attention, to leave him for a moment, 
and died by holding his breath. 

c< Theramenes entered the infernal regions by 
a very different road. He was unfortunately an 
accomplice of Alcibiades in that celebrated en- 
tertainment, when ten or twelve libertines, 
heated with wine and mirth, mutilated the ftatuc 
of Mercury, What a dreadful fcandal, in the 
eyes of a fuperftitious people ! An outcry of im* 
piety and facrilege was raifed againft them, and 
the punifhment of the criminals was inftantly 
demanded, Alcibiades took refuge on board his 
fleet, and all his accomplices fled or abfeonded, 

Theramenes 
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Theramenes alfo concealed himfelf: but his 
paffion for his piiftrefs and the pleafures and 
amufements of Athens led him to imagine, too 
foon, that the ftorm was parted, and he again ven- 
tured to appear. He was inftantly arretted and 
thrown into prifon ; and the priefts and fophifts 
combining againft him, perfuaded the council 
of five hundred that he was an atheift, and neither 
believed in Mercury nor any other gods. He 
was condemned to drink poifon *, and died with 
as much tranquillity and courage, though far 
more gaily, than Socrates. He ordered a great 
fupper, to which he invited his friends and his 
miftrefs, and mirth, wine, and good cheer con- 
verted this parting meal into a nuptial feftival. 
Theramenes, crowned with flowers, drinking 
copioufly of excellent wine, and reclining on the 
bofom of his beloved, talked of his approaching 
diflblution as of a pleafant journey he was about 
to undertake among the dead, or as if he were . 
going thither, like Pirithous, merely to carry off 
the beautiful Proferpbe. 

" He was beginning to fing fome couplets he 
had written in prifon, when the public execu- 
tioner brought him the fatal draught. All his 
guefts turned pale at the fight : but the intrepid 

* The poifon ufed on thefe occafions was a mixture of 

hemlock and opium. 

Theramenes 
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Theramenes immediately arofe, took the cup, 
finifhed his fcholia, drank the contents, and 
faid, with a fmile, c I drink to the health of 
Critias !' (his accufer); after which he gave the 
remainder of it to the (lave, to carry to Critias 
himfelf, as he would have paffed it to a friend at 
an entertainment. Thus did this worthy and 
courageous hero fport with death, at the very 
moment when he was planting it in his bofom, 
while he feemed almoft prophetically to augur 
that of his enemy, who furvived him only three 
pionths. 

" The flayie was no fooner gone than he em- 
braced and difmifled his friends, ufing the com- 
mon falutation, c Adieu, till we meet again !* 
Being now alone with his miftrefs, he threw him- 
felf into her arms, and having once more re- 
newed the careffes of his priftine paffion fank 
on her bofom into eternal fleep. This laft fcene 
of his life was equally free from oftentatious af- 
fectation and the morofenefs of philofophical 
pride. 

" I fend you his laft fcholia, which have been 
univerfally circulated throughout Athens. They 
were indeed the fong of a dying fwan (to ufe 
the language of the poets) j for I do not be- 
lieve that fwans ever fing, although king Cyc- 
nus, who was changed by Apollo into a bird of 

the 
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the fame name * after his death, was a great and 
Ikilfulmufician: 

Life's reducing joys, adieu ! 
Ever changing, ever new ! 
Wanton fport, and love, and pleafure, 
Sweeteft madnefs, richeft treafore ! 
Soon I quit each revel gay, 
Catching life's departing ray. 
Still we'll drink, and dill enjoy ; 
Wine (hall every care deftroy ; 
Pluto, let me drink to thee ; 
Thou to-night (halt drink to me ! 

NaiV melting foul is mine, 
Nai's' charms are all divine. 
Lovely, weeping Nai's \ come, 
Strew fweet flow'rets o'er my tomb ! 
Deareft girl, I drink to thee, 
Though another's foon to be. 
None but fools the dead can love. 
Can the dead foft paulons move ? 

But 'tis hard fo young to die, 
Far from Nai's, cold to lie ! — 
Yet what boots that, on the way, 
Ling'ring Time awhile delay ? 
O'er the dark and lonely tomb, 
Where I fink in endlefs gloom, 
Be in faireft letters (hewn, 
" I to live and die have known." 

Bacchus, fill my glafs awhile, 
Once again let Venus fmile ! 
Crown'd with ivy and the rofe* 
Thus my gay career 1 clofe. 



* Kvxw fignifies a fwan. 
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ci I forgot to tell you an anecdote of Dio- 
genes, when his friends afked him where he 
wilhed to be interred : c Throw me/ faid he, 
c into the neareft field/ — € But you will be ex- 
pofed/ faid they, c to wild beads and birds of 
prey/ — € Well/ returned the cynic, c lay aftick 
befide me, and I will drive them away.*— c And 
how will you be able to do that/ faid they, c fince 
you will be totally deftitute of fenfation V — < If 
fb/ faid he, f what fignifies it whether beafts de- 
vour me or not ?' 

" It is warmly difputed which of thefc men 
difplayed moft fortitude and philofophy at his 
death. I have efpoufed the caufe of Thera- 
menes : but ft is ohje&cd that his death was in- 
flifted on him by force, whereas that of Dio- 
genes was voluntary. This is true i but the 
latter thereby terminated only a miferable exift- 
ence which age and infirmity rendered burden- 
fofne; whereas Theramenes, who was in the 
vigor of youth* enjoyed robuft health, and all 
the pleafures of life : yet he quitted the gay 
fcene with the fame indifference as he would 
have rifen from a meal, after revelling in all the 
pleafures of fatiety. 

cc We (till continue to debate, at our half- 
philofophicatfuppers, on the moft ftriking fea- 
tures of thefc two chara&ers. The one> clothed in 

vol. n i, e rags. 
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rags, arid attempting to fabdue Nature, affe&ed 
the moll fliamelefs cynicifm and the moft abfurd 
uncouthnefs of manners, merely for the pleafure 
of being talked of, and to acquire fame $ while 
the other, equally carelefs of the opinion of 
mankind, and of the diftin&ions of fbciety, 
avoided all its burdens and its honours ; for* t6 
him, marriage, public offices, and public aflfairi 
fcxifted but as the vehicles of happinefs and ptea* 
fure. Of thefe two extremes, then, whfch i& 
more deferving of our cenfure ? Thofe wh6 
plead the caufe of Diogenes affert that this de- 
fire of fame, this factitious appetite for cele-^ 
brity, is the true fource of virtue and of talents* 
'Extinguish/ fay they, c this third of glory, and 
the whole moral world is changed, fociety lofes 
its main fpring, the paffing moment perifhes for 
ever, and man, infulated man, lives forhimfelf 
alone, nor leaves a trace of his utility behind* 
Tnofc who pant for fame, and take the lead in 
ibciety, adorn and enrich it with the produc- 
tions of genius and of art : but the indifference 
and egotifm of Theramencs rendered him to^ 
tally" ufelefs to the public/— € Ufelefs ! no.; I 
deny it. His attic wit, the charms of his genius^ 
and the elegance of his mariners, fupplied the 
place of political virtues, and became at once the 
ornament and the blefirng of fociety, which they 
< _ : ■. poliflied 
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poliihed and refined by communicating thofe de- 
licate and reciprocal pleafures that convert the 
felf-love and ferocity of the favage into the mu- 
tual fympathy and focial regard of civilized hu* 
inanity. Befides, it is more difficult to drink 
and fing like Theramcnes than to philofophize 
like Diogenes, or even perhaps like Plato him- 
felf/ Here I think I hear you exclaim that I am 
uttering a paradox. But foftly, and be not too 
precipitate in your cenfure. Why was Ana- 
crcon called wife* when his life was but a con- 
tinued fcene of pleafure and diffipation ? Was 
it not becaufe, to purfue his fteps, we muft purge 
our fouls from every immoderate and baneful 
paffion, acquire a power of braving the misfor- 
iajnes and ftorms of life, and rife even above 
ambition itfelf : a degree of improvement which 
it is far more ^difficult to attain than to write fine 
trendies on ethics, on rhetoric, or on phi- 
lofophy. 

cc But this long train of reafoning, I fear, will 
fatigue you. There is a pafiage in your laft 
letter at which I am hurt. After reproaching 
and calumniating my motives for advifing you 
.ftill to continue your travels, and not to return 
till . tt*e expiration of two years, you conclude 
with a compliment to my pretended charms. 
Do yau imagine, then, that I refcmble a cer- 
.; e a tain 
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tain queen of Syria, who having, the misfortune 
to difpleafe an artift, the latter revenged the af- 
front by painting her in the arms of a common 
foldier, expofed the pidlure to public view, and 
fled? All the court were indignant at this in- 
fult, and declared the pidlure ought to«be burnt : 
but the queen, who was reprefented as mod di- 
vinely beautiful, oppofed this meafure, and not- 
withftanding the imputation on her virtue, re- 
called the painter, and pardoned him. I (hall fo 
far follow her example as to forgive your re- 
proaches, though not in confequence of the 
compliment you pay me, but of the defire you 
fliew to fee me again. No ; you muft travel a 
little longer, for the improvement of your mind* 
Travelling, like reading, is ufelefs to thofe who 
hurry on without tafte or refle&ioft, merely to 
kill time; but is extremely advantageous t6 
thofe who feleft the objefts of their attention, 
and are influenced by a defire of informatiod. 

I will relate to you a recent anecdote of a lite- 
rary chara&en The hero of the ftory is the 
poet Laco, that votary of the Mufes, who is fo 
verbofe and fo inanimate, though fo fertile in 
produ&iQns, fo highly fatisfied with his own merit, 
and fo little pleafed with the reft of mankind -, 
fo much addi&ed to imitation, and fo little ithi- 
tatcd himfelf; and laftly, who is fo foftd of read- 
ing 
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ing his own works. This lingular man has writ- 
ten a poem on the rape of Proferpine, confiding 
of from ten to twelve thoufand verfes, which 
he went from houfe to houfe to read, but had the' 
misfortune to find every one draw back from fo 
immenfe -a load of tra(h. What barbarians ! 
His difappointment and vexation have thrown 
him into a deep depreffion of mind, and his 
health rapidly declined till his phyfician, Euda- 
mippus, who knew his poetical mania, fufpe&ed 
the caufe of his indifpofition, and afked him 
whether he had not finiftxed fomi work which no 
one had yet heard. c Alas! yes/ cried the 
wretched Laco, with a deje&ed air, c I have 
indeed a poem finifhed, which no one has 
feen/ — c Well/ replied the phyfician, * do mc 
the favour to read it to me $ I (hall be very happy 
to hear it/ At thefe words the heart of the poet 
began to expand, as a bird, that is wet with 
rain, is cheered when the rays of the fun burft 
forth anew. Joy and modefty flufhed his coun- 
tenance y and immediately taking his manufcript 
in hand, he began to pour forth his verfes with 
a full and fonorous voice. The phyfician, with 
attentive ear and an air of fatisfa&ion, heard 
him to the end, approved his work, and added, 
c One reading is not fufficient to form a complete 
Judgment of the merits of fo excellent a work. 
*3 Wil| 



54 THE TRAVELS OF AWTBHOR 

Will you have the goodnefs to read it again to*> 
morrow ?' What a flattering propofal ! The 
poet would willingly have promifed him teh 
readings : and although he had been unable to 
eat for near a decade, his appetite now returned. 
The next day Eudamippus liftened with .ftiU 
greater attention to the poem ; after which in-, 
quiring after his health $ < J am much better/ 
faid Laco, € and find thofe vaporous fenfatidns* 
which fo cruelly tormented me, much abated/—- 
f < Very,, well/ , returned the phyfician; C I will, 
comt again to-morroUr, to hear ydur poem a 
third. time/ Laco was now inebriated with* 
plcafuir > and was confident he had written a 
mafter-piece, fince it was heard with fo much 
eagernefs and fatisfa&ion. On the third day 
Eudamippus hinjfelf was aftonifhed at the rapid 
recovery, of his patient. His inanimate an4 
funken eyes now fparkled with pleafure, and hi$ 
pale and dejedted countenance exhibited all the 
brilliancy of the raoft florid health. He qpju- 
pU men ted him on the change > and having 
liftened ta a third reading, faid to him, c What 
# furprifirjg cure ! You are extremely fortu* 
pate ! and, as your heajth is now completely tc- 
eftablifhed, I may take my leave. I have a 
great many jxatients* yfaofc cures I (hall findin- 
i^itely.morcidifficuU/. . . 

« This 
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cc This adventure, which Eudarmpptis has 
publifhed abroad, furnifhes much amufcment to 
our wits. The happy Laco and his poem are 
•iavited by every one, *nd the moft unbounded 
praife is lavifhed on him > while the felf-love of 
the poet fwells with pride and pleafure, and trans- 
forms eyerjr thing intp laurels and triumphs. 
He is as happy as Miltiades after his viftory at 
Marathon; or Sophocles when his CEdipus 
gained him the prize at the Olympian games *. 
So true it is that the hero, the man of genius, 
and the man of limited talents often tafte an 
equal (hare of happinefs, and poflefs an equal 
portion of felf-love. 

" I have for fome days paft quitted my rural 
retirement, and am now at Athens ; for the in- 
tercourfe of the world refembles thofe bitters 
which we take from time to time, to fortify the 
ftomach, and add vigor to our appetite. 

Adieu, my dear friend ! Endeavour to enjoy 
life as much as poffible, but mix a little reafon in 
the cup of pleafure •> for it will add permanency 
to enjoyment, enhance its relifh with elegance 
and tafte, and prevent the infipid languor of 
intoxication. I know not whether this letter will 
reach you : but I confide it to one Bacchis, who 

* He died with joy, in confequence of that event, at 
eighty-five years of age. 

B 4 is 
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is going through the towns of Ionia, and has pre** 
mifed to deliver it. 

cc Farewel, be happy !" 

This epiftle at once overwhelmed mc with grief 
and joy <$ for my rapid imagination darted for- 
ward to the moment of future felicity, and re- 
newed my affliction for my prefent lofs. 
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CHAP. LXXXVII. 

Feaft given by Arfames at his paradife.—His 
death.— The kings marriages.— Defarturp $f 
the two friends. 

A Rsames endeavoured to render our flay at 
-** Babylon agreeable, by introducing us to 
innumerable entertainments, and parties of plea- 
fure and feftivity : but he fcarcely allowed us to 
enjoy them for a moment before he took us away. 
Incapable of true heartfelt enjoyment, he was 
conftantly flying from place to place to diverfify 
the fcene, thus to avoid the languid iqfipidity 
and loathing apathy which are the offspring of a 
total vacancy of mind. He invited us to a grand 
entertainment at his paradife on the banks of the 
Euphrates, the preparations for which employed 
(even days ; for he was determined to combine 
every fpecies of pleafure, all that could delight 
the fenfes or charm the imagination. In an ex* 
tenfive meadow, Ipangled over with flowers, he 
caufed a banqueting- room to be ere&ed on the 
margin of the river, and ornamented with all the 
decorations of Afiatic luxury* There he re- 
ceived 
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ccivcd us beneath the ricbeft purple drapery, 
fupported by gilded columns, and the buffets 
and tables were covered with gold and filvcr 
plate. Magnificent carpets were fpread be- 
neath our feet, and garlands of rofcs, of myrtle, 
and of innumerable other flowers, were hung 
round this elegant laloon. The party confided 
of fifty grafts, twenty- five of the number being 
women of the moft fafcinating beauty, and the 
mod inviting brilliancy of opening youth. Their 
bofomswere half- veiled with flowers, and chap- 
lets of myrtle and roles, ftudded with diamonds, 
adorned their hair, which flowed in airy trefles to 
their waifts. Each of us was feated between 
two of thefe fyrens,.while youthful female (laves, 
in attractive dreffes, crowded round us ^cup- 
bearers. A numerous orcheftra delighted qqr 
ears with various melodies $ fometimes gay and 
exhilarating, fometimes tender and voluptuous, 
accompanying the enchanting voices of a hand 
of female fingers. We had feven courfes, *n 
enormous profufion of every dainty, a^cUyjnts 
ofLefbos, Scio, Smyrna, and from all parts of 
Ionia, flowed copioufly around the table. To- 
wards the middle of the entertainment, when 
the evening- ftar arofe, the company left the 
table to walk, either in parties or ieparately, on 
the flowery banks • of the Euphrates^ where a 
4 cool 
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cool refrefhing breeze, the undulating moonlight 
that Clvercd the watefy furface, and the clearnefs 
of the night, confpired to fill the foul with cc- 
ftafy. During our abfence the faloon was illu- 
minated with a vaft cryftal luftre, reprefenting 
the fun, whofe rays, reflc&cd from innumerable 
plates of filver, completely rivalled the fplendor 
of day-light. Martial mufic renewed the fefti- 
vity of this brilliant hall, where we danced till 
Aurora unfolded the purple robe of day. We 
then took water in barges decorated with gild- 
ing, covered with rich carpets, and furniftied 
with foft downy cufhions $ and thus ended this 
entertainment, which was equally fumptuous and 
charming. Arfames had omitted no expence 
to combine every fpecies of pleafure and gra- 
tification; and he did the honours with that eafy 
gracefulnefs and that perfect knowledge of pro- 
priety which naturally fpring from an habitual 
intercourfe with the gay and fafhionable world. 
He teemed to receive as much pleafure » from 
feeing his company happy as from. his own 
amufement ; and I doubted not his apathetic foul 
nyas once more re-animated with the ardor of 
heartfelt delight. 

When we returned home, Phanor extolled 
jhe enjoyments^ the riches, and the happinefs of 
this magnificent fatrap : but J rq>\ied, 

" Pleafure*, 
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" Plcafures, alas ! fcarce for a moment reign, 
Are poor at beft, and often change to pain." 

We went to bed, and were in a profound fleep, 
when we were awakened by a letter from Ar- 
fames, to the following effeft : " Adieu, my 
friends ! I am tired of my exiftence, and am 
going to fee whether the other world is more 
gay. My affairs are very much deranged, ahd 
my family are defirous I fhould reftore them to 
order by marriage. I have been hefitating feme 
time between matrimony and death, but prefer 
the latter, becaufe it is the moft infallible. The 
entertainment I gave yefterday was intended to 
bring my fortunes to a clofe, take leave of my 
friends, and fatiate myfelf with pleafure. But 
this idol of my foul, this objeft of my conftant 
purfuit, is a mere ideal phantom : 'tis the 
fabled cloud that Ixion embraced, and believed 
himfelf in the arms of a goddefs. Alas ! it is 
ever fucceeded by apathy and difguft, I have 
juft fwallowed poifon. If you are fufficiently 
courageous, follow my example j for life is but a 
contemptible poffeffion. Adieu for ever !" 

We inftantly flew to his palace, wfiere we 
found him ft retched upon his bed, and his coun- 
tenance already pale and cadaverous, tie be- 
held us With his eye-balls fixed, faying, " you $re 
come to learn how to die.*'— " We are come," 

frty 
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laid we, " to favc you from death, and refcuc 
you from defpair."— « 'Tis too late/' replied 
he ; '* for the poifon is already raging in my 
veins j and befides, I abhor life, fince it has ever 
been a burden to me. The fatigue of apathy 
and the ardor of paffion have, from my earlieft 
youth, alike driven me into every excefs* My 
great opulence, my elevated rank, and my un- 
interrupted vacancy of purfuit, have opened to 
me the career of pleafure, and have too foon 
worn out my powers both of body and of mind. 
Yefterday you fuppofed my countenance to be il- 
lumined with a ray of pleafure, which was far from 
really warming my heart. From motives of po- 
litenefs I diflembled my apathetic indifference— 
that dreadful enemy of mankind, which has con- 
ftantly purfued me as its prey thefe thirty years ; 
during which I have fuffered a feries of exceffive 
heat and cold, of cares and pains, and innume- 
rable other evils, whether fpringing from fociety 
or my own imagination, from real or factitious 
wants. 

No, 'tis not life we tafte ; we but expeft it. 

ct This world, no doubt, is abandoned to the 
empire of the evil principle. I have long re- 
flected and hefitated, but at length my refolution 

is 
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is immutably fixed. Let me die in peace $ 'tb 
all I now requeft." He teafedi and prefentfy 
the room was full of people. He caft his eyes 
wildly round at the fpe&ators, and feeling his 
entrails tortured, " Ah !" cried he, cc this is 
all I feared!" Aperfeft filence prevailed $ and* 
moment before he expired he loaded Belus and 
Arimanes with curfes. 

We immediately left the melancholy fcencf 
diis palace exhibited. " Well," cried I to Pha-* 
nor, " we have feen an end of the envied hap- 
pinefs of this powerful fatrap, this lord of the 
earth, who, though overwhelmed with the fa- 
vours of fortune, was the moft miferable of 
mankind ! Let us rejoice in our mediocrity* 
for that is the true fupport of virtue. Extreme 
profperity fatigues and enervates the foul, opens 
a door to every vice, and clofes that of happi- 
nefe." We immediately refolved to quit Baby- 
lon. But before I take my leave of that magni- 
ficent city, I will defcribe fome of the cuftoms 
and manners of its inhabitants. 

The tortures ufed by the Perfians are more 
cruel than thofe either of Procruftcs or Phalaris. 
Prifoners are punifhed by crufliing their heads 
on a (lone till no ve.ftige of it remains. With 
the utmoft horror I witnefled the unheard-of 
torments of a wretched being who was con- 
demned 
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dcttrtied to the pumfhment of the trough* Two 
of thefe veffels are excavated fufficiently to hold 
a criminal from his neck to his ancles, fo as to 
fit together, covering the whole body except 
tht head and feet- In this ftate food is given 
him, which if he refufe to eat, he is compelled 
by flicking needles in his eyes. When he has 
eaten, honey, diluted in milk, is given him to 
drinkj and fome of it rubbed on his face, 
which isconftantly turned towards the fun, that 
not only he may receive its fcorching rays, but 
that his face may be covered with flies j while the 
corruption and worms, engendered by his or- 
dure, devour him alive. Hence, when this 
miferable wretch died, his flefli appeared to 
have been eaten away. In thefe dreadful tor- 
ments he lived feventeen days. 

The Perfians celebrate the anniverfary of their 
birth with great pomp. On that day the rich 
have a horfe, a camel* an afs, and an ox, all 
roafted, ferved up to table. They are very in- 
quifitive relative to foreign manners and cuftoms, 
and have borrowed from the Greeks their moft 
unnatural vices. They are allowed a plurality 
of wives, and as many concubines as they 
pleafe. They have a very wife law, which re- 
ftri&s every one, even the king himfelf, from 

putting 



6\. THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 

putting any man to death for the firft crime* i 
nor can any one punifh a flave immediately for 
the firft fault. 

They confider it extremely difgraceful to teH 
a lie, and, next to this, to be in debt j " be- 
caufc," fay they, " he who is in debt is neceflarily 
a liar." 

Walking one day on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates with Phanor, he happened to fpit into 
the river, and then to wafti his hands in k thc 
ftream. Upon this we were inftantly fur- 
rounded by a dozen women, who, with all the 
fury of bacchantes, were going to drag us to 
priibni Fortunately a friend of Arfames an- 
fwered for us, and refcued us from their hands. 
He told us we had committed a very great im* 
piety, that the Perfians paid divine honours to 
rivers, and that it was forbidden, under feverfc 
penalties, to fpit or wa(h the hands there, or co- 
defile them by any fpecies of impurity ** 

Artaxerxes, who then fat upon the throne of 
Perfia, had three hundred of the fineft women 
in his dominions as concubines : yet that prince 

* The Greeks often made votive offerings of their hair to 
rivers. In Homer, Peleus vows the hair of his fon AchiJlet 
to the river Sperchius, in cafe he fhould return victorious 
from the fiege of Troy. 

fell 



Iff CR2ECB AND ASIA* 65 

fell in love with his own daughter Atoffa. Pa- 
ry fates, the king's mother, a woman of aftrong 
underftanding and unbounded ambition, fa- 
voured and nourifhed this inceftuous paflion, 
and perfuaded him to marry her, and to contemn 
the laws and prejudices of Greece. " You," 
laid (he, u are given by the gods to the Per- 
fians, as the only law, the only rule of right and 
wrong, of virtue and of vice." 

I was informed this monarch alfo married his 
other daughter Ameftris; but his paflion for 
Atofla prevailed over every other inclination, 
and was fo lively and fo conftant, that notwith- 
ftanding a cutaneous diforder, which covered 
her whole body, his love was in nowife dimi- 
nilhed. He was always in the temple of Juno, 
proftrating himielf before her ftatue, and killing 
the earth for her recovery -, and required of 
his courtiers and fatraps fo many prefents and 
offerings for that goddefs, that the whole road 
from his palace to the temple, which is fixteen 
ftadia, was covered with gold and filver, and the 
richeft purple cloth. 
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CHAP. LXXXVIII. 

Description of the city of Halicarnaffus.—Vifit to 
Papbos. — The temple of Venus.— An adventure 
tbere.-*-TragicaI death of a beautiful young 
woman. Stilpo the Jioic pbilofopber* 

We took leave of Babylon with very little re- 
gret. Our affedlion for our native coun- 
try called us back into Greece, where we fighed 
for the pleafure of again embracing our friends 
and relations, and where I languifhcd to prefs 
my dear Lafthenia to my bofom ; the fweet re- 
membrance of whofe tendernefs riyetted my 
foul to the (hores of Attica, In our journey 
we frequently underwent great fatigues, and in- 
curred confide rable danger. One night, as wc 
were traverfing a branch of Mount Taurus, 
accompanied by a fingle guide, an immenfc 
troop of familhed wolves filled the air with their 
howlings, and foon after attacked us. Wc 
were obliged to abandon our horfes to them, 
which they devoured; and we fhould ourfelves 
have fallen a prey to their voracioufnefs, had 
we not lighted fcvcral large fires, and taken our 

ftation 
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ftation between them. At length, haraffed and 
overcome with fatigue and difficulties, wc ar- 
rived at Halicarnaffus, the capital of Caria. ' 

This city is furnilhed with a very fine port, 
and is extremely rich, having been embellifhed 
with palaces and fuperb monuments by king 
Maufolus, who held his court there. At the 
fummit of the caftle, which is fituated in the 
middle of the town, is the temple of Mars, 
containing a coloffal ftatue, of very fine work- 
manfhip : but its chief ornament is the magnifi- 
cent maufoleum, begun by Artemifia, to eternize 
the memory of her hirfband, and her incon- 
folable grief for his death. It (lands in the 
middle of a very broad, extenfive ftreet, and is 
one of the feven wonders of the world. But 
Artemifia did not live long enough to fee the 
work completed*. 

We paid a vifit to the fountain Salmacis, 
whofe waters arc faid to caufe love-ficknefs and 
effeminacy. Phanor, however, braved the 
common opinion, and ventured to drink. Wc 

* The extent and magnificence of this tomb were (o fur- 
prifing, and it was fo much admired by the Romans, who 
confidered it as a prodigy of art, that when fpeaking of any 
-uncommonly magnificent tomb, they called it a maufoleum. 
It isdefcribed at large by Pliny. 

f 2 fhall 
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(hall fee, hereafter, whether we had reafon to 
believe in its pretended powers. 

Previous to our departure we paid a tribute 
of refpeflt to the afhes of Herodotus, the father 
of hiftorical narrative, who was born and died irt 
this city. 

Here we embarked for the ifland of Cyprus, 
being very defirous of vifiting the celebrated Pa- 
phos*, where Venus has fo magnificent a temple, 
in which the women, though adorned with the moft 
attractive perfonal charms, feem deftitute of thole 
ofmodefty ; and, votaries rather of caprice than 
of love, are devoted, from their infancy, to the 
worfhip of the goddefs of beauty. 

Neptune and the winds furioufly agitated our 
flender bark, and all of us, failors, officers, 
pafflfcngers, and even two women, took our 
turns at the oars; and during fix-and-thirty 
hours we were almoft deftitute of food. At 
length, towards noon, we difcovered Paphos, 
which (lands on the edge of the fea, and at 
night we arrived in the harbour. 

The ifland of Cyprus, which formerly joined 
the continent of Syria, was feparated from it by 
an earthquake. The whole ifland is facred to 
Venus, but more particularly the city of Paphos, 

• Now called Baffo. 

Of 
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bf which the founder was Paphus, fon of Pygma- 
lion, by a beautiful ftatue of Venus. This ftatuc 
was the work of his own hands, and being animated 
by the goddefs in compliance with his prayers, 
was married to him* Paphus, who was the off- 
spring of this union, in commemoration of his 
extraordinary birth, built a fuperb temple to his 
mother, whence (he was often called the Paphian 
goddefs. 

This edifice we vifited the morning after our 
arrival, and found above a hundred women, 
moftly in the opening bloom of youth, full of 
the mod attractive charms, and adorned with 
the prefents of Flora in lieu of pearls and 
rubies. We had fcarcely entered the temple 
before the foft flame of love and the fweet fen- 
fations of delight, wantoned around our hearts, 
and we felt that we were in the immediate pre- 
fenceof the goddefs of beauty and of pleafure. 

This magnificent temple fhines with gold and 
iapphire, and on its hundred altars incenfe and 
Arabian perfumes are perpetually fmoking. 
But the mafter-pieces of art, drawn by the moft 
immortal hands, engaged our particular atten- 
tion. In a large and very fine pidture Venus is 
rcprefented on a car, dire&ed by the Loves, and 
drawn by fwans and doves. It was impoffible to 
behold this divine-figure without feeling the 
f 3 flames 
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flames of love awakened in our bofoms. The 
goddefs, vivifying all the beings around her, and 
giving fecundity to the whole of Nature, together 
with a number of ftatues, reprefenting its re- 
production, in the fineft Paros marble, decorate 
this fuperb building. But the pifture of the 
dying Adonis particularly invited our attention 
and commanded our admiration. The wounded 
youth, pale and languifhing, yet beautiful as 
Love himfelf, lies extended in a meadow, whofe 
verdure, and the flowers that adorn it, are. dif- 
coloured by his blood.- Venus, whofe arms and 
bofom are bare, has juft thrown away her crown 
in the delirium of defpair ; and equally pale 
with the dying youth, overwhelms him with 
kifles, calls upon his name, bathes him with her 
tears, calls upon him again, folds him in her 
arms, and prefles him to her fnowy bofom* 
She drives to clofe the wound, and to flop the 
blood with her lovely hair, till at length, in a 
ftupor of grief, fhe feems as motionlefs as a 
ftatue. In the background, beneath an ancient 
oak,, appears an enormous wild boar, wounded 
with an arrow from the hand of Venus, too late, 
alas! to fave the unfortunate Adonis. This 
animal is ftruggling in the agonies of death, 
and his eyes dill glare with ferocity and revenge. 
In the meanwhile Adonis is dying, and his fond 
••:•■': 13 lover 
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lover feems to breathe her laft as he expires. 
Near him appears a flower called anemone, juft 
opening its petals, into which the corpfe of the 
unfortunate fon of Myrrha is transformed. 

The minifters of the temple of Venus never 
immolate any vi&ims upon her altars, and blood 
never defiles her fan&uary. The goddefs only 
breathes the fragrance of incenfe and the fineft 
aromarics. We obferved the women come in 
proceffion, and lay their offerings upon the altar, 
confiding of perfumes and flowers. Two bands 
of the moft beautiful young women, whofc loofe 
flowing hair was crowned with rofes, and their 
bofoms half covered with garlands of myrtle, 
Jang facrcd hymns alternately in refponfivc- 
ftrains. Their clear voices, the rich harmony 
of their melodious chords, their animated gaiety, 
their frefh and beautiful complexions, filled the 
foul with a religious ardour for the worfhip of 
the mother of the Loves. Phanor and myfelf 
imagined ourfelves tranfported to the very fooc 
of her throne,, and to the abodes of the immor- - 
tal gods. As foon as the fongs had ceafed, we 
law two young women, of whom the one ap- 
peared^ fomewhat older than the other, filently 
advancing towards one of the ftatuesj upon 
which the elder of them took a crown of rofesu 
4nd myrtle from the head of her companion, 

f 4 and 
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and placed it upon that of Venus, after which 
fhe proftrated herfelf at the feet of the goddcfsj 
and when (he arofe, they both burned incenfe and 
myrrh upon the altar. We attentively obferved 
thefe ceremonies, which having performed, (hey 
quitted the temple. We followed and accofted 
them, and I requefted them to explain the mo- 
tives of thefe adorations, cc I came," faidthe elder 
of them, " to confecrate my daughter to Venus $ 
for fhe is j uft verging into woman, and muftpay 
the accuftomed tribute to the goddefs V — "Your 
daughter !" exclaimed I, with aftoniftiment: 
u . I fhould have imagined a very few fummers 

•Voltaire, with his ufual weapon of ridicule, boldly con- 
tefts the reality of thefe probations in the temples of Venus 
at Babylon and in Cyprus : but Herodotus, who was an eye* 
witnefs to the faft, has a better claim to our belief. Strabo 
alfo confirms the truth of this cuftom ; and it is fpoken of by 
the prophet Jeremiah, who, an hundred and fifty years be- 
fore the tine of Herodotus, aflerted, that when, a woman of 
Babylon had been in the arms of a fir anger, (he boafted of 
the preference (hewn her, and rallied thole who had not the 
good fortune to be chofen. At Heliopolis, alfo, in Phoe- 
nicia, both married women and virgins proftituted themfelver* 
In fait no abfurdity ought to furprife us that fprings from 
fuperftition. There is no crime which the intervention of 
the gods has not at fome period fandtioned and confecrated* 
Human blood has too often been fhed to do them honour; 
and however difgufting the religious violation of chaflity 
may appear, there is certainly lefs inhumanity in it than in 
aurder. This cuftom was finally aboliflied by Conftantine. 

had 
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had intervened between your births." — cc I have 
almoft completed my fifth luftrum," returned 
fhe, €€ and my daughter is but thirteen years 
old. I was but twelve myfelf when I gave her 
birth *." — « By Juno and all the gods, Paris 
himfelf would be at a lofs to choofe between the 
mother and the daughter !" Phanor, however* 
immediately fixed his choice on the daughter, 
whofe name was Philodamia. Her mother was 
called Pieria. We all walked together within 
the precinft of the temple, which, befides that 
edifice, included the dwellings of the priefts, a 
plot of cultivated ground, meadows, covered 
walks, and a charming grove, which af- 
forded a cool and myfterious retreat. Cyprus 
enjoys a perpetual fpring, a foft and enchanting 
climate, and brings forth an abundance of all the 
good things of the earth. Scarcely do <thc 
zephyrs move without fpreading afar the fwcet 
fragrance and exhilarating freflinefs of the plants 
and flowers, and embalming the air with the 
moil grateful odours. The grove in which we 
were wandering re-echoed with the amorous 
warblings of innumerable birds, and the very air 

•' This premature geftation is not uncommon in hot cli- 
mates, and in thofe countries whofe inhabitants are peculiarly 
addicted to love. The latitude of Baffo is 34 degrees and 
50 minutes. 

we 
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we breathed feemed to be the vehicle of pleafure 
and delight. Phanor was powerfully affe&ed by 
its influence ; for he had drank of the water of 
Salmacis, and was already fo deeply enamoured 
witK the youthful Philodamia, that he entreated 
her to grant him the preference in the offering 
flie was about to make of her firft favours, 
Philodamia, who began to feel a fympathetic 
inclination, and the palpitation of expanding 
hope, folicited the confent of her mother, who 
readily granted her requeft. They immediately 
difappeared, and the divine Cytherasa no doubt 
looked down upon their loves with aufpicious 
fmiles, and crowned their piety with the fweeteft 
tranfports. In the meanwhile I remained in 
calm and uncflipaflioned converfation with 
Pieria. But the very air of Paphos is con- 
tagidus. We were feated on a bed of tur£ 
beneath a leafy bower that feemed as if confe- 
crated to the delights of love. At length, 
while thus fitting befide each other, converfation 
languiflied, and inclination gradually took pof- 
feflion of our fouls and warmed our bofoms. 
The fine black eyes of Pieria, which were 
gliftening with the fire of iove, awakened my 
paflion; and thus Minerva abandoned me to the 
fole dominion of the goddefs of this facred fpot, 
who for a while robbed her of all her power. 

Tranfported 
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Tranfported with her divine influence, I threw 
myfelf on my knees before Pieria, and foliated, 
in the name of Venus, the fame felicity her 
daughter had granted to my friend. " My 
mother," cried fhe, " confecratcd me, from the 
cradle, to the worfbip of the goddefs of love ** 
and I have already more than once paid my tri- 
bute of devotion and of gratitude to her power. 
A woman of Paphos, however, can feldom re- 
fufe favours folicrted in her name, efpecially 
when the objedt is fo agreeable." At thefe 
words I laid my head upon her bofom, and luffed 
her with all the ardor of the moft empaffioned 
love. O Venus ! eternal fource of our fwceteft 



• Athenseas relates that the inhabitants of Cyprus oftea 
fonfecrated their daughters to the profeffion of courtefana. At 
Surat the dancing women, called baHaderas % and who are fo 
much celebrated in the Eaft Indies, are incorporated in femi- 
naries of pleafure. They belong to the richeft pagodas, dance 
on great and folemn occafions in the temples, and are fubfer- 
vient to the pleafures of the Brahmins* All thefe dances are 
amorous pantomimes, in which they exprefs, with furprifing 
truth, the rife and progrefs of the paffion of love, together with 
all the tranfports of the moft ardent courtihip. Every thing 
confpires to enhance the charms of thefe furprifing women* 
Their long black hair, bound up in treffes or loofcly flowing 
on their moulders, is loaded with diamonds and fiudded 
with flowers. They wear necklaces and bracelets of precious 
Aones, and they are extremely attentive to preferve the beau- 
tiful form of their bofom s. 



delights ! 
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delight! how intoxicating are thy tranfports! 
Charming retreat ! whofe refrefhing cool and 
enchanting calm were enhanced by the cooing of 
the doves that hovered over our heads, the 
tender melody of the various birds around us, 
and the foft and perpetual murmurs of the 
Naiad, who poured her waters near us ; while the 
animated and enticing glances of Pieria, her faf- 
cinating careffes, our mutual ardour, and the 
novelty of this lovely conqueft, at once con- 
fpired to fill my foul with all the ecftafy of 
amorous intoxication. Thus did two hours 
glide away with the rapidity of thought, after 
which we rejoined Philodamia and Phanor, whom 
we found equally delighted with each other, and 
immediately took our way to return to Paphos; 
But what a change of fcene and of fituation ! 
whatafuddcn contraft now met our view ! Per- 
ceiving a funeral proceflion flowly advancing 
towards a neighbouring hill, we immediately 
went up to it. What an affe&ing fight ! A 
girl, who had died in the bloom of opening 
youth, lay extended on the bier* Death had 
not yet difturbed the lovely fymmctry of 
her features. Ah ! how beautiful ! how di- 
vine ! We almoft imagined we were con- 
templating Venus herfelf in the arms of fleep. 
The palenefs of her complexion was the only 

figt) 



IN OREECB A*D ASIA. 77 

fign of her inanimate ftate. Her bofom, which 
was as white as (how, was bare, and ftained with 
blood, and we (huddered to behold it torn by a 
deep wound. Women of various ages fur- 
rounded the corpfe, weeping and uttering cries 
and lamentations, and behind them a youth with 
a wild air of defperation, his loofe hair flowing to 
the wind, was fupported by two other young 
men. We accompanied this mournful pro- 
ceflion, and participated in the fympathetic 
diftrefs it occafioned. When it reached the hill 
the corpfe was placed on a pile which had al- 
ready been prepared, and waf immediately feton 
fire. The cries and tears, the fobs and lament- 
ations of the attendants were now redoubled, and 
fcarcely could they withhold the youth from 
rufhing into the flames. When the precious re- 
mains of this lovely girl were confumed, and her 
alhes colle&ed in the funereal urn, we retired 
full of the moft poignant grief, the impreffions 
of which are always more lively and more du- 
rable than thole of pleafure. Thus from the 
arms of enjoyment we # paffed as it were into the 
bofom of death. In the meanwhile Pieria and 
her daughter promifed to rejoin us as foon as they 
could, and therefore we waited for them be- 
neath the periftyle of the temple. 

As 
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As our veffel was to fail the next day, 1 re- 
minded Phanor of our approaching departure : 
but he replied that he could not refolve fo foon 
to part from his dear Philodamia. " What V 9 
laid I, " will you then remain here feven years, 
like Ulyffcs in the idand of Ogygia ?"— « No, 
anfwered he ; "I only aflc for a delay of a 
fingle decade." To this I confented without 
much difficulty. Perhaps, though my paffion 
was lefs ardent than his, the fame bonds retained 
me in the country of my Calypfo. We foon be- 
held our two lovers return. Pieria exclaimed, 
as (he came up #o us, " We are in defpair ! 
Paphos has fuffered an irreparable lofs in the 
beautiful Charifta* whom every mother bewails 
as though fhe were her own daughter, while 
every maid deplores her as a After ; and the men 
are in as great a confirmation as if Venus her* 
fclf had deferted our city and our idand. I will 
tell you," continued (he, " the tragical ftory 
of her death. Our priefts allure us it arofe 
from the vengeance of Venus, to whom Cha- 
rifta obftinately refufed tfie tribute we all owe 
that goddefs at leaft once in our lives. In fhort, 
ihe would never receive the embraces of any 
ftranger ; and the irritated goddefs has ordered 
her fon to revenge this affront, which he has, alas ! 

punifhed 
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punifhcd with too much rigor; a rigor un- 
equalled except by that inflidted on the unfortu- 
nate Pafiphae *. 

" Charifta was deeply in love with Pafeas, a 
youth who is as handfome as the celebrated 
Hylas, of whom Hercules was (b fond : but 
though the day of their nuptials rapidly ap- 
. proached, Cupid had awakened an inceftuous 
paflion for his daughter in the bread of Cleadas, 
the father of Charifta ; and hence this barbarous 
parent had, under various pretexts, deferred 
from day to day the union of the lovers. But at 
length, no longer daring to rcfift the wifties of 
his family, and of the whole city, he gave his 
confent. Alas ! the traitor was at the fame time 
meditating the mod execrable of defigns. Cha- 
rifta had perceived this dreadful paflion of her 
father, but ihe preferved an inviolable filence, 
and only oppofed his licentious defires by tears 
and intreaties. Cleadas, tired of fo tedious a re- 
fiftance to his wifhes, and finding his prey was 
on the point of efcaping, refolved to procure, 
either by force, oraddrefs, what was refufed to 
his folicitations. He therefore bribed the nurfc 
of this unfortunate maid, who promifed to 

• Venus, enraged at Phcebus, the father of Pafiphae, *ho 
had furpiifed that god dels with Mars, iufpired his daugh- 
ter with an unnatural paflion tor a bull. 

admit 
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admit him in the night-rime, when Charifta was 
afleep*. Accordingly at the fecond watch* this 
inceftuous father entered her chamber with a 
lamp in one hand and a poniard in the other. 
Thin he approached her, foftly letting down 
his feet, while the lovely and innocent Charifta 
lay ftretched upon her bed, half uncovered, and 
fleeping in unconfeious fecurity. The Loves 
jecmed to hover around her, and (hiekltng her 
with their wings, fmiled upon her charms. 
But the pafiion of the infamous Cicadas raged 
with new ardor at the fight ; and having paufed 
a moment to contemplate her unrivalled beauty, 
and feaft upon her attractions, he was already 
intoxicated with anticipated joy ; as the ruthlefs 
tiger bellows with exultation when about to de- 
vour the timid and gende lamb. He now 
placed his lamp and his poniard on a table that 
flood by the bed, and then ru(hed into the arms 
of his vi£tim« Charifta fuddenly awoke, and 
perceiving her father, uttered a dreadful (cream ; 
then alternately recurring to prayers, tears, and 
entreaties, (he defended herfelf with fury, till at 
length, full of defpair and horror at her inability 
to proteft herfelf, (he feized the poniard, and 
plunged it in her bolbm. Even the blood of his 
daughter, which fpouted on him with impetu- 
ofity, did not fufpend his rage ; and he brutally 

confummated 
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confumtaated his crime. Hence, though he in- 
ftantly took to flight, Pafeas has fworn, upon 
the afhes of Charifta, to revenge her death, and 
is gone in purfuit of the fugitive." 

Having liftened to this (hocking narrative, and 
the night now doling in, we feparated till the 
neit day. By a Angular coincidence of circum- 
stances, as foon as I arofe in the morning I 
walked on the port, where, as 1 contemplated 
a veffel from which the paflengers were landing, 
fuddenly I recognized, amid a thick bufhy 
beard, the features of Stilpo of Megara, the 
floic philofopher. I knew he had juft loft his 
wife, his children, and his property, in the con-> 
flagration of his native city, which had been lately 
reduced to afhes by the Lacedaemonians. I was 
fo much affe&ed with his misfortunes, that I em- 
braced him with tears, but without daring to 
name this dreadful cataftrophe. A Paphian, 
however, learning that he came from Megara, 
afked him whether, in that fatal calamity, he 
had not fuffered fome great lofs : " No," replied 
the philofopher * " thank's to the gods, I have 
only loft my wi&, my children, and my fortune ! 
Every thing that perfonally belonged to me re*- 
mains." This anfwer flupified me with horror. 
He perceived my fenfations, and added, " The 

vol. in. o war 
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war has not robbed me of my virtue, my know- 
ledge, or my eloquence. We ought to prefcrve 
our wives, our children, and our property as 
long as pofTible, but we fhould confidcr all thefe 
things as extraneous to us. Virtue is contented 
with thepoflefiion of herfclf. The philofopher 
Antifthenes has juftly faid, that man ought only to 
accumulate what will fwim upon the waters, that 
in cafe of fhipwreck he may be able to fave all 
his real wealth. The truly wife man muft 
qualify himfelf to live alone : he muft break 
every bond that is too ftrong, and efpoufe only 
his own foul. My fortune, my family— all thefe 
things were no part of myfelf. I my felf remain 
entire, and virtue alone is fufficicnt to happinefs." 
<c This philofophy," faid I, laying my hand upon 
his heart, <c fprings from this fourcc — here is its 
true origin." — I then afked him what induced 
him to vifit Paphos. " Merc curiofity," faid he. 
t€ I am come to behold this fingular race of 
men who are converted into women, and of 
women changed into lafcivious brutes/' On 
hearing thefe words I left him, and never after- 
wards fought a fecond interview ; for his fyftem 
of morality and his rigid ftoicifm difgufted me, 
and threw a painful gloom over my mind. 

We 
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We had now been three days at Paphos, 
where our time was wholly occupied in feftivals 
and pleafures, and the mod charming excurfions. 
But though we were feldom abfent from Pieria 
and Philodamia, this mode of life began to fa- 
tigue me. Apathy and dilguft took pofleffion 
of my heart, and I was anxious to quit the ifland 
had I not been averfe again to propofe fo preci- 
pitate a departure. At length, however, I 
hazarded a few words upon the fubjedt, and was 
much furprifed at my friend's reply. He told 
me he hadhimfelf beenwifliingto leave Paphos, 
but that he had not dared to mention it. <f Thefc 
pleafures,'' faid he, Cf which are fo eafily ac- 
quired, thefc enjoyments, wherein the heart has 
no (hare whatever, are fatiguing and difgufting 
to the mind. This is not either the happinefs 
or the kind of companion I defire. In love, the 
greateft favour fhould be preceded by lefs de- 
cifive condcfcenfions, which mud be fucceffively 
fued for and obtained before we arrive at the 
fupreme felicity. Let us make our efcape, like 
Ulyffes, from this enchanted ifland, which is 
no lefs dangerous to our peace than that of 
Circe." 

A violent gale of contrary winds having 
fortunately driven our veffel back into port, we ^ 
g 2 embarked 
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embarked before fun- rife, but without taking 
leave of our two enchanting nymphs, who, 
with their accuftomed facility, would no doubt 
foon meet with new paramours to confole them 
for their lofs. 



^ 
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CHAP. LXXXIX. 

Converfation of the two friends on board the Jhip. 
— They meet 'with two Greeks. — Tie cave of 
Tropbonius. — Fables of Prometheus and of 
Midas.— Hijtory of Gyges. 

Our voyage was favourable and happy, and 
during the leifure it afforded Phanor made 
many ferious reflexions. He now no longer 
meditated a retreat to Mount Athos, to live 
there as a reclufe, but on the contrary deter- 
mined to fix his inconftant heart by a tender 
and permanent attachment. " Thefe illufory 
pleafures," faid he, " which we have juft aban- 
doned— -thefe fallacious enjoyments, which are 
unaccompanied by the heartfelt fentiment of 
friendfliip, have filled me with apathy and in- 
difference, and my foul feems reduced to a kind 
of cheerlcfs defcrt. The firft impulfe of na- 
ture is that of mutual love ; and a ftate of in* 
fulated folitude would be utterly infupportable. 
One of our philofophers has faid that a woman 
is a miftrefs as long as the bloom of youth con- 
tinues, a companion in the maturity of life, and 
g 3 a friend 
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a friend and nurfe in old age ; fo that at all times 
marriage is beneficial. I find, it is true, in your 
fociety and fricndfhip a confolatory charm that 
foothes every inquietude of my foul : but wc 
fhall not always be together ; and you will one 
day go and rejoin your Lafthenia. Even in the 
bofom of Friendlhip herfelf 1 feel a kind of 
blank, a longing defire for the delights of real 
Jove; and am at once impatient of my own in- 
conftancy, anddifgu : led withthofe beauties who 
are more incumbered with vices than decorated 
with charms. It is my wifli to meet with a 
woman of a pleafing perfon, a ftrong and en- 
lightened mind, a fweet fenfibility of heart, and 
whofe modefty and virtue embellifh and enhance 
her charms." — <f And who loves you tenderly ?" 
added I.—" Certainly," replied Phanor. — « I 
wi(h," faid I, " you may have the good fortune 
to find fuch a companion. According to Plato, 
our fouls, thofe rays of the divinity, before they 
are inclofed in this grofs receptacle of our bodies, 
inhabit one of the planets, where they are in- 
feparably united in couples, and an invincible 
charm awakens in them a pure and celeftial 
paffion. Theft fouls being divided and placed 
upon the earth, are perpetually feeking each 
other, and, till they meet, cannot enjoy the 
fatisfadlion of true love. You have not yet met 

with 
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with the foul you loved in that planer, and this is 
the true caufe of your vcrfatility and difguft." — 
" Well, replied Phanor, " I will feek her with 
fo much care and afiiduity, that I hope I (hall 
find her at laft. Indeed I have a prefentiment I 
fhall." 

Our converfation was interrupted by a Greek 
named Mamercus, who had taken his paflage, 
together with his brother Cebes, and was walk- 
ing the deck. Mamercus was a man of eafy 
and agreeable manners, but the gravity and 
filence of Cebes were the aftonifhment and the 
amufement of the crew. On inquiring of Ma- 
mercus the caufe of his brother's melancholy: 
"It is a puni(hment, ,> faid he, "which has been 
infli&ed on him for his curiofity. He thought 
proper to enter the cave of Trophonius and con* 
fultthc oracle j and has experienced the truth of 
the proverb which defcribes a man who never 
laughs as having vifited that cavern. It 
is in order to divert his mind, and efface thefc 
melancholy impreffions, that during the laft 
three months I have induced him to travel." 
We requefted Mamercus to give us fome ac- 
count of this oracle, and the manner in which it 
is confuked, " Mod willingly," faid he. " But 
come and fit befide my brother, who will affift 
me in my narrative,, and tell you what he has 
g 4 fecn 
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fccn and heard." Cebes, at the requeft of Ma- 
mercus, fmoothed his wrinkled brow, and cori- 
fented to initiate us in the myftcries of the 
oracle. We feated ourfelves on the deck ; for 
the fun being veiled by light clouds, the coolnefs 
of the air and water rendered the weather un-^ 
commonly pleafant. 

cc Indeed I know not," faid Mamercus, c< why 
this Trophonius, who was only an architcft and 
a great rogue, was raifed to the rank of a god* 
The cave where his oracles are delivered, is fili- 
ated in the middle of a wood near Lebadea. I 
did my utmoft to difluade my brother from this 
enterprife, but he was inflexible."—" Having 
prefented myfelf," faid Cebes, to the minifterfc 
of the temple, I underwent a moft rigorous exa- 
mination relative to my mode of life and my 
religious principles. I was then conduced into 
a chapel confecrated to Fortune and the Genius 
of the place, where I continued feveraldays. I was 
ordered to ufe the cold-bath, and to abftain from 
wine and fcvcral other things, being fed only 
on the vifiims I offered to Trophonius, The 
evening preceding the day on which I was to 
confult the oracle I offered up a ram ; and on 
examining the entrails, the priefts declared that 
Trophonius accepted my homage. I was then 
ordered to make various ablutions, and two 
6 children, 
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children, called Mercuries, came to wafli me 
and rub me with oil. I drank of the water of 
the fountain of Lethe, which, like the river of 
the infernal regions, caufes oblivion of the paft. 
After this fome water was given me from the 
fountain of Mnemofyne, which fixes in the 
memory every thing that paffes in the cavern, 
I then went into the chapel to pray to the ftatue 
of Trophonius, after which I was dreffed in 
a linen robe ; and as thefe ceremonies are 
only performed by night, I was conduced by 
torch-light to the fecond cavern. There I parted 
from my brother, who, together with fome 
other perfons, equally influenced by curiofity, had 
accompanied me. Before I entered, a prieft 
gave me two cakes, ordering me to hold one in 
each hand, and on no account to quit my 
hold, becaufe they were to protect me againft 
the bite of the ferpents which abounded in the 
cavern."— <c Mere prieftcrafc!" exclaimed Ma- 
mercus ; " they furnifh thofe who confult the 
oracle with thefe cakes, only to employ their 
hands, and that they may not become too well 
acquainted with the ichnography of the place.'* 
— " 1 then defcended by a ladder," faid Cebes, 
" into another cavern, and when I had arrived at 
a certain depth I met with a very narrow open- 
ing, into which they made me put my hands and 

feet, 
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feet, though not without great difficulty ; and I 
confefs 1 began to be terrified. But I had no 
time for reflection, fori was immediately drawn, 
with extreme rapidity, to the bottom of the 
cavern. I know not what I faw or did, or 
what became of me, for I loft my prefence of 
mind ; and all I remember is, that I did not ftay 
there long; though fome perfons remain there 
feveral days. When I came away, I was drawn 
up in the lame machine with my feet uppermoft." 
— " I faw him arrive," refumed his brother, 
" in the balluftrade at the mouth of the cavern, 
where we were waiting for him. What a fpe&re 
he appeared ! I was quite alarmed, and my 
heart fcemed to contract with horror at the 
fight. His eyes were funken, his countenance 
pale and thin, and he dared at me without know, 
ing me, I called him by name, but he gave me 
no anfwer, and feemed almoft in a ftatc of fuf- 
pended animation. The priefts placed him oa 
the feat of Mnemofyne, and there he was to re- 
coiled all he had fcen and heard. He pro- 
nounced a few unconnected words, vyhich the 
priefts noted'down, and gave them as the .oracle 
of Trophonius > after which he was conduced 
to the chapel of Fortune and the Genius of the 
place. At length he came to himfelf by flow 
degrees, and we gathered round him, and afked 

him 
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him various queftions relative to what he had 
feen : but of this he had only a very confufed 
idea. He talked of the Styx, of harmonious 
mufic, and of a dazzling light. He could tell 
us no more ; and this, I imagine, is all the advan- 
tage to be derived from this mifcrable ceremony, 
except a deep impreflion of melancholy caufed 
by the agitation and affright which thefe vidtims 
of fuperftition undergo, and which they retain 
during the remainder of their lives. In fact this 
is the grofleft and mod audacious impofture of 
all the oracles of Greece i for it is evident that the 
priefts enter the fubterraneous cavern by fecret 
paffages, and employ every poffible means of 
difturbing the imagination of weak minds." 

We thanked the two brothers for their in- 
formation, and during the remainder of our 
voyage Cebes preferved his taciturnity. But wc 
convcrfed freely with Mamercus, who was a moft 
pleafing companion, a man of extenfive informa- 
tion, and amufed both the piaffe ngers and failors 
with hiftories and fables. Among others he re- 
lated that of Prometheus, which they often afked 
him to repeat, becaufc he made the old fons 
of Neptune believe they would grow young 
again, if a drug could be found which had been 
unfortunately loft* The ftory was as follows : 

" Prometheus 
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<c Prometheus made a ftatue of clay, mixed 
up with leven, the gall of an afpic, and the foam 
of a lion. Such, my friends/* faid Mamercus, 
"was the origin of man, though we cannot 
much boaft of our parentage. This figure, 
however, was as yet an infenfible mafs, till Pro- 
metheus dole fire from the fun ; and thus man 
became animated. But fcarcely had he begun 
to breathe when he complained to the gods of 
their fatal gift, and grief took poffeffion of his 
foul even from the firft moment of his exiftence. 
To confolc him, and to mitigate his fufferings, 
Jupiter gave him a drug, which had the power 
ofreftoringhis youth. Man was delighted with 
the prefent, and placed ft upon an afs : but the 
bead becoming extremely thirfty on the road, 
flopped at a fountain which was guarded by a 
ferpent, who would not permit the animal to 
drink unlefs he would refign the drug. The afs 
confentedj and from that time the ferpent has 
poffeffed this rejuvenating power j while we poor 
mortals irrecoverably grow old." 

The failors, efpecially thofe who were in 
years, vehemently curfed the folly of the afs and 
the fubtlety of the ferpent : and as the fea was 
ealm, and we advanced with our oars, favoured 
by a gentle and propitious breeze, the crew re- 
quefted Mamercus to oblige them with ibme 

other 
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other hiftory. Without waiting to be prefled, 
he immediately faid he would relate the adven- 
tures of Midas king of Phry gia. 

€€ Midas," faid he, <c was a worthy honeft 
man, but was by no means blcffcd with a ftrong 
underftanding. He had once given an hofpitable 
reception to the aged Silenus, the fofter-father of 
Bacchus, and the god was fo pleaied with his 
kind treatment, that palling through his domi- 
nions after his return from India, he promifcd to 
grant him whatever he fhould wifh for. The 
king, who had lefs wifdom than avarice, 
requefted that whatever he fhould touch 
might be converted into gold. Bacchus pitied 
his covetoufnefs and folly, but granted his 
jfctition." The failors applauded the wifli of 
Midas, and faid that were they in his place 
they would have adted in the fame manner. 
** We Ihould then," faid they, cc have as much 
gold as we could wifli for."— •" You will pre- 
ieatly perceive," replied Mamercus, <c whether 
your wifhes would not rather be prejudicial than 
advantageous. Money being now of no value 
to Midas, he ordered a grand entertainment, 
and at the hour appointed fat down to table full 
of joy and exultations till taking a piece of 
bread, it immediately changed to gold. He then 
took a partridge, of which he put a morfel in 

his 
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his mouth ; but it was inftantly converted into 
the fame metal. Full of aftonifhment at thefe 
difappointments, he took an apple, which as 
fuddenly rivalled thofc of the Hefperides. He 
then attempted to drink a cup of Smyrna wine, 
but the purple juice no fooner touched his lips 
than it became liquid gold. In (hort, whatever 
he touched or attempted to eat was metamor- 
phofed into gold. At length ftarving amidft his 
riches, and bewailing the rafli and avaricious 
vow he had uttered, he implored the mercy of 
Bacchus, and fupplicated him to withdraw this 
deftru&ive privilege. The fon of Semele took 
pity on his misfortunes, pardoned his folly, and 
ordered him to bathe in the river Pa&olus, 
whofe fands were turned into gold by his touch 9 
and thus Midas rcfigned the^ fatal gift he had 
received.— Well, my friends," continued Ma- 
mercus, " do you ftill envy the happinels of 
this royal votary of wealth ? Do you ftill wife to 
be in his place ?" — " No, by Jupiter !" replied 
they ; " we did not think of the confequences." 
*— " This adventure," added Mamercus, 
€C proves how unreafonable and abfurdour wilhes 
frequently are ; that we ought to be contented 
with our lot, and not indulge any inordinate de- 
fires beyond what our own exertions may pro- 
cure j becaufe we are always uncertain whether 

what 
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what we moft earneftly pray for will contribute 
to our happinefs or its deftru&ion. This 
prince, hbwever, committed a fecond folly, 
for which he paid more dearly. Pan and 
Apollo difputing for the prize in fmging, chofe 
him their umpire jointly with Tmolus. The 
latter being more prudent than his coadjutor, 
decided in favour of the fon of Latona : but the 
ignorant Midas was bold enough to prefer the 
performance of Pan. For this Apollo revenged 
himfelf by converting his cars into thofe of an 
afs. This deformity Midas endeavoured to con- 
ceal from his fubjedts : but as he muft neccf- 
farily appear fooncroi' later, he covered his long 
cars with a large cap of purple. Being obliged, 
however, to truft his barber with his misfortune, 
he made him fwear to keep it an inviolable 
fecret. Though this man dared not violate his 
oath, yet unable to bear the mighty burden of 
a royal fecret, he dug a hole in the earth, into 
which he put his head ; and having whifpered 
feveral times, King Midas has afs 9 s ears, filled 
up the hole. Some time after reeds grew upon 
this fpot, and, whenever they were agitated 
by the wind, repeated the words which had, as 
it were, been buried in the earth/' This fable 
caufed great mirth among the failors, who pulled 
each other's ears, and called thofe Midas in 
8 whom 
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whom that organ was remarkably long. " But 
now we are talking of Phrygia," continued Ma- 
mercus, " I will tell you a ftory that* happened 
in the adjoining kingdom ofLydia. 

€€ The earth having opened after fome heavy 
rains, a man named Gyges, a fhepherd to 
Candaules, had the curiofity to defcend into the 
aperture. He there found a brazen horfe, whofe 
body being hollow, and furniftied with a door 
in the fide, he faw a dead man of extraordinary 
Cze within it, and upon his finger a ring, which 
Gyges took away. This ring had the Angular 
property of rendering the wearer invifible 
whenever the bezil was turned towards the 
palm of the hand — an effe£t which ceafed im- 
mediately on turning it outwards."—" Ha, 
ha!" exclaimed the failors, " how happy. 
Ihould we be if we could but procure fuch a 
ring ! What fine things we might do !"— 
<c On the contrary," faid Mamercus, " it might 
be a great misfortune ; for perhaps you would 
make a bad ufe of it, as did this fhepherd, who 
murdered his matter Candaules, married his 
widow, and ufurped his throne. An honeft: 
man, my friends, fhould always aft as if the 
eyes of all the gods and of all mankind were 
upon him," 

Afrefh 
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A ffefh breeze now fuddenly fprang up, and" 
brpkc off the tales of Mamercus, all the men 
being called to work. A heavy gale from the 
fouth blew with violence throughout the night, 
and the furious waves made our (lender bark 
toll and labour terribly. All hands were em- 
ployed till day-break, when fortunately the 
wind abated, and we joyfully defcried the city 
ttf Smyrna, where we landed at noon. Part of 
this city Hands upon a mountain : but far the 
greater part is (ituated on a plain and upon the 
harbour, oppofite the Gymnafium and the temple 
of the Mother of the Gods. The ftreets arc 
handfoirte, interfeft each other at right angles, 
and are paved. The upper and lower town 
ftfe both furnifhed with large fquare porticoes, 
end in the latter is a library and an Homerion, 
which is a fquare portico, with a temple con* 
taining a ftatue of Homer. The river Meles 
runs along the walls, and the port, which is 
very commodious, can be lhut whenever it is 
judged proper. 

The inhabitants are very proud of being 
countrymen of Homer $ and the proxeneca 
condu&ed us to a grotto, where that celebrated 
poet is laid to have written his poems. He 
alfo related to us the hiftory of his birth. 
" The beautiful Crithcis/ > faidhe, " being with 
vol. iik h child 
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child by an unknown perlbn, was fecretly deli- 
vercd of the infant poet on the banks of the 
Meles, whence he was called Melefigencs ; a 
name which afterwards, when he had loll his 
fight, he exchanged for that of Homer, which fig- 
nifies blind. After the birth of the child, the unfor- 
tunate mother gained her bread by fpinning wool: 
butPhemicis the philofopher, who taught gramr» 
mar and mufic at Smyrna, charmed with her 
beauty, compafiionating herfituation, and finding 
fhehadaftrong mind, married her, and educated 
her child. Homer fought the patronage of no 
prince, but bore the inconveniences of poverty 
with fortitude, and travelled afar in purfuit of 
inftru&ion." 

The inhabitants of Smyrna are much addi&cd 
to all the plcafures and blandifhments of life; 
yet they are by no means enervated by enjoy- 
ment, and their character is courageous and 
manly. 

We continued there but a few days * and hav- 
ing taken leave of Mamercus and Cebes, fet off 
for Sardis. 
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CHAP. XC. 

Defcription of Sardis and its environs.— Adven- 
ture with two young women, at the houfe of 
Ttihofe grandfather the two friends lodge. 

Sardis, the capital of Lydia, is equally cele- 
brated on account of its riches and the 
luxury and effeminacy of its inhabitants. It is 
fituated on the declivity of Mount Tmolus, one 
hundred and twenty ftadia from Smyrna, and 
five hundred and forty from Ephefus. In this 
mountain the Pa&olus, whofe fands are goldi 
takes its rife, and traverfes the city, whofe terri- 
tory extends from the foot of the mountain to the 
river Hermus, is watered by a great number 
of rivulets befides the Paftolus itfelf \ and offer-* 
ing the richeft abundance on all fides, fmilesf 
with various kinds of corn and fruit and excel* 
lent paftures. 

The magnificence of this view, the melodi- 
ous fongs of the birds, the voice of the fliep- 
herds mixing with the founds of ruftic inftruments, 
the bleating of lambs, the murmurs of the ze- 
phyrs which gently agitated the foiiage, and 

h 2 cooled 
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cooled the atmofphere, the crimfon cloudsof the 
weftern fky, the moon which arofc in the oppo- 
fitc part of the horizon in majeftic grandeur, 
every objeft contributed to fill our fouls with 
pure and tranquil pleafure, and the heartfelt 
ccftafy of delight. We continued above an 
hour admiring and enjoying this delicious 
fcenery ; and were feated upon the grafs on 
the brink of a rivulet, when we obferved two 
young women coming out of a houfe at a fmall 
diftance, each carrying a bafket, and refembling 
the nymphs of Diana. They came up to us, 
and, in their father's name, addrefling us in the 
Perfian language, as we wore the drefs of that 
country, offered us fomeof the produce of Wa 
orchard. We accepted their civilities, made 
our acknowledgments in the fame language, and 
Phanor exclaimed, in Greek, that they were 
charming girls, and that he would willingly give 
them akifs as a return for their politenefs. At 
thefe words they both Wufticd, caft their eyes 
downwards, and drew back. We now perceived 
they underftood Greek, and therefore rtfade an 
apology in the Ionic dialed, to whkh they replied 
in that of Attica *♦ After feme further compli- 
ment* 

• The Greeks had fpnr d&le&s, namely, the Attic, the 
Ionic, the Doric, and the jEoltc. The firft wa» that of 

A then*; 
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ments they invited us to their grandfather's 
houfe, faying he was of Greek extra&ion, and 
very hofpicable to ftrangers, efpecially to thofe 
of his own country. This pkafing invitation 
we could not refufe ; and as we approached the 
houfe we were informed we fhould fee an old 
man who had lived twenty-one olympiads, and 
had been affli&ed with blindnefs for about a 
year. 

We found him employed in paring turnips, 
and his grand-daughters introduced us as his 
fellow-citizens ; upon which he arofe, and com- 
ing up to us, faid, with that manly dignity which 
fliewed him to be far fuperior to a fimplc gar- 
dener, « My worthy Greeks, my eyes, alas ! 
deprive me of the pleafure of beholding you ; 
for to me the light of heaven no longer (hines : 
but I (hall have that of hearing your converfa- 
tion, and may perhaps be fcrviceablc to you." 
The corre&nefs of his language and the purity 
of his pronunciation confirmed us in the idea 
that he was an Athenian of diftin&ion. His 
features bore the (lamp of greatnefs, his long 
beard was white with age, his forehead was 



Athens ; the fecond prevailed in that part of Alia Minor 
called Ionia ; the third in Epirus, at Sparta, Argos, and 
dues ; and the laft in Bceotia. 
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broad and bald, his manners grave and mild} 
And the only mark of the injury of time was bis 
lofs of fight. He offered us the hofpitality of 
his houfe, faying, " I lhall treat you as the good 
Hyreus entertained the gods. My houfe, like 
his, is the fan&qary of poverty, and my houfe-* 
hold gods and utenfils are of elay. I might 
Cafily have enriched myfelf like many others, but 
honourable poverty is more foothing and more 
congenial to the man of true worth than even 
the riches of Crcefus," In conformity to the 
cuftom of Greece he did not inquire our names, 
*md we adopted the fame delicacy towards him. 
He faid, as we fat down to table, " You will 
fup with my children ; for though this is not the 
cuftom at Athens, where women never appear at 
meals when ftrangers are prefent, yet to lofe the 
company of two girls who are fo dear to me 
would give me pain, and their wifdom raifes 
them above the accuftomed rule/' 

During fupper he afked qs many queftions re- 
lative to our travels,efpecially regarding the man- 
ners of Sparta. He fmiledatthe circumftances 
we related, pnd exclaimed, from time to time, 
" What unnatural cuftoms ! What ftrange men ! 
We may, indeed, admire Sparta, but we ought 
to live at Athens. 'Tis true the Athenians are 
ycr^ yerfatile and very ungrateful. They have; 

fowifhecf 
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bani(hcd Thcmiftocles, and caufed Miltiadcs to 
die in prifon ; though that celebrated hero, 
after gaining the battle of Marathon, aflced no 
other reward than a crown of laurel." — " What! 
and did he not receive it?" cried I.—" No/' 
replied our hoft * <c one Socclunes rofc up in 
the affembly, and faid, € When Miltiadcs con- 
quers alone let him be honoured alone.' This 
anfwer pleafed the people, and flattered their 
vanity." Having faid this, the good old man 
was filent and thoughtful, and feemed to be em- 
ployed on fome very interelling fubjedt. Soon 
after he fuddenly exclaimed, " What chimeras 
are fame a.:d ambition ! How fatal are thefc paf- 
fions to man ! Miltiades and Themiftocles mifer- 
ably periftied, Socrates was fentenced to fwallow 
poifon, Dion, the avenger of tyranny, died by 
affaffination, and Dionyfios the younger fell 
from the pinnacle of greatnefs to the lowcft de- 
gree of humiliation. What a dreadful fall for 
the man who had been crowned tyrant of Sicily ! 
to exchange the gilded throne for the pot-h >u(es 
of Corinth, where he drank the leavings of the 
publicans ! Thofe who complain or the rigors 
of Fortune need but compare their lot with 
that of this dethroned monarch." — c His mif- 
fortunes," faid I, " were the more furprifing, 
as it is faid- he was poffefied of courage and ta- 
il 4 lents," 
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lents."— *■" Several anecdotes," faid our hoft, 
" are related of him, which are proofs of both 
thofe qualities. A ftranger rallying him at 
Corinth relative to his intercourfe with phi- 
lofophers during his profperity, and afking 
him what benefit he derived from the wifdom of 
Plato, ' To fupport myfelf/ replied he, c under 
adverfity.* A king of Macedonia one day 
dining with hin), made himfclf merry at the ex- 
pence of the tragedies of his father, the elder 
Dionyfius, and farcaftically inquired at what in- 
tervals of leifure he had written them : c A 
great difficulty, indeed!' replied he. c My father 
wrote them at thofe intervals which you and I, 
and an infinity of others, who think very highly 
of ourfelves, devote to drunkennefs and de-r 
bauchery/ This Dionyfius," continued our 
hoft, " feems to have borne his misfortunes with 
manly fortitude. Thofe pufillaninaous men, 
who are filled with defpair and horror at the 
lofs of their honours and diftindtions, refemble 
women bewailing the lofs of their trinkets, an4 
the tinfel ornaments of their drefs.~~But the 
night is drawing on, and invites us abroad. Let 
us pour forth our libations to Jupiter, and we 
will then tafte the coo) of evening on the banks 
of the Padtolus." Thus faying, he prefentjy took 
his ftick, and we followed him. As we ap- 
proached 
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proachcd the river, he faid, " ThePadolus is not 
far i I perceive it by the coolnefs of the air." la 
the meanwhile he pointed out to us the rich and 
beautiful vineyards of Mount Tmolus, and pro- 
pofed climbing its fteeps to enjoy the extenGve 
and charming profpedis it afforded. We laid 
we fedred it would fatigue him : " By no means/* 
cried he : "I am dill a young man, for I am 
only eighty-three years old, and befides, am 
accuftomed to fatigue. I have not paffed my 
life on beds of purple, and am determined not 
to lofe the ufc of niy legs. Do but follow me." 
Thus faying, he led the way with a firm ftep, 
and only ufed his flick to avoid the ftones and 
other obftacles. Phanor and tfiyfelf beheld him 
with altonifhment and refpedt. His head, his 
legs, and his feet were bare, and a coarfe cotton 
tunic, with a fmall cloak or pallium, fattened 
with an iron clafp, were all his drefs and his 
on^y ornament. 



I06 THE TRAVEL'S Of ANTENOR 



CHAP. XCI. . 

Manners of the Sardians. — Gods of the country* 
—Conversation of the two friends relative to 
their bofi. 

At this moment we heard the harmonious 
founds of various inftruments, accompa- 
nied with fongs and cries of joy. " Thefe 
concerts," faid our conductor, " are the confe- 
quences of the diflipation and licentioufnefs that 
prevail in this ancient capital of the empire of 
Crcefus. Every fine night the youth of both 
fexes affemble in the meadows, where, under the 
myfterious (hades of night, they pafs the hours 
due to repofc in various arrufements, in fports, in 
dancing, and in courtfhip ; and by day, in lieu of 
employing themfelves in the labours and purfuits 
to which man ought to devote his time, they give 
themfelves up to idlenefs and fkep. They have 
banifhed all the arts that might diflurb their re- 
pofe, and the government hold out premiums to 
thofe who invent new pleafures. The only ad- 
vantage they derive from the fertility of the foil 
is to exempt themfelves from labour, and devote 

their 
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their time to pleafufe. The men beftow fo 
much pains on dreffing their hair and preferring 
their complexions, and are fo extremely effemi- 
nate, that the city feems to be folely inhabited by 
one fex. If the women did but borrow the veil 
of modefty, that lovely emblem of virtue, how 
much more attra&ive would they be ! But they 
are wholly loft to chaftity, and their eyes and 
ears are equally abandoned to licentioufnefs. 
Even the enjoyments of the Sardians are but il- 
lufory ; for they quit one pleafure which grows 
irkfome to them, for another which foon be- 
comes equally difgufting ; and their exhaufted 
powers feem alive only to the fenfibilities of 
pain. I met with a woman who could not deep 
all night becaufe (he had feen a moufe in her 
bed-chamber j and a man who was taken ill, be- 
caufe he had beenfuddenly waked by the crowing 
of a cock. Their effeminacy has enervated them 
fo much, that they are unable to lift the lighted 
burden j and they pafs their lives either fitting or 
lying, devoting the whole day to reft, though 
without having taken the moft trifling exercifc." 
**-" This defcription of the Sardians," faid I, 
" refembles that of the Sybarites." — « Yes," 
returned our friend, <* thefe two nations are the 
counterpart of each other; The Sybarites are 
fo imnjerfed in luxury, pleafure, and effemi- 
nacy, 
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©*cy, that they make a boaft of having never 
feen the riling of the fun ; and, like the Sar- 
dians, have banifhed cocks, and profcribed 
every art that might interrupt their (lumbers. 
When they invite women to feafts and facri- 
ficcs, they give a year's notice, that they may 
have time to prepare their drefs. The magif* 
trates offer premiums to cooks for inventing the 
beft difties 5 and when any of them have dis- 
covered a new one, it is prohibited to imitate it 
during a whole year, that the inventor may have 
an opportunity to enrich himfelf by his inge* 
inrity. Thefe two nations may be confidered as 
j-ivals in cowardice and licentioufnefs, and are 
ready to receive chains from the firft conqueror 
who attacks them." 

This old man fpoke not only with great eafe, 
but with uncommon energy j and I almoft ima- 
gined I was beholding the wife and virtuous 
Jtfeftor haranguing a crowd of Greeks afiembled 
round him. When I requefted him to make 
me acquainted with the chief divinities of the 
Sardians, he faid, « Cybele, Diana, and cf- 
peciaUy Proferpine, are our titular goddeffes. 
In honour of the latter games are celebrated, 
black cows are facrificed, and (he is crowned 
with poppies. But Venus is ftill more pro- 
foundly venerated than any other deity. She 

has 



Iff G&EfiCE AND ASIA. td£ 

has fevcral temples, where young girls proftitute 
the tnfe Ives as at Babylon and in Cyprus. Heft, 
however, they receive money* and with this pro- 
cure hufbands. Bacchus is alfo one of the tutelar 
gods of the country, of which it is faid he was a 
tlative. Hercules receives a fpecies of worfhip 
peculiar to himfelf, having come hither to deftroy 
a dreadful ferpent that committed great devat 
tatiotis. On this occaflon he firft faw Ornphale, 
the daughter of the king, and became deeply 
enamoured of her ; when laying afidc his ferocity, 
his lion's Ikin, and his club, he took the dif* 
tafF, and fpun wool at her feet.— But it grows 
late 5 the night is rapidly advancing, and happy 
are they who have made a good ufe of the ex- 
piring day. Let us haftcn home, and enjoy that 
repofe which labour and fatigue will render both 
fwcetandfelutary." 

Having feparated from our worthy hod, 
Phanor and my felf began to conjecture who this 
Greek could be, whofe ferene and noble coun* 
tenance, and whofe agreeable and inftrudlivc 
converfation, proved him to be far above the 
generality of mankind. " How great and fub- 
lime," cried I, cc does he appear in hi$ fim- 
plicity !"— « Yes," faid Phanor; « I have alfo 
been conftantly admiring him, though without 
neglefling his amiable daughters. What charm- 
ing 
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ing girls ! I fcarcely know which of them I 
prefer."— « The beauty of the eldeft," faid I, 
" is more enchanting and more elegant, and (he 
feems more reflc&ive."— "But the youngeft," re- 
plied he, " has more vivacity and gaiety of heart." 
— " And it may be added/' faid I, " that they 
both unite the mod exquifite perfonal charms 
with a moft cultivated mind. That their under- 
ftandings are improved and adorned by well-fe- 
lefted reading appears by their juft and acute re- 
marks, and by their pure and elegant didion and 
converfation. This language is the pureft Attic 
—-that of Athens itfelf ; to which are united the 
modeftyand wifdom of the women of Sparta."— 
"It islong," faid he, " fince we have beheld coun- 
tenances which at once command fo much ad- 
miration, refpeft, and love/'— " But remem- 
ber," added I, " that Socrates called beauty a 
Jhort- lived tyranny." — " And Plato," returned 
he, " the privilege of nature. I have already 
learnt their names. The elder is called 
Athenai's, and the younger Pholoe." 
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CHAP. XCII. 

Occupations of the old man.~-An inter efiing con* 
verfation. — He makes bimfelf known. 

/^iur deep was difturbed at day-break by 
^^ the crowing of a cock, which Phanor 
curfed for its unwelcome interruption. c< The 
crowing of a cock," faid I, " is both agree- 
able and ufeful. It awakens thofe who arc 
afleep, gives notice to the traveller to arife and 
fet forward on his journey, and confoles thofe, 
to whom the night appears long, with the hopes 
of approaching day. It is but the enemy of the 
idle. Come, let us rife." Thus faying, we 
fprang ups and having drefled ourfelves in 
hafte, went into the garden to give our 
morning falutations to our hoft. As yet, how- 
ever, we found no one. It was the moment 
when the dew difplays its brilliant gems on 
the renovated verdure, and the clear crifp air 
diffufes the delicious perfumes of the flowers and 
vegetables through the atmofphere. As yet the 
fun only whitened the tops of the mountains ; 

and 
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and we heard around us the harmonious melody 
of the birds, warbling their jocund falutations to 
the burfting day. Thus did we enjoy the 
charming cool and vital balm of morning, till 
at length our aged boft appeared, who throwing 
down his cloak and (tick, and taking up a fpade 
and a watering-pot, began to plant fomc pot- 
herbs. He then went to a well to draw water, 
which he difperfed over his new plantation. No 
one who faw him thus alert and a&ive would 
have fuppofed he was blind. We did not ven- 
ture to difturb him, but contemplated him with 
that filence and veneration which we inftin&ively 
feel in a temple, before the ftatue of the god of 
all the gods. As he watered the flowers, he 
feemed to carefs them ; and his countenance ex- 
panded with pleafure when he touched them, or 
tafted their delicious fragrance. He planted 
props, in the manner ufed by the Greeks, to 
fupport his vines, which he raifed and Ipread fo 
as to afford a fhady walk beneath their foliage. 
At length, however, we accofted him. " You 
fee," faid he, " that idlenefs is not the divinity 
I worfhip ; for Hefiod fays labour is the fentinel 
of virtue.** — " You feem very fond," faid r I, 
of the country and its occupations."—** The 
retirement it affords," returned he, " its cares, 
and its pleafures, are adapted to old age. Where 

can 
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can we find a purer dr a warmer fun to cherifti 
us, a more chearful hearth in winter, cooler re- 
treats in fummer, or more charming fcenery 
than on the luxurious banks of rivulets and foun- 
tains (haded by tufted trees ?"— "Moft certainly^ 
however,'* faid I, " you have not paffed your 
whole life in cultivating gardens ? You have* 
no doubt, filled much more important pofts and 
offices/' — " I perceive," faid he> " that you 
are defirous df knowing who I am. That, you 
fhall foon learn. You have the appearance of 
men of honour anddifcretion; and befldes, as I 
approach the end of my* career, I have no longer 
the fame motives of fecrecy. Let us go and 
join mjr gtend-daughters, who are in their gynac- 
ceumy 1 or tattiif 'in their ftudy, reading and 
writing; for I have always accuftomed them to 
a'ftudious life/ lntelle&, I often tell them, 
is that privilege and attribute of man which 
raifes him neareflrto the deity ; and to' negle&its 
cultivation is t6 fink ourfelves to a level with 
the brutes* Befides> the fweetefl: and pureft en- 
joyments are thofe ariting from the exertion of 
our mental powers, and from the productions ot 
thb mihdi though this is a fed which is far above 
the conception of the ignorant, who art, as ic 
were, born Blind, and have ho idea of intellectual 
light/' 

, vol. in* t The 
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, The ftudy was fituated at the extremity of 
the garden, in a laurel grove, and a ftatue of 
Minerva, in lemon-tree, feemed to guard its en- 
trance. This little edifice, though in a fimple, 
ruftic tafte, did not correfpond with the modeft 
appearance of the matter of the houfe. It was 
elegant and beautiful, and its walls were orna- 
mented within with ebony tablets which formed 
a library, and two large and valuable paintings. 

We found the two young women with their 
ftyle in their hand, writing with the greateft at- 
tention till they perceived their worthy grand- 
father, whom they immediately arole to em- 
brace. " What are you writing ?" faid he.— 
" We are cxtra&ing fome of your memoirs/' 
anfwered they, " on the government and re- 
volutions of Athens." — " And at what period 
are you ?" returned he.—" The Prytanes," faid 
they.— "You ought to know that by heart," laid 
the old man. " Defcribe them to me, Athenais : 
thefc vifitors will hear you with pleafure." 
Athenais bluQicd and hefitated, then looked at 
us, call her eyes downwards, and began as 
follows : 

" The Prytanes form a tribunal of five hun- 
dred magiftrates, fifty of whom are fclctfed from 
each of the ten tribes. To be admitted into this 
body, it is neceflary to be free from all re- 
proach 
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^roach both in refpeft to morals and ceconomy ; 
to have contributed to the public exigencies ; not 
to be in debt to the republic ; and not to have 
been deficient in the refpcft dufc to parents. To 
this tribunal is confided the administration of 
juftice, the diftribution of provifions; the ge- 
neral polite of the republic, and all things re- 
lating to peace and war. They meet in the 
Pryraneum, where they are furnifhed with plain 
and frugal dinners at the publid ekperice."— • 
« You fhould add," faid the old man, " that in 
times of public emergency the Prytanes affemble 
the people, and exhort them to contribute, every 
man according to his abilities, to the public ne- 
ceffities. In this aflembly every one declares 
aloud the fum he intends to give, which is 
immediately inferibed in a regifter againft his 
, name. One of the Prytanes, and not a prieft, 
offers the facrifices.— Now defcribe the Pryta- 
neum," continued our hoft.— " It is a hall/ 
faid fhe, " confecrated to Vcfta, wherein are all 
the divinities of the republic j Vefta, Peace, Ju- 
piter, Minerva, and the ftatues of all the great 
men of Athens. In this hall the laws of Solon, 
which are written on tablets, are preferved ; and 
here all foreign ambafladors are received, as well 
as thofe of the republic who come to give an ac- 
count of their million. Here, too, all thofe 
1 2 who 
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who have rendered important fervices to the 
ftate, and the children of thofe who have died 
in battle, are fupported at the public expenfe." 
— " To be invited to the dinners of the Pry- 
taneum," faid our holt, " is a diftin&ion of 
which the Athenians are extremely proud."—- 
cc You muft have been invited to them very 
often," Phaloe warmly exclaimed: but (he had 
no fooner uttered thefe words than (he bluftied 
at her freedom. — cc Yet," faid he, " this did 
not protect me from falling a vi&im to the 
Oftracifm." — '"True," anfweredfhe, "but very 
unjuftly." — cc Would you then prefer/' faid 
he, " that the fentence had been merited ? — 
But proceed, Athenai's," continued he, « and 
finifti what you have to fay relative to the Pry- 
taneum." — " It is there," faid fhe, <c that the 
facred fire is kept perpetually burning, being 
conflantly attended by widows * -, and here arc 
the magazines for the fubfiftence of indigent and 
worthy families." — " My dear children, when 
I am dead," faid the old man, cc and my term 
of life cannot be very remote, you will go to 
Athens, where you will repeat my name, faying, 
c He was a good citizen, and loved his country £ 

• The facred lire was only a lamp that was continually 
burning, and was trimmed and fed with the greateft care. 

12 that 
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that c he was a juft man, O Athenians ! you 
well know ; for though he long adminiftered the 
revenue of the republic, he lived in poverty, 
and has left us no inheritance/ I doubt not/' 
continued he, " that when they hear this, the 
Athenians will take you under their protection, 
and lodge you in the Prytaneum; and perhaps 
they will pay fome honours to my afhes and my 
memory:: for although fickle, verfatile, and ca- 
pricious, yet they are naturally generous and 
humanei'* On hearing thefe words both thefe 
intcrefting young women fhed tears; as did 
their worthy grandfather, who tenderly em- 
braced them. 4€ Yes," added he, in a firm 
voice, " the Athenians are kind and com- 
panionate. Not a fingle beggar is to be found 
difgracing the city by his mifery $ for in faft 
fuch objc&s are a reproach to the govern- 
ment and to all the inhabitants. — But our worthy 
vifitors muft be hungry, and it is time to give 
them fome breakfaft." The more this good 
Qld man talked, the more was I attached to him 1 
and the more were my intereft and curiofity 
'awakened. 

Athenais and Phaloe now Aiilked a goat with 
their white and delicate hands, and ina neat earthen 
veflel offered us the warm, pure milk it yielded. 
Athenais having brought fome water to her 

13 grandfather 
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grandfather to wa(h his hands \ € * it is true," faid 
he, fmiling, " my hands arc not quite fo clean 
while I thus dig the earth as when I adminiftered 
the finances of my country." Together with 
the milk, fruit, dried figs, and honey were 
ferved up, and in the meanwhile I examined the 
two pictures which adorned this charming apart- j 
ment. " They are done in wax, 1 ' faid the old 
man, " This mode of painting confifts in pre- 
paring W4X of various colours, which, by n*ean$ 
of fire, are laid on wood or ivory. Thofe be- 
fore you are on ivory *.'Vr" I perceive^' faid I, 
" this is the portrait of Themiftocles, for I*i$ 
pame is written underneath. He was truly one 
of the greateft men of Athens."-— « Yes," re 
turned our hod, ? c he was a man of very fuperior 
talents: 1 but his inordinate ambition, hjsjealoufy 
of the merit of all other men, his great avarice, 
and the continual deceptions he praftifed, fpme? 
what tarnilhed his other greac qualities. In his 
youth he was fo licentious that his father dis- 
inherited him, But this difgrace, inftpad o/ 
humiliating him, only inflamed his ambitioq, 
and from that time he devoted himfelf entirely tp 
the fervice of the republic, to which he rendered 
the moft important benefits."—-" And what,t 

* This method of painting was called encauflic. 

faid 
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faid I, " is the fubjeft of the pidure ?"— " He 
is (landing," anfwered he, " in the council-hall, 
near Eurybiades,. the Spartan general, who is 
railing his (lick at him* upon which The- 
nriftocles, with unruffled countenance, prefents 
his back to his affailant." — " Ah ! I under- 
ftand you !" faid I. 4< The painter has feized 
the moment when, with an emotion of great- 
nefs, he is faying to the Spartan, " Strike, but 
hearr 

The other pidfcure reprefeiited a man with a 
feriou$3nc| comrpanding countenance, who, with 
3 placid fijiile, was writing on an oyfter-fhell, 
while a peafant was (landing near him. Con- 
trary to cuftom, this pidiure was without a name. 
cc And what," faid I, "is the fubjeft of this 
painting ? and who is the figure that is writing ?" 
— « It is Ariftides," faid our hoft.— « Ah !" 
cried I with enthufiafm, " 'tis Ariftides the juft ! 
that firft and beft of men, who was the honour 
and glory of Athens and p( Greece !"— ." Be 
more moderate in your praifes," faid our hoft -, 
« if he were here in perfon you would make him 
blufh. The dory of the picture is that of a 
peafant who, being unable to write, applied to 
Ariftides, without knowing him, and d^fired 
him to inferibe his own name upon a (hell, in 
prder to banifh him from Athens. Ariftides 
1 4 afked 
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afked him what caufe of difplcfifure he had 
againft him j to which thp countryman replied 
that he was tired of hearing him always called 
the just ; and upon this, without any further 
remark, Ariftides wrote His own name upon the 
fhell." Ip the meanwhile I fixed my eyes upop 
the portrait of this great man, and beholding 
him with the deepeft veneration, afked whether 
\t refembled him. At this queftion I obferyed 
the old man fmile, as did the young women /till 
more fignificantly. <c Formerly," faid he, cc the 
refemblance was ftrikjng : but now he muft be 
very much altered, for the pifture is five-and- 
thirty years old. Time commits dreadful la- 
vages. The aged Saturn deftroys not only his 
own children, but the very ftpnes themlelves^* 
Struck with the fmile my queftion had occa- 
iioned, I again contemplated ?hepi&ure, and 
perceived that its features refembled thofe of our 
worthy hoft. I told him fo : but he only re* 
plied that he had often been told fo before, I 
pow obferved that Athenais and Phaloe were 
fcarcely able to contain themfelves from laugh- 
ing aloud, and was fully convinced the old man 
before us was the original. " Ah !" cried I, 
" if I am not much miftaken you are ArifBdes 
himfelf! that wife, that juft, that brave citizen, 
fo unworthily banifhed from his ungrateful coun- 
try V* 
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try !"—« Yes/' replied he, " it is tryc I am 
Ariftides, though I have concealed myfelfthefe 
fifteen years. But now the futyre welfare of my 
grand-children, whom I am fearful of leaving 
behind me infulated and deferted, makes me de- 
lirious of returning to Attica to place them under 
the protedtion of the Athenians, and to inte reft ray 
countrymen in their favour, in the name q( hu- 
manity, and in gratitude for the fervtefcs J h^ve 
rendered them. It is fifteen years fince I quit- 
ted Athens, being then feventy-feven year$old, 
to go into exUe with thefe young girls, the elder of 
whom was only five, and the younger three yea^s 
of age. Since that period I have wandered, in 
concealment, a fugitive upon the earth, under a 
borrowed name, often reduced to indigence, 
and oppreffed by adverfity. At length, how- 
ever, a kinder fortune has brought me to this 
happy fpot, whofe charming fituation and mild 
temperature combine with the bounty of the gods 
to fhower down upon us the greateft of human 
bleffings, health, competence, and obfeurity. 
I have been enabled to folace my retirement with 
fome uf?ful virtues ; nor can the injuftice and 
cruelty of the Athenians wholly efface from my 
memory that glorious day, when, in a play of 
^fchylus, the a&or having fpoken the follow- 
ing defcriptionof Amphiaraus, 

•Twas 
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Twas Virtue's felf he fought, not empty fame* 
And, lofing juftke, eared not for the name ; 

the whole audience, with one accord, caft their 
cytsupon me. I confefs this fingle incident 
wastbemoft flattering rccompence I ever re- 
ceived for my attachment to my country, and to 
the principles of virtue. Themiftoclcs too con- 
feffed, that when, after the battle of Salamis* 
lie was univerfally applauded at the Olympian 
games, and for a whole day became the objedt of 
the univcrfal admiration of the Greeks, he fck 
that to be the happieft day of his life* I was 
convinced of the truth of this affertion when the 
vcrfc I have mentioned was thus pointedly ap- 
plied to me ; for that was the greateft pleafure I 
ever experienced."—" I have been told," faid 
I, c f this jealous rival was very aftive in bring- 
ing about your banifliment."-— " Yes/' replied 
Ariftides, " I owe him that obligation ; for he 
fpread a report that I was privately and imper- 
ceptibly forming a little monarchy without pomp 
or guards; that I had made my fclf the umpire 
of all difputes, and the arbiter of all affairs. 
Hence the people, naturally proud, and puffed 
up with their victories, concealing their envy of 
the little glory I had acquired beneath a pre- 
tended hatred to tyranny, aflembled from all 

the 
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the towns of Attica, and baniflicd me by means 
of the oftracifm. But in lieu of being angry at 
the injuftice of this decree, or feeling irritated 
againft my fellow- citizens, I pronounced this 
prayer at the gates of the city : c May the gods 
preferve the Athenians from every misfortune 
that might caufe them to remember Ariftides, or 
to want his fervices !•' 

On my refuelling him to defcribe to me this ce- 
lebrated cuftom, he faid, " Every citizen having 
written the name of the man he wifhes to banilh 
on an oyftcr-fliell, carries it to the gene- 
ral affembly of the people, who are inclofed 
within a wooden fence, where the magiftrates firft 
count the votes ; for if there are lefs than fix 
thoufand prefent, the oftracifm is void. That 
number being complete, they proceed to reckon 
up the fuffrages annexed to each name, when he 
that has the majority is condemned to banifli- 
ment for ten years, unlefs recalled : but in fhe 
meanwhile retains all his poflfeffions. In fa& 
the oftracifm is not the pumlhment of a crime, 
but is itfelf a crime committed by Envy, endea- 
vouring to remove that merit whofe prefencc is 
irkfome to her : 

Jp abafe the living fhe extols the dead." 

<< The- 
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<c Themiftocles," faid I, " jealous of your ce* 
lebrity and your virtues, was always defirous of 
injuring you," — " Alas !" returned he, " I forget 
what is paft. . That hero is no more ; and let no- 
thing but his name, his glory, and his fcrvices out- 
live him. He did not poifon himfelf, as has been 
faid, with bullock's blood, for I have tried. its 
effedts, and found that it is not deleterious. The 
real caufe of his death was the flow poifon* of 
vexation and remorfe. If young people/' faid 
he, addreffing himfelf to his grand-daughters, 
cs would be happy in old age, and endure the 
evils of life with fortitude and calmnefs, they 
muft acquire a good reputation, and virtue and 
poverty be the pole-ftar by which they con- 
ftantly dired their courfe. For the future," 
continue^ he, " prepare for yourfclves fucji 
happy and fatisfa&ory refle&ions as will fweeten 
the remainder of your lives. I have lor?g for- 
given this great rpan $ and notwithftancjing his 
injurious condu<3: towards me, I was far from 
joining with Cimon and Alcmseon, when they 
accufed him of a capital crime ; but on the con- 
trary, preferved an inviolable filence. I wa& 
deeply afflided at his misfortunes, but never felt 
any difpleafure at his glory and profperity. Our 
variances and difagreemeqts began in. our in- 
fancy. 
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fancy. Educated together, we always oppofed 
each other in bur pleafuresand paftimes; and, 
though the world are ignorant of it, this' flame of 
jcaloufy was increafed by love. We were jiift 
arriving at years of adoleffcence when both our 
hearts were engaged by Agarifta, a beautiful 
girl of our own age. It is now feventy years 
firtce this adventure happened. Influenced per- 
haps ftilf more by emulation than by love, each 
of us endeavoured to difplay our little ftock of 
talents to obtain the preference. I affked gar- 
lands to the door of my youthful divinity, till 
one day I found them torn away, and trodden 
under foot. I eafily gueffed the author of this 
affront, and began to meditate revenge. Hap- 
pening to know a poor woman who lived oppo- 
fite to Agarifta, I begged her to lend me her 
room one morning, arid at day-break adorned 
Agarifta's door with flowers ; after which I took 
my poft in the oppofite houfe with a large veflel 
of muddy water. I prefently faw my rival, 
who, full of exultation, brought a garland of 
rbfes, and began to take mine down, and tear 
it to pieces ; when on a fudden I deluged 
'him'' from head to foot, and thus convert- 
ed his joy into tribulation. As foon as hfe 
perceived me he came up to me full of rage : 
but as I feared him not, we fell violently on each 

other. 
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other. Achilles and He&or could not hav«f 
been more furious * and we lhould almoft have 
ftrangled each other, had not the good woman 
of the houfe, who was greatly alarmed at the 
violence of the conteft, called in two of her 
neighbours, who with great difficulty fucceeded 
in parting us ; and the mother of Agarifta, who 
heard of the quarrel and its caufe, immediately 
put an end to our heroifm and our gallantry by 
wholly forbidding all interviews with her daugh- 
ter. This perhaps was the real origin of Our 
aninjofity and diffenGons, independently of the 
contrail between our principles and characters. 
But oh ! my dear Themiftocles," cried he, 
railing his voice, and addreffing himfelf to the 
pi&urc, "thou art no more! Death has, 
alas ! deftroyed the courageous warrior, with 
whom I jointly triumphed at Marathon and at 
Salamis ! Believe me I fincerly regret thee, 
por did I ever hate thee. No i I, have ever 
honoured thy brilliant talents pnd thy fuperior 
genius. Would to the gods thou wert ftiil' in 
exiftence! for friendfliip would unite our fouls 
in the bonds of affe&ion, and I fliould finifh 
the fliort remnant of my life in thy valued* 
fociety !" t 

At this time Phaloe announced an officer from 
Pharnabazus, fatrap of Sardis, who immediately 

entered, 
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entered* attended by a flavc carrying a bafket. 
The officer told Ariftides he brought a fmall 
tribute of the friendlhip of Pharnabazus, of 
which he begged his acceptance. <c And what is 
this tribute ?" faid Ariftides. — " Two pieces of 
filk embroidered with gold," faid the officer, cc to 
make gowns for your grand-daughters."—" My 
dear friend/' replied Ariftides* "do me the favour 
lo return them to Pharnabazus : thank him on my 
part* and on that of my grand-children* for his 
kindnefs : but tell him I fear fuch fine drefles will 
only make them appear more ugly." The of- 
ficer, however, perfifting* Ariftides laid* " I 
remember that when Alexander the Great 
fent an hundred talents to Phocion, the latter 
afked the meffenger from what motive and with 
what view the king felefied him from all his 
fellow- citizens as the objed of this extraordinary 
bounty : the meffenger replied, that it was be- 
caufe he knew him to be a man of probity 
and virtue. c Iffo*' replied Phocion, 'lethitn 
leave me my virtue and my reputation/ Upon 
hearing this anecdote the officer made no fur- 
ther reply, but returned with his prefents to 
Pharnabazus. When he was gone, Ariftides 
faid* <c Thefe Perfians have no idea of the 
manners and fentiments of us Athenians* 

' This 
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This prefent no doubt was intended as a reward 
for a ufeful piece of advice I gave him, when 
laft I vifited him at his palace. This fatrap 
has many good qualities, but his paflion for 
money eclipfes all his merit ; for he accumu- 
lates great riches, and parts with as little as 
poflible. He (howed me a fmall room he had 
lately built, of which I admired the defign ancf 
praifed the taftes upon which he faid, c I wduld 
willingly have it pointed with fomething quite 
new, and to which I have nothing analogous in 
3ny part of my palace/— c Then let it be a 
painting of Liberality/ faid I. This free reply 
aftonifhed the fatrap, who faid, c I perceive,' 
Ariftides ftill maintains all his native franknels, 
and has tranfplanted into Afia a. virtue which is 
the fruit of the free country he has quitted. 
But his advice is good, and 1 fhall benefit by 
it." — " I did not imagine," faid I to Ariftides, 
" that you had been fo well known to this 
fatrap."—" That was a confequence," faid our 
hoft, of the vicifiitudes of my life, which has 
been fo full of ftorms and troubles fince the 
time of my bajnifhment, that an account of them 
may entertain you, I will relate them when 
we are walking in the evening. You will one 
day, perhaps, repeat them to the Athenians, 

who 
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who will feel an intereft in the tale. In the 
meanwhile I mud: refume my ruftic labours; 
during which I recommend your vifiting the 
city of Sardis, which is well deferving the atten- 
tion of ftrangers. ,> 
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CHAP. xcm. 

Converfation of the two friends relative to Atbe- 
ndis.—A dreadful catafirofbe. 

On 'the road to Sardis Phanor talked much of 
Athenai's, extolled her perfonal charms and 
agreeable manners, her intellectual accomplifh- 
ments, and her noble and modeft deportment. 
" Take care," faid I, " and fct a watch upon 
your heart. The path of inclination is a gentle, 
but a very flippery declivity. Remember, you 
are under the hofpitable roof of the moft ve- 
nerable of the Greeks, and that thefe beautiful 
young women have as ftrong a claim to your re- 
lpc£l as to your love. They are two virgin rofcs 
which the foftering hand of Chaftity fecretly 
nourifhes, and covers with her protedting veil." 
Phanor replied, that the pleafure he felt in the 
fociety of Athenai's had lefs of paffion than 
efteemi that on the contrary, his regard was 
fuch as to banifh all amorous inclination ; and 
that in her prefence he only felt the higheft ad- 
miration at fo fweet a union of pure virtue and 
elegant fimplkity of manners. 
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We entered Sardis while the parching heat o£ 
fcoon was raging^ and the whole city was the 
abedeaf falitadc and filence. Sleep and repofc 
bad: Succeeded Sip fhe various pleafurcs in which 
thje inhabitants: had palled the night, and we ex- 
plored its numerous ftreets without the lead in* 
torruptioo* The banks of the Pa&olus are 
adorned witfe qqays v and lhaded by tufted trees, 
whofe foliage affords a charming (hade ; and the 
ftjqares, public edifices, and temples are full of 
grandeur anql magnificence. Having rambled 
a confiderable way, we feated ourfelves be- 
neath two plane-trees which adorned the front of 
a handforne palace. Here we converfed at our 
4#fe, and were attentively obferving the very 
fipoall number of pafleogers who walked that 
way, when two flayes came out of the 
houfe apparently alarmed and in great hafte. 
Soon after came a third, who ran with all his 
jnighc, and we began to hear a tumult* The 
doors were open, and our curlofity being awak- 
ened, we croffed a periftyle furrounded with 
marble columns, at the end of which, on each 
fide the door, were two fphynxes of a very fine 
granite. Awed by the magnificence of the edi- 
fice, we dared npc advance any farther. In the 
meanwhile we obferyed feveral people palling in 
and out, without paying the fmalleft attention to 

K 2 USj 
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us ; yfct the confufion continued, and we thought 
we heard the cries and groans of pain. Human- 
ity now urged us] forward, and we followed 
feveral women into an apartment built in a 
fimple ftyle of archite&ure, and adorned with 
four ftatues. The door of the (econd room was 
fhut, but it foon opened, and a woman came 
up to us with affrighted air, and afked whether 
we were phyficians. <c Yes/' faid Phanor, 
boldly.—" Come in then, quickly/', faid the, 
" and fee my poor miftrefs. She is in the moft 
dreadful pain! She is dying! Alas! poor 
creature, how happy (he was this very morn* 
Ing, and how perfe&ly well in health ! What a 
fliocking change !" As fhe faid this lhe tore, 
her hair, and feemed violently agitated and wild 
with grief and horror. We now entered the ad- 
joining apartment, which was aftonifhingly mag- 
nificent, and every part richly ornamented with 
gold. In the middle was a marble bafin, where 
a murmuring fountain cooled the air, furrounded 
with pots of jafmine and the moft beautiful 
flowers s while a wide door and two open win- 
dows afforded us a view of a fuperb garden. 
But what a dreadful contraft ! what an affedting 
fight 1 A young woman, fcreaming terribly, 
and with a diftorted countenance, lay upon a bed 
of purple and'gold, or rather upon the bed of 

death, 
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death, furrounded by a number of (laves, who. 
were all anxious to help her. They brought 
Phanor, the pretended Greek phyfician, to her 
bedfide, who, extremely cmbarraffed how to 
ad, ordered a vomit. In the meanwhile I 
eagerly contemplated this unfortunate young 
woman, who appeared to be in the flower of 
life. Her countenance muft have once been full 
of charms : but the Graces and the Loves were 
now banifhed, her features were distorted, her 
mouth was disfigured, her fine eyes had loft their 
luftre and were funken in her head, and (he ret- 
rained no likenefs of herfelf. Her (hrieks har- 
rowed up our fouls. We obferved a fmall filvcr 
ftatue of Venus in a niche. It was adorned with 
garlands of myrtle and other flowers, and a 
woman brought a brafier, which (he placed at 
its feet, and burned incenfe and perfumes before 
the goddefs. AH the women proftrated them- 
fplves, groaning, weeping, and imploring her 
favour i while the dying patient fecmed to fup- 
plicate her with the moft heart-rending cries. 
But the Prayers were tame, ?nd did not afcend 
to the mother of the Loves. Several phyficians 
' now came in, and were followed by a crowd of 
perfons, who, urged by curiofity, filled this 
fpacious apartment. Phanor immediately re- 
Qgncd his place tp the phyficians, who only **- 
k 3 prefled 
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preffed their aftoniftiment at the violence of the 
diforder y but neither adminiftered beneficial re- 
medies nor gave ufeful counfels 5 for their opi- 
nions but contradicted each other: when foddeniy 
we heard a cry of * Here he is ! here he is!" 
Immediately every one made way, and a young 
man, of an uncommonly fine countenance and 
figure, came in, magnificently dreffed, and at- 
tended by a number of (laves. He no fooner 
beheld this youthful vi&im, and heard her criefc 
of pain, than he threw himfelf upon her neck, 
and bathed her in tears. He damped upon the 
ground, tore his hair, and crfed out to the phy- 
ficians, cc Oh ! fave her, fave her, and reftore 
her to my arms !" The phyficians, full of agi- 
tation and diforder, bufied themfelves with ad-, 
miniftering potions, and cordials, and elixirs, 
but nothing produced the leaft effeft. At length 
all the ftrangers were difmiffed, and we entered 
the garden by a walk of caffia, paveji with a kind 
of artificial ftorie. In every (pace between the 
trees we faw the moft' voluptuous ftatues of 
the Loves, of Syrens, and of Lcda; and at 
the end of this little charming walk was a fmall 
temple fupported by eight columns of por- # 
phyry, within which Was a ftatue of Venus a$ 
hrge as life., being an excellent copy of that of 
Cnkkj$' by Fraxitejes. Qn each fide of this 
4 - temple 
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temple was a fountain, which fell into a jnarble 
bafin ; and in various parts of the garden we faw 
the mod charming bpwcrs, luxurious baths, and 
grottos paved with the rareft (hells, " What a 
pity/' faid 1 to Phanor, « to quit this delicious 
retreat, and to die in the very bofom of plea- 
fure !" On hearing thefe words, a man who 
was near us, and fpoke our language, accoftcd 
us, faying, cc I know your country, for I have 
been there in the wars ; and although you beat 
us terribly, I have not the lefs efteem for your 
nation." 1 thanked him for his good opinion, 
and taking advantage of the opportunity to fatis- 
fy my curiofity, aflced him who this beautiful 
woman was, who was dying fo cruel a death, and 
the fine young fatrap who was fo deeply affli&ed 
at her lofs. " 1 will inform you," (aid he, 
prefently. But let us feat ourfelves at a diftance 
from the crowd, within yond lilach bower." 
Immediately we heard, from the apartment of 
the dying woman, a cry of She is dyings jhe is 
dying 1 She is dead, Jhe is d$adl accompanied 
with flirieks and fobs of defpair. Thither we 
inftantly ran, and found fhe had juft expired. 
This flower of beauty, this fafcinating counte- 
nance, which Love and Pleafure had enriched 
with all their charms, now filled us with horror 
arid difmay. Already black and livid, not a 
K 4 feature 
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feature could be diftinguifhed. The young 
man was embracing the lifelefs corpfe, and 
would have deftroyed himfelf, had not the at- 
tendants prevented him ; for they tore him from 
this objedl of defpair, and carried him out of 
the room. We alfo quitted this dreadful fcene, 
together with our new acquaintance, and, full of 
melancholy reflections, returned to the garden. 
u What a fhocking death ! ,? exclaimed our 
companion : " at only eighteen years of age, 
in the very feafon of pleafure and enjoyment, 
and with fo fmiling a profpeft of happinefs ! In 
this garden (he paflfed the night, amidft the 
moft brilliant illuminations and the mod deli- 
cious fbpper, exhilarated by dancing and mufic, 
crowned bylove,and courted by every charm that 
could fafcinate the heart of this youthful divinity. 
At the break of day fhe flew into the arms of her 
new lover in that very apartment and in that 
very bed, where, amid the trappings of pleafure, 
Death lay lurking for his prey. It is not two 
hours fince Pharnabazus left her !" — " What!" 
exclaimed I, <f is that fine young man Pharna- 
bazus ?" — " Yes," returned the ftranger i <c he 
is the fon of our fatrap, and his unfortunate 
bride was called Statira. She was of a good fa- 
mily, and her father held an honourable rank in 
the army of Xerxes. He was killed at Ther- 
mopylae, 
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mopyte, where we loft above twenty thoufand 
men, and left Statira in the cradle in the care of 
her mother, who being young and beautiful, 
purfued the career of pleafure. The education 
of her daughter was fuch as too often prevails in 
a country of diffolute manne'rs, and deftitute of 
the principles of philofophy ; where, from their 
infancy, girls are ignorant of every thing but drefs 
and pleafure, and the art of captivating the admi- 
ration of mankind; where they are only taught the 
accomplifhmentsqfmuficand dancing; and even 
at twelve years of age havfc no other purfuit than 
love. In th£ opcriing dawn'of life Statira was 
foon furrounded by a crowd of admirers ; aud 
ihe burft forth upon the world in all the bril- 
liancy of youth and beauty. But her mother, 
whofc fortune was very fmall, particularly fa- 
voured the fon of Mazares, whofe father had 
long lived with her. This man had attained to 
great opulence by means of all the fecret paths 
of cunning and intrigue ; the only guides of his 
conduft being his perfonal advantage and ag- 
grandizement. But his fon, who was far more 
amiable, and had a virtuous and tender heart, 
became deeply enamoured of the beautiful Sta~ 
tira^ who received his paffion favourably. Their 
marriage, indeed, was agreed on : but his father, 
thinking he was as yet too young, and (till more 

influenced 
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influenced by ambition, wifhcd firft to fend him 
to Perfepolis, to be prefented to the king, and 
ingratiate himfelf in his favour. During his 
abfence the fon of Pharnabazus came home to his 
father. This young man pofiefied every at<- 
traction that could feduce the heart of fenfibility, 
an interefting countenance, the bloom of youth, 
the mod elegant manners, and mod fafhionable 
air ; while his name, and the great power of his 
father, added every qualification that could in- 
fluence the heart or dazzle the eyes of woman. 
He no fooner faw Statira than he was deeply en- 
amoured of her charms. The ]fcflions of the 
great, like the fury of a volcano, overcome every 
obftacle j and, in fhort, Pharnabazus was foon 
.beloved by Statira. In the meanwhile Mazares 
returning from Perfepolis, inftantly flew to throw 
himfelf at the feet of his miftrefs, who received 
him with diflimulated joy, and with an air of in- 
tereft and pleafure. Accordingly preparations 
were immediately made for the nuptials : but 
ycfterday evening, which was that preceding the 
appointed day, Statira fled to Pharnabazus in 
this palace, which had been decorated and em- 
bcllilhed with all the elegance of opulence and 
tafte for her reception. A fuperb feftival, and 
every fpecies of pleafure and enjoyment, awaited 
far arrival : but Death was \n their train. What 

I have 
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I have heard of this dreadful cataftrophe is at 
follows : This morning Statira, after the de- 
parture of her lover, took fomc foup, and pre- 
sently afterwards was fcized with a violent colic 
and convulflons of the imeftines. Search was 
immediately made for the woman who had ad* 
JDiniftered the fatal draught, but {he had ab- 
iconded ; and fufpicions fell on Mazares and his 
father, to arreft whom I believe orders are al- 
ready given. Yet I am of opinion that young 
man is incapable of committing fuch an a&ion. 
As to the father, I will do him the juftice to con- 
fcfe, that if he was not the perpetrator of the 
crime, he is at leaft equal to it. Shall we go to 
hishoufe, and fee what is pafling there?" We 
again croffed the chamber of the unfortunate 
Statira, who was already deferted, except by an 
old woman, who was weeping by her fide. The 
filence and folitude of this apartment, which an 
hour before had been filled with fpeftators, and 
the (hocking appearance of the corpfe, now 
fhunncd by all thofe who had fo lately beheld \t 
as the objeft of their adoration, filled us with 
melancholy and horror. We hurried away from 
this affedting fcene, and repaired to the ftreet 
where Mazares lived, which was already crowded 
with people. " How this event," faid our coiw 
du<5tor, " has awakened every one ! A lefs im* 
4 portanf 
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pprtant obje& would not have roufcd my fellow- 
citizens from their downy beds, or chafed their 
indolent repofe." At this moment we (aw the 
ion of Mazarcs pafs by, in the cuftody of a guard. 
He was uncovered, his hair w&s loofe, and he 
was handcuffed. He had been found fleeping in 
unfufpicious fecurity, and his countenance and 
appearance {howed lefs of terror than furprife at 
finding himfelf thus forced away amidft an im- 
jnenfe crowd of people, without being able to 
conceive what could be the caufe of fuch treat- 
ment ; for as yet he was ignorant of the death 
of Statira. His father had not been found j and 
it was fuppofed he had fled, together with his 
barbarous accomplice. This flight, however, 
was a justification of the fon, whom we accom- 
panied to the tribunal of juftice. One of the 
judges interrogated him as to where his father 
was : " I know not," replied he, with an air of 
ingenuoufnefs and truth. cc He embraced mc 
this morning, at day-break, faying he was going 
to bed. I did the fame, and was faft afleep* 
when I was fuddenly awakened by thefe guards, 
who arretted me, loaded me y^ith fetters, and 
maltreated me, without my being able to dis- 
cover the caufe. What have I done ? What 
crime have I committed ?" The judge re- 
plied, that he was accufed of the death of Suittra* 

« What r 
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« What ! f f cried he, « is then ifijr S tatira dead ? f ' 
with the wildeft expreffion of grief and horror. 
cc What ! fo fuddenly ! Ah ! what calamity has 
deftroyed her ?" Being informed (he was 
poifoned, " Ah !" cried he, " my dear, unfor- 
tunate S tatira ! Alas ! thou haft abandoned and 
betrayed me ! But I have loved thee thefe four 
years, and I love thee ftill : yes, I love thee 
now more tenderly than ever !"— " And yet it 
was your own father," faid one of the judges, 
" who committed this execrable crime !"— 
" My father !" cried he : " no, 'tis impof- 
fiblc! He is incapable of fuch a deed!"— - 
« Then,? replied another, " it muft have been 
yourfelf. Let him be put to the torture till he 
confefs his crime !"— -" Oh ! (horten my Of- 
ferings," cried he, " and put an end to my ex- 
iftence ! To me death will be a relief: but 
(pare my father. He cannot be criminal." 
He was interrupted by a flave, who fuddenly 
came forward and declared, cc This young man 
is innocent. His father alone deferves to die." 
At thefe words the judges examined him, and 
ordered him to declare all he knew. " I was 
prefent," faid he, "yefterday evening, when Mfc- 
zares communicated the fudden flight of Statira 
tohisfon, who was thundcrftruck and rooted to 
die ground, but continued fpeechlefs. c What/ 

faid 
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faid his father, • c do you fay nothing? Do 
you not fwear to be revenged ?'— c Revenged V 
cried he; c and of wham?' — c Of Statira/ 
replied his father, • of the perfidious, falfe 
Statira !' — c Of Statira !' returned the young- 
man, c whom I have fo long and fo dearly 
loved ! Oh ! if fhe be but happy, I forgive 
her all !'— € Cowardly, mean-fpirited lover V 
returned the father: € Bafe, unworthy fon! 
'Tis I, then, that muft revenge thee ! Yes, 
I will revenge thy father, and the honour of 
our houfe V At thefe words his fon threw him^ 
felf at the feet of Mazares, burft into tears^ and 
fupplicated him to forgive hi^ dear Statira. At 
length his father feemed to yield, but during, 
the whole night was full of hurry, and was conti- 
nually going out and in. This morning an old 
woman came, with a wild and affrighted air, and 
had a private interview with him, foon after whichr 
he ordered his horfes, and they both fee off to- 
gether.". During this narrative young Mazares- 
leaned his head upon his bofom, and with pale 
and deje&ed countenance, ftill preferving per- 
feft Glence, fhed a torrent of tears. The judges 
then afking him whether he knew the flave, he 
confeffed that he belonged to his father. Upon 
this, die whole affembly cried out unanimouflf 
that he was innocent -, and the judges being 

equally 
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equally convinced he was not the real criminal, 
yielded to the folicitations of the people, and 
difcharged him. 

In the meanwhile the fun was fetting, and the 
hour of fupper approached. We therefore 
thanked our guide, and promifing to revifit 
him, took our leave. 
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C H A P. XCIV. . 

Supper at the houfe of Ariftides. — Anecdotes* 



A' 



r ist ides was waiting for us, and had ordered 
the table to be prepared near the w^U, that 
we might enjoy the cool of evening. On his 
afking us whether the heat had not incommoded 
us in our excurfions, " By no means/' faid I : 
Cl we are accuftomed to it."— » " Ah !° cried he, 
« how bappy you are to be able thus to bear the 
inclemency of the weather ! How many pain- 
ful fenlations you thus efcape ! How many 
pleafures you acquire !" The young women 
now fet out a frugal repaft, which was 
adorned with all the attra&ions of ruftic neat- 
nefs, friendly hofpitality, and interefting in- 
mates. Wc feated ourfelves on wooden benches, 
and chearfulnefs and pleafure enlivened the 
fimple meal. When I related the tragical ad- 
venture of which we had been witneffes, Arif- 
tides exclaimed, <f Thefe are the effects of a 
bad education and licentious manners; fuch 
manners as render fociety and civilization the 

means 
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means of degrading in lieu of elevating man- 
kind, and of destroying their happinefsinftead of 
fcftaWMhing it. 

White we were at fupper, a letter from Phar- 
nabazus was brought to Ariftides, faying that he 
did not confider thole as his friends who rejeft 
his prefents, and that he felt extremely hurt at 
die refufal of the filks he had fent for die young 
women. Ariftides immediately returned an an* 
jfwier, written by Athenais, that he never accepted 
what was totally ufelcfs to him: but that, as a 
proof of his cftcem, he rcquefted he would fend 
a few fuccory and lettice feeds for his garden, 
end an earthen veflel to boil vegetables, his 
youngeft daughter having broken one he had 
tiled above five years. Phanor and myfelf 
fouled at the (implicity of this requcft. cc Phar- 
nabazus can fcarcely conceive it poffible," laid 
Ariftides, (C to refufe his gold and his prefents : 
but die firft time I lee him I will relate to him 
die hiftory of my relation Callias." On my re- 
quelling him to oblige us with it, he faid, " I 
will leave that pleafure for Athenais. I have lome 
plants to water before we take our evening walk, 
during which I have promifed to relate my travels 
and adventures. In the meanwhile I fhall make 
no apology for the poor meal you have made. 
When Dionyfius was invited to eat with the La- 

vol. in. i ccctemonians, 
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cedsmonians, and appeared much difpleafetf 
with the fere, elpecially with the black broth, 
one of the company laid, c I am not the kaft 
furprifed; for it wants its bed ingredients, hun- 
ger, thirft, and fatigue."— * I (hall reply," re- 
turned I, "as Timotheusdid to Plato, 6n a fimi- 
lar occafion, Your table is not only very agree- 
able while we are fcated round k, but even onthc 
following day, although abfent from it/* 

We now remained with the two fitters: but 
Phaloe often left us during the narration, faying 
flic knew the whole of it thefc ten years, and that 
flie could relate it as well as her fitter; upon 
which Athenais told her lhe would readily refign 
that pleafure. This offer, however, Phaloe 
declined. 

Phanor now drew nearer and nearer to the 
beautiful Athenais, and fiftened to her with 
equally attentive eye and ear. 

" My grandfather," faid fhe, « had a coufin- 
german named Callias, a very rich man, and 
torch-bearer to the myftcries* j who being ac- 
cufed of a capital crime, and brought to trial, 
all the charges were hurried over till the accufers 

• This oliccr was admitted ta the raoft fecret of the myf- 
tcries, on which o^cafions his head was bound with a (acred 
fillet. 

came 
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came to one relative to my grandfather, on 
which, though wholly foreign to the cafe, they 
expatiated at large. € Every one/ faid they to 
the judges, c knows Ariftides the fon of Lyfi- 
mac^us, whofe integrity and wifdom have pro- 
cured him fuch univerfal applaufe. What life 
can it be fuppofed this poor man leads, when he 
appears in the public afiemblies with old,' worn- 
out clothes ? Surely at home he mud be 
ftarving ! Yet Callias, his coufin-german, and 
the richeft of the Athenians, fuffers both himfelf 
and his wife and children to linger on in mifery, 
notwithftanding the great fervices Ariftides has 
done him." Fortunately for Callias my grand* 
father happened to be in the neigbourhood of 
the tribunal, and haftencd to his afliftance; 
when perceiving the judges to be ftrongly in- 
clined againft him, he ftood up in the midft of 
the affembly, and declared that Callias had fre- 
quently preffed him to accept of money, but that 
. he had always perfifted in refufing it, faying, c It 
is more becoming Ariftides to make a fhow of 
his poverty, than Callias of his wealth; for 
many men make a bad ufe of riches : whereas it 
is difficult to find any one who bears poverty 
with fortitude and equanimity. Thole only 
who are poor againft their will arc afhamed of 
u their 
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their condition/ This fpeech put an end to the 
caufe, and Callias was acquitted." 

Phanor faid to Athenais, with an air of gallan- 
try, that he knew not whether it was more pkaf- 
ing to behold her charms or Men to her tafe. 
<c And do you imagine/' faid the youthful Pha- 
loe archly, cc that I have been afleep thefe hun- 
dredand ten years, like Epimenides, who left 
Athens when forty years of age, and was one hun- 
dred and fifty when he returned ? I will alfo 
tell you an anecdote which does great honour to 
my grandfather. When he was elefted trea- 
furer of Athens, he conduced himfelf with per- 
fe£i integrity, and in a manner totally different 
from his predeceflbrs, who, like birds of prey, 
enriched themfelves by plundering the public 
money. When the time arrived for him to give 
an account of his adminiftration, Themiftocles 
formed a party among the clerks of the trea- 
fury, accufed him of mifapplying the public 
money, and caufed him to be condemned and 
fined ; but the principal citizens, and every 
upright and enlightened man, ftrongly oppofed 
this iniquitous judgments and the court of 
Areopagus interpofing, the fine was remitted, 
and my grandfather re-ele£ted treafurcr for the 
following year."—" I was eafily revenged, how- 
ever," 
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ever/' faid Ariftides, who juft then returned, 
Cf and gave the Athenians a very memorable 
leffbn, I pretended to repent of my former 
feverity, and affected great condefcenfion to* 
wards all the clerks and inferior officers. I did 
fibt exarriine any of their accounts, and every 
one was free to rob the public with impunity $ 
}n confequence of which, all thefe blood fuckers, 
being glutted with plunder, extolled me to the 
&ies, and everted all their influence to caufc 
me to be appointed a third time to the office. 
On the day of eleftion, therefore, finding alt 
the fuffrages were in my favour, I ftood up 
and faid, in a grave and fevere manner, c O 
Athenians ! when I difcharged my office witK 
care, and adminiftered your finances with the 
fidelity and vigilance of an honeft man, I was 
reviled and treated as a knave : but fincc I 
have abandoned them to thefe public robbers, 
I am, it feems, an excellent treafurer and the 
beft of citizens. I am more alhamed of the 
fidnour conferred on me this day than of the 
fentence pafled Qn me laft year. I perceive! 
With indignation and concern, that to obtain 
your good -will I muft endeavour to oblige 
thievts and robbers/' This great man related 
thefe incidents with fo full a voice, and fo mlich 
3Qimatiop, that he almoft feemed to be ad- 

l 3 drcfling 
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dreffing the Athenians themfelves, and to be 
ftill in the vigor and prime of life. " The- 
miftocles," continued he, " ridiculed thh 
ipeech ; and when my difintercftednefs was ap- 
plauded by my hearers, faid, they were not fo, 
much praifing a man as a ftrong box, that faith- 
fully prefervcs whatever is confided to its 
care. — But the coojnefs of the evening begins tq 
cheer the inhabitants of the air and of the earth, 
and invites them to tafte once more of pleafure 
and repofe. Come and enjoy the charming fc- 
renity of the evening, and the magnificent 
fight of the fetting fun. Thou cheerful light 
of day !" exclaimed he 5 " thou fplendid lumi- 
nary of Natur ! thou no longer irradiated my 
eyes or exhilarated my foul ! The feafons ftill 
follow each other, and year fucceeds to year; 
but to me day no more returns. The fpring re- 
novates the verdure of the fields, and the iofe 
decorates her with its blufhing hues ; Aurora 
difplays her brilliant colours along the diftant 
horizon, and clothes herfelf in the light clouds 
of jnorning, but to me in vain. To me, alas ! all 
thefe charms are loft for ever ! It is true I anj 
furrounded by n>y offspring, I touch them with 
my hands, I prefs them to my bofpm, I Hften 
jp.fheir much-loved voices, but I befiold them 
for I am enveloped in the (hades of eternal 

night ! 
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ilight! Ohl dreadful lofs! Oh * melancholy 
privation ! O God fupreme,! I have enjoyed^ 
during eighty-two years, the beauty and the 
fplendor of thy magnificent works, but now, 
alas! nothing remains but their remembrance." 
yf e endeavoured to alleviate the. acutenefs of 
his farrows, but he replied, " Do not imagine 
that I have not fortitude to bear my lofs. How 
many men around aje experience feverer dooms ! 
I remember that when fome king gave a male- 
fa&or his choice whether he would have his 
hands cut off or his eyes put out, the criminal 
requefted permiflion to make an experiment of 
both alternatives. He caufed his hands to be 
tied during three days, and then had a bandage 
over his eyes during three days more* after 
which he determined to have his eyes put out.— 
3^ut give me my ftick, and lead me to the little 
hill where the air is fo cool and fo pure, and 
there I will relate my adventures." Phaloe 
gayc him her arm, and Phapor contrived to 
follow with Athenais, of whom he was already 
deeply enamoured. He had found her purfuing 
a butterfly. " Are you endeavouring," faid he, 
fmiling, « to fix the little flutterer ?" — « No," 
replied fhe, " it has no foul. If I made fuch an 
attempt, I would at lead purfue ipore elevated 
pbjefts." She had been gathering a rofe, which 
l 4 Phanor 
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Phanor ftole, but would afterwards have res 
flortd: « No/ 1 faid (he* < c keep it* for it U 
without thorns^ 

When we arrived at die hill, we placed Ariftw 
dea in the midft of ip, and rcqucftcd him ta 
begin hi&ftory^ 



^ 
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CHAP. XCV. 

Jdventures of Arifiid$s.~-Ht conceals him/elfin a 
cavern. 

fter Themiftocles was baniflicd from 
Athens," laid Ariftides, « that ckjf 
was full of calumniators and informers, who eft* 
reded their attacks againft the moft powerful 
and moft virtuous of the citizens j and the 
people, who are naturally proud, infolent, and 
puffed up with profperity, encouraged and 
liftened to them. One Diophantys, a maa of 
obfeure extra&ion, and a low, pattering dema* 
gogue, had the effrontery to accitfc me of pecu* 
Jation a^d corruption in paving received money 
pf the Ionians when I apportioned the contri- 
fcufipns of the ftate. Hence I was condemned 
to pay a fine of fifty mime * 5 which being unable 
fo discharge, I was obliged to expatriate myfelf, 
though fe venty years of age. I had then loft my 
fon LyfimachuSj and I fet off, ljke iEneas, car- 
rying with me my two grand-daughters and my 
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houfchold gods. Tired of public affairs, and dik 
gutted with the injuitice, inconfiftency, and per- 
verfenefs of mankind, a happy and peaceful ob- 
fcurity became the only objeft of my ambition, 
and I went by night to the Piraeus, where J 
embarked on board a merchant's (hip under the 
affumed name of Agefias, becaufe I was deter- 
mined no one ftiould know who I was. On ipy 
arrival at Smyrna I lodged in one of the fuburbs 
near the fea, at the houfe of a filherman, in 
which I hired a fmall room, where a : fingle difh 
of vegetables, morning atid evenirig, were all 
the food both of myfelf arid family/ Our hdf> 
however, from time to time gave us a little fifli $ 
and his wife, who was a kind and ^charitable 
woman, helped me to take - care of my grand- 
children and dreffr my vegetables. Thefe at- 
tentions I > repaid by mending their- nets, land 
teaching their child, .*a boy feven yeart of age, 
to read. This reciprocity of benefits 1 and kind ' 
offices formed a friendftitp between us which 
rendered our fociety '■ mutually agreeable. The 
good fifherman took meibr fonje unfortunate 
merchant who had been ruinedi>ytheinconftancy 
pf Fortune and the dangers of the feas. I had 
enjoyed this happy obfeurity above a year, when 
the Spartan general Lyfander, having defeated 
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the Athenians, pubHfhed an order throughout aty 
the maritime cities of Ionia that every Athenian 
fhould return tp his country, under pain of 
death. My hoft ? who had no idea this decree 
could affedt me, did not communicate the in- 
telligence till Lyfander was a&ually entering the 
port of Smyrna with his vi&orious fleet, anciim- 
niecjiately ordered ftrift fearch to be made for 
every native of Athens, Fortunately my hoft 
happened to be informed of it; and as we were 
prefled for time, gave me a load of nets, with 
which I walked before him, bending under the 
weight. Thus we paffed through the fatellites 
of the conqueror, and going on board his boat, 
quitted the port with all the requifite apparatus 
for filhing. He carried me to a cavern at the 
fea-fide, twenty ftadia from the city, whither, 
at night, he brought my children to me, together 
with fome provifions. The entrance of this 
cavern is concealed by rocks, which defend it 
from the violence of the winds, being narrow 
and low near the mouth, from which its dimen- 
fions gradually increafe. A dream of excellent 
water runs be fide it j the fiffures of the rocks 
admit a few of the rays of the fun, and within 
the cave the air is very pure and dry. My 
kind friend the fifherman brought, me a daily 
ftjpply of provifions, and in this remote and fo- 

litary 
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called me ; yet (he dared not afk me for bread, 
for (he perceived, that word deeply affected mc, 
and gave me the acuteft pain. She therefore 
only inquired whether I had found any fhcll-fifh, 
which I immediately promifed to procure; for 
I was determined, if no provifions were brought 
us in the courfe of the day, to brave all danger, 
and abandon my future lot to the will of the 
gods and the pity of mankind. My ftrength 
was now almoft entirely exhaufted, and fcarccly 
was I able to drag myfclf along to the mouth of 
the cavern. But what a joyful furprife t What 
a fubjeft of eternal gratitude ! I found there a 
plentiful fupply of provifions, for which I threw 
myfclf on my knees, and with tranfport thanked 
that Providence which ever watches over vn> 
tuous men. This day appeared the happieft of 
my life. Even the vi&ories of Marathon and 
Platsea did not afford me fo pure, fo heartfelt an 
enjoyment ; for the pleafure of a martial triumph 
iprings perhaps from vanity, while that I now 
experienced arofe from the mod honourable 
feelings of the heart, and the fofteft im- 
pulfe of inftintSt and of Nature, I was ftill un- 
certain, however, as to the future ; for I knew 
not who it was, what man or god, that had 
taken pity on my misfortunes. The next morn- 
ing, at day- break, I concealed myfclf behind a 

rock 1 
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rotik, where I had an extenfive view, without 
danger of being myfclf difcovered. I had not 
waited long when I faw a ft ranger approach 
with a baikett from which he took fome pro- 
vifions, laid them at the mouth of the cavern, 
and haftened away without cafting a (ingle look 
around him. This kind purveyor continued 
his good offices during five months, but al- 
ways with the fame filence, and with equal 
caution. His myftery, however, gave me 
fome uncafinefs ; and I was continually reflect- 
ing who this benevolent ftranger was, and what 
was become of my friend the fifherman. At 
length one morning, as I watched in my conceal- 
ment, I thought I recognized his features* It was 
himfelf. Immediately I ran up to him and em- 
braced him with joy and exultation ; while he 
preffed me with traniport to his bofom, and ex- 
prefled the mod lively pleafure at feeing me 
again, He told me the Spartans wifhing to 
make him enter on board their fleet, he had 
concealed himfelf for a time : but that having 
been difcovered, he was thrown into prifon f 
where, during three days, he was not permitted 
to fpeak to any one ; that at length he deter- 
mined to ferve on board the fleet, upon which 
he confided my concealment to a worthy and 
prudent friend, making him fwear that he would 

neither 
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neither endeavour to fee me, nor difcover who I 
was: he added, that he had found a vcflel 
bound to Thrace, and that he could confide in 
the probity of the captain, who demanded bat 
a finall compenfation for my pafiage, which he 
liow brought me. I accepted his offer and the 
money, faying, < My dear friend, I am eon- 
tufting a facred debt, which I hope one day to 
be able to difcharge : but if I fail in that, I 
rely on the goodnefs and the juftice of the gods 
to reward you for your kindnefs and your virtue/ 
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CHAP. XCVI. 

Arifiides fettles in fbrace.— *Defcription of the cli- 
mate and manners of the inhabitants.— Mode in 
which Arifiides gains his livelihood. 

" £~\ N m y arrival at Heraclca in Thrace, I 
^^ went up the river iEginus, and pro- 
cured a cottage in a village fituated between that 
river and the Sacred Mountain. Here my 
talents as a fchoolmafter were ufelefs, the 
Thracians being too backward in civilization to 
employ them. To gain a livelihood, therefore, 
I hired myfelf as a labourer to a man who had a 
large eftate and numerous flocks. Rural eco- 
nomy being very little underftood in that coun- 
try, I gave him much ufeful advice, and dire&ed 
. his agricultural proceedings ; in which having the 
good fortune to pleafe him, he foon placed me 
at the head of his workmen ; and in that capacity 
1 doubled the produce of his land. The inha- 
bitants, too, benefited by my example and in- 
ftrudtion, and acquired a tafte for agriculture. 
Orpheus, by the melodious mulic of his lyre, 
vol. in. m had 
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had foftened the chara&er of the Thracian** 
and I, like another Triptolemus, improved them 
by the labours and advantages of cultivation. 
This climate, however, is extremely unfavour- 
able, and its melancholy gloom, its long and 
fevere winters, foon became irkfome to me ; al- 
though its latitude promifes a milder temperature* 
But the mountains, which attraft the clouds, 
caufe frequent fnows and rains ; and the boorifh 
rufticity of the inhabitants is highly difgufting to 
the mind of every Athenian. The Thracians, 
however, have no fear of death, for they be« 
lieve their fouls will return to the earth, or dwell 
in fome happier place ; while others imagine, 
limply that death is preferable to life. 

" Among thofe who are called Thraufi, when 
a child is born, the relations fit around him, 
and enumerate the evils of human life, over 
which they weep and lament : but when any 
one dies, they give themfelves up to joy, and 
congratulate him on being liberated from the 
numerous ills and misfortunes that attend on 
mankind. 

" The Creftonians, another people of Thrace, 
arc allowed a plurality of wives, among whom* 
at the death of their hufbands, great difputes 
arife which o( them enjoyed the greateft (hare of 
his affe&ions * and upon this being decided, the 

favoured 
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favoured candidate is cheerfully facrificed by 
the neareft relations on the tomb of the deceafed, 
together with whom (he is buried. This pre- 
ference is confidered by her rivals as the word 
of reproaches and the heavieft of misfortunes. 

"In other parts of Thrace the inhabitants fell 
their children, particularly ftipulating that they 
fhall be carried out of the country ; and they 
fuffer their daughters to intrigue with whom they 
pleafe. The womenj however, are no fooner 
engaged in the bonds of marriage than they for- 
feit this liberty, and are afterwards ftriftly 
hatched. Their hufbands purchafc them of 
their relations at very high "prices. 

cc Thd nobles bear certain marks on their 
bodies as badges of nobility j nothing being 
efteemed fo honourable as idlenefs, or war and 
plunder ; nothing fo contemptible as to cultivate 
the earth. Their chief divinities are Mars, 
Bacchus, and Diana. The kings pay divine ho- 
nours to Mercury, from whom they pretend to 
fpring, and by whom alone they fwear. 

u I attended the funeral obfequies of a rich man 
bf the country, whofe body was cxpofed to view 
during three days. Several animals were facri- 
ficed to his manes, and a great feaft was prepared 
for the occafion.' During thefe ceremonies the 
eompany continually wept and - groaned ; and 
m 2 when 
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when the feaft was over, the corpfe was burnt 
and buried; after which a frnall hillock was 
raifed over it, and the ceremony concluded with 
the celebration of all kinds of games. 

" In the part of Thrace where I refided the 
inhabitants drink no kind of wine : but at meal- 
times they light a great fire, into which they - 
throw a fort of grain, with the vapour and ftnell 
of which they are foon intoxicated. Othersi on 
the contrary, are extremely fond of wine, which 
they fweeten with honey ; or if they cannot 
procure wine, make a ftrong liquor of fer- 
mented wheat. To their gods they facrificc 
human vi&ims, efpecially when they take the 
field : but when it thunders, they ftioot arrows 
in the air to threaten them with vengeance* 

" The Getas believe themfelves immortal 1 
and when any' one dies, imagine he is gone to 
their god Zamolxis. They annually draw lots, 
and fend one of their number to him as a de- 
puty, which they execute in the following man- 
ner : three men hold each a javelin with the 
point upwards, while others feize the deputy 
and throw him in the air, fo that he falls on 
the points. If he die of his wounds, they con- 
fider it as a proof that their god is propitious to 
them : but if he efcape, he is maltreated and 
defpifed, and a new deputy chofen. 

"At 
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€€ At length happening to learn that the 
youthful Cyrus, fon of Darius king of Perfia, 
had the command of all the fatrapies of Alia 
Minor, that he held his court at Sardis, was 
much beloved on account of his mildnefs 
and generofity, and that city being highly cele- 
brated for its happy climate, its excellent water, 
its fruitful orchards, and the fmiling luxuriance 
of the furrounding country, I determined to re- 
move thither, and to cntruft my fecret and my 
life to that young prince. c My misfortunes and 
old age/ faid I, * will affeft him, and he will 
protect me and my children/ Thus I abandoned 
njyfelf to chance and fortune, and after a happy 
voyage we arrived fafe at Sardis.-*— But I perceive, 
by the coolnefs of the air, that the night is ad- 
vancing, and it is time for us to return home. 
If my ftory interefts you I will refume it -to- 
morrow." 



m 3 
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CHAP. XCVII. 

Pbanor's paffion for Athenais.—His ingenious 
manner of declaring it. — Supper.— An anecdote 
of Cimon. 

We had no fooner parted from our new 
friends than Fhanor again extolled the 
pharms of Athena'is. cf I love her," faid he> 
cc with all the ardor of a firft attachment, and I 
feel that it is ftie, my bewildered heart has fo long 
been feeking. In fhort, I am fo deeply en- 
arnoured that I cannot help believing there fc 
forcery in my paffion for her. Whenever fhc 
turns her eyes towards me, fome powerful ema- 
nation, fome fubtle, yet refiftlefs element, feem$ 
to dart from thofe fafcinaring organs, that in-: 
ftantly fets all my foul on fire, as if the lightning 
of heaven had ftruck me."—" Yotj feem to 
think/* faid I, " that the eye poffefles extraor- 
dinary powers. If fo, why do not thefe emana- 
tions, this fubtle element, equally affeft me and 
difturb my peace ?" — <c Becaufe," replied he, 
< c you have perhaps no affinity with her, or no 
fympathy brings them into aftion."— - " You 

4 v*y 
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may add," (aid I, « that I have no faith in their 
exiftence." — cc I cannot force any one," replied 
he, " to believe in them : but if they have no 
exiftence, how can you explain the phenomenon 
I am going to relate ? One of my friends once 
law a moufe running round a toad that with open 
mouth fixed its eye upon its prey. The moufe 
continued describing fmaller and fmaller circles 
-around its devourer, fcreaming as it approach- 
ed ? till at length it could refill no longer, and 
ran into the jaws of its enemy. Was not this 
clearly the effeft of fafcination, proceeding frorn 
the eye, and dragging the poor moufe to ics de- 
ftrudiion ? 1 have heard, too, of a dog that 
fixed his eyes in like manner on a fquirrel 
who was perched upon a tree, and thus ftupified 
it till it fell into his mouth. Does not the eye 
of a man in a rage, and that of a woman who is 
under the influence of paflion, powerfully affedt 
the heart ? Do they not warm and agitate the 
foul ? Yet why is this, but from the effeft of the 
emanations or corpufcles that proceed from the 
eye, and penetrate the heart ? I will even go 
farther, and attribute the fudden violence of 
my paflion to my imprudently fitting for a con- 
fiderable time, the morning after our arrival, on 
a feat which this beautiful Athenian generally 
ufes j and from which moment I began to be in- 
m 4 flamed 
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flamed with the fever of love : for joo moft re- 
colled that the firft evening I was quite unde- 
cided which of the lifters to prefer."—" AH 
this," replied I, " might eafily arife from the 
power of the imagination. *Tis in vain, how- 
ever, that you thus feck for extraneous or fe- 
cret caufes. Have you forgot the fountain of 
Salmacis, die water of which yon fo imprudendy 
drank ? You now perceive its eficft ?"— 
<c Ah! M criedhe, "isitpoffible? Do yon really 
believe, that is the caufe V 9 — " Are you not 
deeply in love," continued I, " while I, who 
would not drink, am quire exempt? How- 
ever, Athenais dcfcrves your warmeft and ten- 
dereft attachment. The elegance of her man- 
ners, her extraordinary perfonal charms and in- 
telle&ual accompli(hments» the ftrength of her 
judgment, her uncommon memory, and her nu- 
merous virtues, render her one of the racft ami- 
able and moft intcreiong of her lex." — " Yes, 
indeed," exclaimed Phanor, cc the heart that 
does not adore her, muft be armed with a triple 
coat of mail."—" Yet/' iaid I, « I fhould pre- 
fer the lovely Theano, the beautiful and well- 
made Alpafia, or the fefcinaring Theophania." — 
" You are rallying nx," interrupted Phanor. — 
1 im agine you would not agree with Euripi- 
aucd 1, " who fays, ia his Medea., 

that 
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that it were to be wifhed, means could be difco-? 
vered to perpetuate the fpecies without the co- 
operation of women ; and that if this could be 
effefled, mankind would be infinitely happier/' 
— " Euripides,' ' returned Phanor, c f was a 
gloomy madman, and juftly forfeited his life in 
confequence of his fetires, and of his hatred to 
women, who, it is faid, revenged themfelves by 
tearing him in pieces."— " But the night ad- 
vances/' faid I. " Let us fleep : Morpheus, 
perhaps, will fend forth a charming dream from 
his ivory g&te, and prefcnt to your imagination 
the beautiful Athenai's returning your paffion in 
an arbour of fofes," 

We awoke late, and found our friends already 
in the garden. Ariftides was digging, the two 
fifters were feeding their goats and their 
chickens, and the pigeons came to peck their 
food from the lovely hands of their miftrefles* 
We afiifted them in thefe ruftic amufements, 
and walked with them till breakfaft ; after which 
, they retired to their gynaeceum, and Phanor and 
myfelf took a ramble in the fields. Here Pha- 
nor told me, while his eyes fparkled with plea- 
fure, that he had taken a very ingenious method 
of difcovering his paffion to the beautiful Athe- 
nai's. " We were fitting/' faid he, " beneath 
a poplar, at a fmall diftance from you, when * 

goldfinch 
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goldfinch began to fing and flutter around hi$ 
mate, and Athenai's fixed her attention and her 
eyes upon the little warbler. c I wifti/ faid 
{he, € we could underftand the language of thofc 
charming little creatures : tjiey muft furely fay 
fomc very pretty things to each other/— c J 
will be their interpreter/ faid I j c for an uncle 
of mine, who is an Arufpex at Thebes, ftudied 
their language, and .has initiated me into the 
icience.'-— c That muft be a mod happy talent/ 
replied flie. c Pray let me hear how you can per- 
form, by explaining to me their converfation.'— - 
f Moft willingly/ faid I . c Let us liften to them. 
? I have travelled in a great many countries, (fays 
the lover,) and have feen a great many birds of 
your fex, but have never beheld one fo lovely 
before.'—- c A very gallant bird, indeed V cried 
Athenai's.—' He adds,' faid I, c Nature feems 
to have lavi(hed upon you, with the greateft 
profufion, every charm that can fafcinate the eye 
or delight the heart. The groves of Elyfium, 
where the fhades of the happy roam, and the 
gardens of the Hefperides, where the trees bear 
golden fruit, are lefs pleafing and attra&ive thaq 
this delicious fpot, which is rendered fo enchant- 
ing by your prefence.— Now he is filent/— 7 
c This little bird/ faid Athenai's, € is a charm- 
ing creature ! But do you not think he flatters 

too 
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jtoo much ? ? «— < Wc can neither of us judge/ 
laid I, * of the merit of the objeft he adores : 
but it is evident, from his manner and ex- 
preflions, that he is fpeaking the fentiments of 
his heart. — But hark ! he is beginning again.-— 
f It is but three days fince I firfl: beheld you, yet 
jhefe three days I have loved you. fht fire of 
Jupiter is not more rapid or more powerful than 
the arrow with which you have pierced my 
heart/— f This little animal/ faid lhe> c is very 
clever ! But pray what does his miftrefs fay ? • 
*— c As yet/ anfwered I, € (he has made no re- 
ply. What would you fay, were you in her 
place ?'— -? That he who can love truly/ replied 
fhe, 'and whofe dedicate though exaggerated 
praifes proceed from the bottom of his heart, is 
3t leaft deferving of my gratitude/ At this mo- 
ment you came towards us, and our converfation 
ended/'— " Your cqurtftiip," faid I to Phanor, 
f c has commenced with a very happy omen, and 
Hope difplays a fmiling profpeft before you : 
but remember that the daughter of Ariftides, the 
woman who pofleffesthe virtues of Athenais, and 
inherits thofe of her father, is a divinity who mufl: 
be approached only with the pureft thoughts and 
the profoundeft refpcft."-*-" I know it/' re- 
turned he : " the delicacy of her deportment, 
her education, her modefty, and her name 

alike 
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alike command my veneration. My views arc 
worthy of fuch an objeft ; and if I have the 
good-fortune to be accepted, I fhall requeft your 
good offices to procure the confent of her wife * 
and virtuous parent." 

When we returned from our little excurfion 
we fupped near the well, which was the ban- 
queting-room whenever the weather was favour- 
able. Thither many of the neighbours came to 
draw water $ and I faid to Ariftidcs, < f Your 
garden feems open to all the world, like that 
of Cimon the fon of Mi^ades."— " Yes/- an- 
fwered he, " like him I wilh to fpread my 
riches abroad ; and the only wealth I poffefs con- 
fifts of the water of this well, Cimon had Cq 
noble and fo generous a heart, that he left his 
garden conftantly open, that the neceffitous and 
the^ ftranger might freely gather his fruit and 
vegetables; and he had always a plain fupper fuf- 
ficient for a great number of guefts, to which the 
poor and indigent were freely admitted. In the 
ftreets he was always attended by a number 
of fervants in good clothes, and when they 
met any old man who appeared ragged, one. 
of them exchanged with him. They alfo car- 
ried bags of money, which be diftributed to. 
thofe whom he fufpe&ed of being in diftreft. 
In fhort, Cimon vvas fo liberal and fo munificent 

in 
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in all his a&ions, that he made his houfe a kind 
of Prytancum, and his lifetime another golden 
age, in which every thing was common. This 
great man died at Cyprus, in the fervice of his 
country, and in the flower of life, yet his bones 
have never been removed to Athens, nor has any 
monument been epefted to his memory ! Left 
fortunate than even the dog of Xantippus, who 
has been honoured with a tomb." 

On my afking him to relate this anecdote, 
u When the Perfians," faid he> " threatened 
Athens with deftruftiort, and the latter were 
obliged to abandon their homes, their temples, 
and their country, Xantippus had a dog, which 
was not permitted to take with him on board. 
But this faithful friend and fervant fwam after his 
matter, and died of fatigue as he was getting on 
fhore at Salamis. Xantippus caufed him to 
be interred on the fpot where he died, and there 
his monument may ftill be feen, the place being 
called Cynoffefaa, or the Dog's Tomb. — But 
the time is come," continued Ariftides, " for 
our evening walk, when I promifed to refume 
the ftory of my adventures. Let us return to 
the fame fpot where we fat yefterday." Athe- 
gnai's now gave him her arm, at which Phanor 
was hurt and offended ; for he had flattered him- 

feie 
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felf with an opportunity to renew his interpreta- 
tions of the language of the birds. 

On the road we met a fplcndid cavalcade, at 
the head of which was young Pharnabazus, whof 
appeared gay and happy, making his horfe cur- 
vet, and laughing and joking with his com- 
panions. At this fight I Was aftonifhed and 
fhocked, for it was but the preceding day I had 
feen him overwhelmed with defpair, tearirig his 
hair, throwing himfelf on the lifelefs corpfe of 
the beautiful Statira, calling death to his relief* 
and attempting to plunge a poniard in his 
bofom; yet now mirth and pleafure had re- 
fumed their place, and wantoned in his fe- 
renc and fportive countenance. I exprcfled 
my furprife to Ariftides, who replied with 
a fatirical fmile, " That young man has 
more philofophy than you imagine* H£ 
is a true difciple of the portico; for like 
Reno's fage he rifes above pain and grief, and 
fuffers nothing to difturb his peace. He af- 
fords, however, an excellent leffon to young 
women, who readily believe their lovers could 
not furvive their lofs or their frowns. In fafty 
Pharnabazus was in love with pleafure, and not 
with his miftrefs : he finds both elfcwhere, he 
purfues and enjoys them, and thus eafily confoks 
himfelf and forgets the pad." 
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chap, xcviii. 

the hiftory of Ariftides continued.— Defcription of 
the palace of Cyrus.— Interview with that 
prince. 

as foon as we arrived at the little hill where 
^^ we fat the preceding evening, Ariftides 
faid, " I remember we arrived laft night in 
good health at Sardis, although fomewhat fa- 
tigued with our voyage* I took up my lodg* 
ingsata very obfcure inn, and the next day in- 
quired of my hoft at what hour I could fee Cyrus* 
He appeared thundefftruck at my queftion, and 
having furveyed me from head to foot, anfwered, 
with a farcaftic finile, that to me no doubt he 
Would be vifible at all hours. c You are come, 
perhaps/ faid he, c to afk fome favour of him ? 
to folicit fome poft or office in the government V 
*— < No/ anfwefed I, with indignation at his in- 
folencej C I folicit nothing of your fellow- citi- 
zens but good-manners, and nothing of your 
mafter but prote&ion/ This firm reply made 
him change his tone, and he informed me 
at what hour the palace was opened. At that 

time 
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time I traverfed the city, dreflcd as I arri now, 
barefoot, my head uncovered, and my face ob- 
fcured by a thick beard ; while the paffengers 
ftood dill to obferve and examine me, as if I 
had been forte curious anomalous animal. In 
the firft court of the palace I faw a numerous 
guard, who took no notice of me, and fuffered 
Hie to pafs : but in the fecond I was flopped ; on 
which I afked one of the flaves if any one there 
underftood the Ionic dialed* c I do/ faid the 
principal perfon among them.— c Then go/ faid 
I, c and tell Cyrus that a Greek defires to fee 
hinv, and to have an audience.' This man^ how- 
ever, in lieu of carrying my meffage, only flared 
at me, and examined me from head to foot. 
c Do as you are ordered,' faid I, with a haughty 
look of indignation, c and bring me an anfwer.' 
On this, he inftantly complied. While he 
was gone, I feated myfelf on a ftone expofed to 
the rays of the fun, much to the aftonifhment of 
the foldiers on guard, whofe heads were covered 
with cittaris *, and who carefully concealed them- 
felves in the (hade. My outlandifh appearance 
attra&ed their attention and amufed them ; for 
they whifpered and laughed foftly among them- 

• The Perfian cap was Co called. Its fhape was pointed, 
and that of the king was ornamented with a blue and white 
ribband. 

felves 
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-felvesi though none of them were bold enough 
to look in my face. 

<c in this fituation I refle&ed on my paft glory. 
c Here, then/ faid I c Ariftides, who in his 
youth was, jointly with Miltiades, crowned with 
laurels at Marathon ; who triumphed withThe- 
miftocles at Salamis j who, at the head of the 

. Athenian troops, bore off the palm of vidtoryfrom 
Platsea ; whom the Greeks unanimouQy elefted 
to prefide at the apportionment of their taxes, 
and inverted with unlimited authority !'— - cc And 
you may add," faid Athenais,' cc that the period 
of your command was called the reign of Saturn, 
and the happy, days of Greece/' — " "fis true, 
my dear/' anfwered he. c Here/ faid I, c is 
the fame Ariftides fitting on a ftone at the gate 
of a fatrap of Perfia 1 inglorious and unknown, 
degraded and profcribed, poor, forlorn, and 
contemned even by the vileft flaves ! O For- 
tune ! thefe, thefe are thy cruel fports V I then 
rcfle&ed on the doom of the too-celebrated 
Crcefus, king of Lydia, who in this fame city, 
where he dazzled the world with the fplendor 
and magnificence of his court, fell from his ele- 
vation into the power of Cyrus. 

" My thoughts were now interrupted by the 
meflenger, who came and informed me his 

•matter would not be vifible for two hours. s Re- 
vol. in. n turn/ 
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turn/ faid I, c and tell him that I hare no time 
to wait; that a young man owes more refpe&to 
age, and a Perfian fatrap to a free Greek/ The 
flave now dared at me with the utmoft amaze- 
ment, but at length, though not without great 
difficulty, confented to convey this fecond mef- 
fage, which induced Cyrus to give orders for my 
immediate admiflion. I traverfed feveral fplen- 
did apartments, elegantly decorated with filks, 
with gold and filver, with the fineft ftatues, and 
the mod beautiful vafes ; and I walked upon the 
richeft carpets : but the hall where Cyrus fit 
amidfta crowd of courtiers furpafied all the reft 
in tafte and magnificence. The floor Was a 
mofaic formed of the rareft marbles, and the 
walls were iricrufted with the whiteft alabafter. 
Eight columns of porphyry fupported a dome, 
where the beft painters had reprefentcd in frefco 
Venus rifing from the fea, attended by the Ne- 
reids, while the Loves were fluttering around 
her. The young prince himfelf was reclining 
upon a bed of filver, which was covered with a 
rich carpet. I confefs I was furprifed at the 
great tafte and magnificence of this apartment, 
and the refreshing coolncfs of the air. My ima- 
gination had never formed fo charming a picture. 
But I remembered the fpcech oF Diogenes & 
Plato> and laid to myfclf, / tread upon the lukufy 

and 
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and thiprkle of Cyrus -, while the dreffes of the 
courtiers, which were decorated with gold and 
precious (tones, added to the fplendor and 
enchantment of the fecne. It is faid that 
Solon, when tra verting the apartments of the 
palace of Crcefus, took every courtier for thct 
king i and I might eafily have fallen into the 
fame miftake. When I entered, every one 
made way for me, while I paffed on with a firm 
ftep, and a lofty air. The moft refpedU 
able of the courtiers beheld me with afto- 
nifhment: but the young men, who were far the 
greater number, laughed at the ftrangeaefs qf 
my drels and appearance* Thus I went up to 
Cyrus, who, without moving from his place, or 
defcending from his dignity, afked me, in the 
Ionic dialed, my name, condition, country, and 
the objeft of my vifit. € Send away/ faid I, c this 
crowd of foolilh boys, whom the fight of a free 
man aftoniflies, and I will then tell you my name/ 
Cyrus made a fign, and every one difappeared. 
He looked at me attentively, and I perceive*} that 
he formed a favourable opinion of me* c W<* 
are now alone,' (aid he ; « fpeak I Who **r 
you?%— € An Athenian/ faid I, c who has been 3 
powerful enemy to the Periians, but who thinks 
fo highly of you and ofyourgencrofity, that being 
now in mbforttuw, he is cqsm: to truft his life in 
n 2 your 
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your hands, and folicit your hofpitality.'— c Your 
name ?' faid he. — c Ariftides, of Athens,' ari- 
fwered I : c do you know him ?' — c Ariftides V 
faid he : c yes, your virtue and your fame arc 
known throughout our dominions.' As he pro- 
nounced thefe words he arofe and gave me his 
hand. He then feated me by his fide, and we 
had a very long converfation on the affairs of 
Athens and of Greece. This young prince, 
then but twenty-four years of age, had a mind 
enriched with an uncommon dock of know- 
ledge, an excellent difpofition, and his generous 
munificence, added to his numerous amiable 
qualities, endeared him to all the fubjc&s of the 
Perfian crown. But I perceived that his pre- 
vailing paflion was ambition, and that he was 
forming ptoje&s of the moft extenfive con- 
quefts. c Do you know,* faid I, c what a bot- 
tomlefs abyfs is war? what immenfe fums it 
fwaflows up ?' — c Yes,' faid he* c I am fully 
aware of that, and have already amaffed con- 
fiderable treafures.' — c Liften,' faid I, c to a 
fhort apologue. The moon one day requefted 
her mother to make her a cloak that fhould fit 
her well. " How is that poffible ?" anfwered 
the mother, " fince you do not retain your 
ihape a fingle day ? You are continually in- 
creafing and diminUhing ; and no (boner would 

the 



- i 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. l8l 

the cloak be made than it would ceafe to fit you." 
Juflr fo it is with war and its expences. It is im- 
pofEble to afcertain the fum, that monfter will 
devour. In one of our temples at Athens is a 
ftatue of Peace holding Plutus, who is repre- 
fented as a child, in her arms j while at Thebes 
fie is reprefented, with equal juftice, in thofe of 
Fortune. Yes, Peace is the daughter of 
Heaven, and the parent of Profperity and Hap- 
pinefs : but war is a devouring flame lighted up 
by ambition, to deftroy mankind and defolate 
the earth/ 

" The young fatrap was embarraffed, though 
not convinced by my reafoning, and changed 
the fubjeft of our converfation. He told me he 
pitied the fate of a man who, like me, was poor, 
profcribed, and deftitute. c I thank you/ faid 
I, < but I will fay, with Ariftippus, that poverty 
is better than ignorance, fince the former is 
merely the want of riches, while the latter .is an 
intelle&ual privation/ 

cc We now fpoke of the manners of Perfia, 
which, as Cyrus himfelf confefled, though once 
manly and energetic, had rapidly degenerated, 
and were growing alarmingly corrupt. c Our 
fyftem of education/ faid he, c whicfh was once fo 
univerfally admired for its wifdom, is now al- 
moft entirely negle&ed. Since the time of the 
n 3 great 
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great Cyrus, the Perfians have been divided into 
four clafles, children, youths, men, and the fu- 
perannuated clafs. The firft are taught at five 
years of age, to ride on horfeback, till which 
time they continue in the hands of the women, 
that in cafe they die their lofs may give lefs pain 
to their fathers. We have a public place/ con- 
tinued he, c divided into four different com* 
partments appropriated to the four clafles, each 
of which has twelve governors ; thofe for the 
children being chofen from among the old men, 
and thofe for the youths from the clafs immedi- 
ately above them. The childcen learn very little 
grammar, but the rules of juftice and morality 
are ftriftly enforced. They are taught that in- 
gratitude is the mod odious of vices, and their 
tutors endeavour to form them to habits of mo* 
defty and temperance. Their food confifts of 
bread and creffes, water is their ufual beverage, 
and their principal exercifes confift of drawing 
the bow and throwing darts. Such is their mode 
of life till they are fifteen years of age, from 
which time they pafs the next ten years in the 
clafs of youths, being employed in the ferviccand 
attendance of the king, in executing the orders 
of the magiftrates, and feizing thieves and rob- 
bers. At night they fleep in the palace or pub- 
lic fquares, and mount guard in the city. One 

half 
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half of them attend the king in hunting once a 
month ; and they all live hard, and arc accuftomed 
to the fatigues of war. When thefe ten years 
arc expired they enter the clafs of men, in 
which they continue to ferve the magiftrates, or 
become magiftrates themfelves. In this clafs 
they continue ' fivc-and-twenty years, at the 
expiration of which period they enter the 
Superannuated clafs. From that time they never 
quit their country, and pafs the remainder of 
their lives in honourable retirement. The in- 
dividuals of this clafs indraft the young people, 
eled the magiftrates, and a£t as judges in civil 
and criminal caufes. An officer is alfo appoint- 
ed to repeat daily to the king, as foon as he 
rifes, c Sire, remember to fulfil the ordinances 
ofOromafdes.' 

u Cyrus now requefted me to defcribe to him 
the part I bore in fome of the principal tranf- 
aftions in which I had been engaged. ' At 
Marathon,' faid I, ' ten generals alternately 
fceld the command. When my turn came, I 
refigned it to Miltiades, as an example to the 
other generals to prefer the good of their coun- 
try to the gratification of their felf-love. Ac- 
cordingly they adopted the fame conduct: yet 
Miltiades had the delicacy never to give the 
n 4 enemy 
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enemy battle except on the day appointed for 
his command, * 

« c At the time of the battle of Salamis,' con- 
tinued I, c I had been three years banifhed from 
Athens: but hearing that Themiftocles, the 
commander of the Athenian fleet, and Eurybia- 
des, general of that of Sparta, were at variance ; 
and that Eurybiades, alarmed at the number of 
the enemy's fhips which blocked up the gulf, 
was about to leave Salamis, I immediately quitted 
JEgina, where 1 was then in baniftiment, croffed 
the Perfian fleet amidft a th'oufand dangers, and 
arrived, during the night, at the tent of The- 
miftocles. I inftantly fent a meffage to that 
general, requeuing a private interview, but withr- 
put telling my name. He was extremely fur- 
prifed at my fudden return, but I faid, " The- 
jniftocles, let us forget all our diffenfions, let a 
nobler emulation fpring up in our minds and 
a&uate our conduct and let the only conteft be- 
tween us be, who (hall beft ferve the republic. J 
am come to place myfelf under your command, 
and to affift you with my perfon and advice." 
— >" I admire," faid Themiftocles, " your ge- 
nerofity and your zeal in the fervice of your 
country : I cannot but follow your example, 
which I will have the courage to imitate through-? 

out/ 1 
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out." He then communicated to me the arti- 
fice by which he intended to delude the enemy, 
and found the opinion I delivered in the council 
uleful both to the republic and to himfelf j for it 
caufed his plan to be adopted. ' Perhaps,' faid 
Cyrus, c there is no man cxifting who is capable 
of fuch elevated virtue except Ariftidcs himfelf/ 
--— l Rather fay a republican/ replied I. € I re- 
member,' continued I, * a very Angular anecdote 
of that great general. As he was marching againft 
the enemy, not finding in his foldiers that ardour 
on which he could rely for fuccefs, he defired 
them to obferve the fury with which two cocks 
were fighting, S( See," faid he, " the invin- 
cible courage of thofe little animals, who have 
no other motive than the defire of vidlory, 
while you are fighting for your wives and fami- 
lies, for the tombs of your anaeftors, and for the 
prefervation of your liberty !" Thefe words re- 
animated the troops, and caufed them to be vic«* 
torious j and in memory of this event the Athe- 
nians inftitutcd a kind of feftival, which is cele- 
brated with cock-fights.' 

cc c I believe,* faid Cyrus, € that at Flataea you 
commanded the Athenians ?'— * € Yes,' faid I, 
c it is true I had that honour. I confefs I was 
filled with admiration at the difcipline and in- 
trepidity of the Lacedaimonian troops, though 

they 
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#*ty prepared /or battle by combing their 
bair, crowning their bodies with garlands, and 
fuwioting themfelves with oil and perfumes. 
When the army w*s drawn up, the flute-playens 
performed the hytnn of Caftor, while Paufanias, 
their general and king, fang it as he inarched at 
their bead, and the whole army joined in the 
chorus with an air of joy and animation, march- 
ing with a firm ftep and in excellent order. One 
of tjbe mod remarkable circumftances attending 
this event was, that the conquerors having railed 
$t trophy to victory, we Tent to confult the oracle 
^Jiat facrifice we were to offer. We were or- 
dered to raife an altar to Jupiter, but not to ofier 
any facrificcs till we had extinguifticd all the fires 
throughout the country, (they -having been pro- 
phaned by (he enemy,) and brought a pure and 
fecred flame from Delphi. This command was 
immediately obeyed. Euchides of Platsea let 
off very early in the morning for Delphi, where 
be purified himfelf, fprinkled himfelf with the 
water of the facrcd fountain, crowned himfelf 
with laurel, and, with a firebrand lighted at the 
altar, came running back to Platsea, which he 
entered at fun- fet. Here having faluted his fellow- 
citizens, and delivered them the firebrand, he 
fell and died at their fttt, having travelled in the 
C&wfe of the day a thoufand ftadia. The Pla* 

tseans 
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tseans buried him in the temple of Diana, and 
infcribed on his tomb, Here lies Eu chides, who 
went to Delphi and returned in one day. 

« In memory of the Greeks who died at this 
celebrated battle, funeral honours are annually 
performed on the lixteenth ofMaima&qrion*,aC 
which no Have is permitted to attend. At day- 
break a proceffion is performed, preceded by a 
trumpet founding a charge, and followed by 
feveral chariots filled with chaplets and branches 
of myrtle. After thefe follows a black bull, and 
then a number of youths carrying pitchers of 
wine and milk, and phials of perfumes. The 
proceffion is clofed by the archon or firft ma~ 
giftrate of Platsea, drefled in a robe of purple, 
wearing his fword, and holding an urn in his 
hand $ though at all other times he is not per- 
mitted to touch iron, or wear any drefs but 
white. As foon as this proceffion arrives at the 
tombs, the archon fills his urn with water at a 
neighbouring fountain, wafhes the monumental 
columns, perfumes them, and then facrifices the 
bull on the funeral pile. He pfays to Pluto 
and Mercury, invites the dead to this feftiva! 
and to thefe libations, and pouring out a cup of 
wine, exclaims aloud, c< This cup to the hcrO*s 
who have died for liberty," 

• Oftober. 
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. « Our convcrfation now turned on politics* 
and Cyrus afked me under what form of 
government I preferred to live. * Under that/ 
iaid I, c where men obey no power but the 
laws/ — c And where does fuch a government 
cxift ?' faid he.— c I know not/ anfwered I. 
€ The happieft country, however, and the 
beft eftablilhed, is that where there is moft 
equality between the inhabitants/— c Agreed/ 
faid he : ( but this equality cannot exift, except 
in a very fmall fociety, whofe members are poor, 
and inhabit remote and barren rocks. A demo- 
cratic government in a very extenfive country is 
abfurd and chimerical ; becaufe fuch a country is 
neceflarily rich and powerful, and avarice, am- 
bition, and the love of pleafure agitate the paf- 
fions of mankind, and become, as it were, vol- 
canoes, whofe frequent and refiftlefs irruptions 
produce new convulfions and revolutions. I 
have read, in one of your poets, that ^Eolus 
keeps the winds chained up in deep caverns, 
and this alone reftrains them from devaftating the 
earth with their impetuous fury. Once, how^ 
ever, at the requeft of Juno, he Jet them loofe, 
when fuddenly ftorms and tempefts raged with- 
out control, and, joined with the obfeurity of the 
night, covered the fea with wrecks, anti the earth 

with 
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with terror and deftru&ion. This is but too juft 
an emblem of democratic turbulence, where 
civil and political liberty are conftantiy con- 
founded. The former affe&s the happinefs of 
Ibciety at large, every individual participates in 
its advantages, and loves the government under 
which he enjoys it : but the latter is beneficial 
only to a very % fmali portion of the people* 
frequently to none but the ambitious, and itacn 
of political intrigue. Civil liberty may exift 
under every temperate government, ; evefl. mo- 
narchy itfelf. That, is in my opinion, the bed 
constitution, where all the bad paflions are re- 
drained, and of which the principles are the 
fimpleft. One of your philofophers h$s affcrted 
that a monarchy is the moft folid form of govern- 
ment. c * Under fuch a conftitution," fays he, 
<c the happinefs of the people depends on the 
virtue of one individual •> under an ariftocracy, 
on that of many ; under a democracy, on that 
of all the citizens; and you will readily allow 
that it is eafier to find one virtuous man than 
a hundred or than twenty thoufand."-r c Were 
ydu not Cyrus/ faid I, € were you born in the 
obfeurity of humble life, would you be a citizen 
of Athens or a fubjeft of Perfia?'—' An Ather 
nian/ anfwered he, c though merely to'gratify the 
paffion of felf-love. A democracy is deftitute both 

of 
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of an eftablifhed foundation andof folidity, For 
a conftitution to be firmly and immovably efta- 
blifhed, the firft magiftratc or magiftrates muft 
overawe the people by their birth and magnifi- 
cence, and make them feel that reverence, that 
confeious refpeft for fuperior rank, which, 
ftrongly affeding the imagination, reft rains them 
more effe&ually than either morajity or the laws* 
Even your countrymen the Athenians acknow- 
ledge that they were happy under the tyranny of 
Pififtratus $ and that the reign of his fon Hippar- 
chus was their golden age. If the people are go- 
verned by their equals, they feel no refpeft for 
their rulers, and ambitious demagogues take 
advantage of this contempt to difturb the order 
and tranquillity of the date, overturn every au- 
thority, and affumc the reins of government 
themfelves. , — - c I am of your opinion/ faid £ 
€ and therefore prefer a mild ariftocracy to a de- 
mocracy. When a Lacedaemonian advifed Ly- 
curgus to eftablilh a popular government, in 
which the loweft citizen fhould have as much 
power as the higheft, that legiflator replied, 
u Firft make the experiment by eftablifhing it in 
your own family." 

u Cyrus propofed to me to refidc in his pa- 
lace, and offered me money and every accom- 
modation : but I refuted all his favours, and faid, 
5 c Procure 
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« Procure rite a eottig* oft ihi banks of the Plc- 
totos, together tfith b fiftall garden, tohttt 1 ihkf 
work, and with its pr6duce pay my tent and 
fepport my family. But I requeft you to keep 
inj natae a fecrfet, for I have afruried that of 
Agfcfias ; with you I hope I (hall find (ecu* 
Jity arid repofe/ Cyrus acceded to my requeft, 
SH9 frtbmifed to prdteft ftie With as much care 
& hi ttouid a city. He defircd I would comfc 
arid vifit him from time to tiftie, to which 1 c6n- 
fehted, on condition that his guaftfe ihould not 
detain tnt at the gates of his palace, aftd that he 
Would not makfe me #ait himfelf. , Out Cdrt*. 
verfation had ndW Continued twb hours, td the 
great aftonifhment of the cbuftiers, Who fatigued 
themfclveS With innumerable cdrijc&ufes relative 
to my name, rtiy condition, artd the objeft of my 
vifit : but their furprife was (till greater wheft 
they faw Cyrus himfelf afccbmpany me, and COA- 
Verfe with me in a feittlliar arid friendly tttefrtier. 

"When I returned to my inn, tny hoft a&ed 
me whether I had feen the prince, and "whether 
he had fatisfied me : c Yes/ faid I, € my friend, 
he has quite fatisfied me ; and now do you endea* 
vour to fatisfy my hunger, by ferving me a difli 
of vegetables/ 

" When fupper was ready, this man came to 
inform me of it. He approached me with a 

low 
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low bow, treated me with the greateft cere^ 
mony and fubmiflion, and begged me to accept 
his excufes for not having behaved to me, at 
firft, with all the refpeft that was my due. I a**- 
fwercd, that I had nothing to complain of, and 
that thefe ceremonies and compliments were 
unneceffary. On going in to fupper, I found 
a table fet out in the mod delicate and fump- 
tuous manner. c My friend,' faid I, € who or 7 
dered this grand entertainment ? Have you for* 
gotten that I only defired a difh of vegetables ?' 
He anfwered, that an officer had come with a 
jneflage from Cyrus, ordering that I fhould be 
treated well. c Take away your fupper,' faid I, 
c and leave me only thefe vegetables ; and if the 
officer returns, tell him that Agcfias advifes the 
prince to keep his vidtuals for his own fubje6ts, 
fince he has more mouths to feed than I have.'" 
But I find my ftory will employ us too late, and 
therefore will finifh it to-morrow. Morpheus 
invites us home : let us go and enjoy the fweets 
he offers." 



"> 
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CHAP. XCIX. 

Phanor's paffion. 

Phanor paffed the night in continual agita- 
tion with the thoughts of his lovely Athe- 
hais, and in the morning wrote four vcrfes on 
a tree, at the foot of which was a feat, where (he 
often ufed to reft herfelf : 

Dear oak ! if in thy {hade the lovely fair, 
Whofe charms uneqaall'd wake this tender figh, 

Haply may. tell her feelings to the air, 
Ah, envied witnefs I bid irie live or die. 

This morning, however, he was difpleafed 
with her ; for (he appeared more negligent than 
ufual in her drefs. « Yefterday," faid he, "fhc 
wore flowers in her hair, which was carefully 
and neatly combed ; but to-day (he fuffers it to 
hang in wild diforden When I fpoke to her of 
it/' continued he, c< (he only replied that fimplici- 
tywasthebeft ornament} and befides, (hefeetns 
more referved and colder than before. ,, — cc This 
negligence of her drefs/' faid I, " this circum- 
(pe<5tioh in her behaviour, are the happieft of 

vol. hi. o prcfages. 
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prefages. She flights her drefs, becaufc (he is 
fearful of betraying to you the regard (he feels * 
and her coldnefs and refer ve arife from that 
amiable alarm and timidity which love excites 
in the young and inexperienced. You ought 
not, therefore, to defpair, but indulge the 
fweeteft illufions of hope." In the courfc of the 
day he paid frequent vifits to the tree on which 
he had rnferibed the verfes, till at length he ob- 
ferfred the word die was efftcedr He immedi- 
ately ran to inform me of it : but the agitation 
of fear and love had fo obfeured his reafon, that 
he knew not how to interpret this incident* 
<c Do you not perceive,* fard I, " that her an- 
fwer is favourable, and that (he bids you live ? 
I fee, however, that you have drunk a little too 
deeply of the fountain of Salmacrs." 

He now fuddenly left me to employ his Mufe 
upon his dear Athenai's, and wrote fome other 
verfes, which he prefented to her as thofe of the 
poet Mofchus, who was the author of that 
charming little poem calledCupid playing truant** 

Athena'is, however, perceived the artifice, 
though lhe concealed her penetration, that fhe 
might haVe the pleafure of beftowing on them* 
liberal tribute of praife. They were as follow ^ 

* See the firfl Idyl of Mofchus, called Ep^ J^avirdfc*» 
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Blefl: be the year, the month, the day* 
The paffing hour, the moment gay, 
When, hither led by powers unfeen, 
1 faw thee fport on yonder green ! 

Blefl be the tender flame I feel* 
The cheriih'd wound that none can heal ! 
Blefl die foft bondage of my foul, 
Where reigns thy power without control ! 

Bled be the lily on thy cheek* 
Thy ruby lips that, filent, {peak ! 
Thy form that glows with heavenly fire* 
And wakes eternal ftrong defire I 

At night the wind prevented Us from 
talking: but kfter fupper Ariftides led us into 
liis ftudy, to conclude the ftorjr of his life and its 
iririffitudes. 






o2 
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CHAP, C 

Conclufion of the hijlory of Ariftides.—Generojtiy 
of Cyrus i — Anecdote of Ariftides.—Hiftory of 

the taking of Babylon* 

" r ast tight," refumed Ariftides, " wewcne 
«*-' at the inn, fitting down to our frugal but 
healthful fupper. Some days after my firft in- 
terview with Cyrus he fent for me again. On 
this occafion the courtiers feemed hot to notice 
my grotefque appearance : but I perceived in 
their attentive countenances a mixture of refpedt 
and curiofity* I found the young fatrap in his 
garden, which the beauty and fymmetry of the 
trees, and the fragrance of the aromatic herbs 
and flowers, rendered extremely pleafant* 
€ How do you like my paradife ?' faid he.— c I 
think it very beautiful/ anfwefed I, c and laid 
out with great tafte and intelligence/—* I pre- 
fided over it myfelf/ replied he* * and planted 
feveral of the trees with my own hands/— 
c You!' exclaimed I; c in that magnificent ap- 
parel, with thofe rings on. your fingers, that 
rich collar, and thefe luxurious perfumes ex- 
haled 
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haled by your garments ! have you worked with 
your own hands in planting and embellifhing 
thefe gardens ?' — c Yes/ returned he, c I fwear 
by Mythra, that whenever I am in health I 
never fit down .to table till I have covered my* 
felf with fweat by military exercife or ruftic la- 
bour.* — c Cyrus/ faid I, c you deferve all the 
happinefs you enjoy, fince you cultivate virtue 
in the midft of your profperity/ 

" He now informed me that he had found a 
fpot that co/refponded with my wifhes; and while 
we were walking in the fight of the courtiers, 
who refpe&fully kaat their diftance, c Do you 
fee/ faid he, f among yond crowd, which fo often 
furrounds and importunes me, a man of a pale 
and dry afpeft ? That man, when I am pre* 
fent, loads me with flattery, but in my abfence 
indulges himfelf in the moil abufive language 
towards me. What punilhment fliall I inflidt 
on him ?*■ I anfwered thus : ' At Athens I 
once prefided at the trial of a caufe between 
^wo individuals, one of whorp began by in- 
forming me that his adverfary endeavoured to 
injure me on all occafions, and fpake of me in 
very difrefpeftful terms. « Well, ipy friend," 
anfwered I (harply, *< tell me the wrongs you 
have yourfelf received, for the Aiit is not 
*p}n<? but yours/'' A great prince publifhcd an 
P 3 cdift, 
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edift, fcvcrcly prohibiting the judges from 
punifhing any of his fubjedts for abufivc lan- 
guage dire&ed only againft their fovereign i 
« for," faid he, * c if it be uttered thoughtlcfsly, 
it is not worthy of attention ; if through folly, 
it deferves our pity - $ if purpofely to offend ancj 
give us pain, we ought to pardon it." Thefe 
examples made an impreflion on the young 
prince, and he promifed to rife above the idea 
of revenge. 

" When he parted from me, he preffed me to. 
accept a purfe of gold to fupply me with the 
articles I might want in mv new refidjencej 
€ for,' faid he, € it is indecorous and fhameful 
that a man like you fhould live in the midft of 
difficulties, and fo near the confines of indi- 
gence.' — € Do you think me/ faid I, '■ a lefs. 
rational being than yond labourer in your garden^ 
who, while he works, trills out fo gaily his ; 
fimple fong ?'— c Who/ replied he, c would for 
a moment compare you together ? , -- c That 
man/ faid I, c lives on much lefs than I do, 
yet appears perfe&ly contented and happy; an4 
what benefit fhould I derive from that gold 
* which I do not want, and of which I fhould 
make no ufi^? Our happinefs only requires the 
poffeiTion,of whatilrsjf cc ff ar y > an d to wifh for 
ibperfluities bqt banifh<pi and deftjoys it/ ; . 



IN GREECE ANP AS J A* 1 99 

" The prince now ordered me to be conduct- 
ed to the cottage he had procured for me, which 
I fpund fo plcafant, that I immediately removed 
thither wich my family and houfchold gods. 

" From time to rime I repeated my vifits to 
Cyrus, whofe amiable qualities continually in* 
created my attachment and regard. He con- 
futed me freely, and 1 returned his confidence 
with the wifeft counfels my abilities and experi- 
ence could fuggeft. At length he took a very 
ingenious mode of ferving me without my know- 
ledge, or a poffibility of refu&l. The pj-incc 
one day afked me how I liked my habitation > to 
i/Wiich I replied that I was extremely happy $ 
and added, that my garden wquW be an elyfium 
were there but a fmall room in the'middle of my 
laurel-grove ; for this ftudy, where we are now 
fitting, did not then exift. c Put I wait/ con- 
tinued I ? * till I have conquered Afia at the head 
of my countrymen, before I attempt fo great an 
undertaking, # ^- f To execute that projeft,' re- 
turned he, € you intend to wait, no doubt, till I 
axp dead ?' Thus our converfation ended, and 
feemed to be entirely forgotten^ when the de- 
pade after, the prince fent a meflage, requefling 
me to come to his palace very early in the 
'morning, and under various pretext* detained 
me the whole day. Among other obje&s 
P 4 he 
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he (hewed mehiscorrefpondence with the Spar* 
tan general Lyfander, and thus kept me to 
dinner, to which he had the delicacy only to 
admit two of his moft intimate friends and 
counfellors, who were men of intelligence, and 
advancing into years. Our cpnverfation was 
ferious and interefliingj for the mind of the 
prince was aftive and co'mprehenfive, and readily 
embraced every fubjeft. We fpoke of old ag?, 
which I endeavoured to prove has its charms, 
and affords much true happinefs. c The young/ 
faid I, f no doubt believe themfelves happier 
than the old, becaufe in youth we are furroundejl 
with pleafures which copftantly folicit us to en- 
joyment : but if the old do not regret theft grati- . 
Stations, if newpurfuits fucceed to thofe which 
have vanifhed from their view, what have they 
loft ? Strength and a&iyity, which are the pe- 
culiar privileges of youth, are pofieffed in a 
greater degree by the ftag and the bull : but are 
we therefore lefs happy than thofe animals ? The 
greateft affli&ion of fome old people is the folitude 
in which they live, and the want of objefts to 
vary the tedious monotony of life. But the man 
who has cultivated his talents from his infancy, 
and;acquired a habit of induftry and of virtue, 
will in the autumn of life reap all the fruit pro- 
duced by the labours of the fpring. He ftilj 

employe 
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employs his mind, and ftill derives enjoyment 
from its a&ivity, Plato died when eighty-one 
years old, with his pen, as it were, in his hand ; 
ftill purfuing the ratiocinations „of philofophy, 
and ftill tafting the fweets of intclle&ual happi- 
neis. Ifocrates, when ninety-four years of age, 
began a panegyric called Panathenaicus, which 
hefinifhed at ninety-feven, and which is hisbeft 
work ; and his matter, Gorgias, continued to 
write till his hundred-and-feventh year, when 
being afked whether he was not tired of fo long 
a life, he anfwered, " I have no reafon to com- 
plain of old age."-— c You almoft make me wilh/ 
(aid Cyrus, laughing, ' to grow old as fail as 
poffible.' — c I wifli you/ faid I, € the longevity 
of Arganthonius, king of the Tarteflians, who 
reigned eighty years in the neighbourhood of 
Gades. When he was dying, at a hundred and 
twenty years of age, he faid, " My life has 
been but a dream. Whatever ends is (hort'V* * 

* In the fourteenth century Ludovico'Monadelfeo, a native 
<of Orvieto, wrote memoirs when a hundred and fifteen years 
old. Thomas Parr, an Englilhman, was a ftill more extra- 
ordinary inftance of longevity. He was born in 1483, and 
died at the age of 6ne hundred and fifty- two in the year 1635. 
He lived under ten different kings, and confefifed that whea 
an hundred years old he had been fentenced to a public pe- 
nance, in confequence of betog convicted of incontinence 
with a young girl, by vvhonvbe'nad a child. This old man 
Joft his fight fixteen years •birfbrfrhis death. •* • 

* "After 
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w After dinner the young prince related to me 
the hiftory of the taking of Babylon by Cyrus th$ 
Great^ 

cc « That celebrated hero/ faid he, c perceiv- 
ing the immenfe thicknefs of the walls, and the 
great breadth of the river, which, within the city* 
is two ftadia broad, began to be uncafy at the 
raflinefs of his enterprife, efpecially as the Baby* 
lonians had been amaffing provilions during 
thirty years. His genius, however, which was 
equal to his courage, fuggefted to him a happy 
expedient. He blockaded the city, ordered a 
deep trench tg> bfc dug round it, from which the 
earth was thrown up againft the ramparts, and 
upon this mound towers were built, which only 
excited the derifion of the citizens. Cyrus* 
carelefs of their laughter, waited till a fit oppor- 
tunity for revenge. Having learnt that a 
fojemn feftival approached, when it was cut* 
tomary to pafs the night in revelry and plcafure, 
on that day, at fun-fet, he caufed fofies to be cut 
from the trench to the river, when fuddenly the 
water rufhing in, left the main bed eafily ford- 
able. Thus Cyrus, having tried its depth, 
marched into the city at the head of his troops, 
Vhile the noife and tumult arifing from the uni- 
verfal fcftivity and mirth of the inhabitants pre- 
vented them from perceiving the approach of 
4 the 
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the enemy. He advanced dire&ly to the palace 
of the king Belfhazzar, who received him with 
his cimeter in his hand, but was killed at the 
head of his guards. Cyrus, now mafter of the 
palace, publiflied a proclamation forbidding the 
inhabitants to come out of their houfes, under 
pain of being immediately put to the fword, and 
the extent of that city is fe immeafe, that thofe 
who lived at the extremities, were taken, while 
thofe near the centre were ignoranfpf their fate. 
No fooner, therefore, did day appear, than they 
all furrendercd at difcretion. 

« ( 1 have vifitcd the tomb of that hereof 
continued the prince, € and have dropped upon 
it the tear of fenfibility and of envy. The tro- 
phies of your countryman Miltiades difturbed the 
repofe of Themlftocles ; and thus the glory of 
Cyrus the Great agitated my mind, and made 
me blulb at my obfeurity/ — c Ah, youqg 
man !' exclaimed I, c what a delufive phantom 
is glory ! Like the light of day, it is a greater 
bleffing to thofe whofe path it brightens than to 
thofe whom it renders vifible. Liften to whathap- 
penedto myfel'f. I was chofen by all the Greeks 
to apportion a general tax on all the cities 
throughout that country — a moft flattering truft, 
and of which I acquitted myfelf to their univer- 
sal fatisfa&ion, On my return to Athens, 

which 
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which I imagined to be wholly occupied in talk- 
ing both of me and the office I had filled, I 
found at Alcma, a town of Attica, fome of my 
townfmen, who were men of confideration, and 
had retired thither to take the amufements of 
the country. Here I was much furprifed at one 
of them alking me the news from Athens; ancj 
anfwered, that I had been.abfent fome time, 
having lately fulfilled .an important million. 
< c O yes," crted he, « you are come from Lace- 
daemon !"— ." By no means/' anfwered another 
quickly : cf do you not know that he is juft re- 
tiirned from the court of Perfia, where he has 
been fent as an ambafiador ?" I confefs my 
felf-love was wounded at the ignorance of thefc 
people. However, I laughed at the circuxn- 
ftance, and perceived the vanity of purfuing 
fame and glory.— But pray inform me, where is 
the tomb of Cyrus ?'— c At Pafargada/ faid the 
prince, € where he is covered with riches, and 
depofited in a coffin of mafly gold. His fon 
Cambyfes confided this tomb to certain magi, 
who retained the truft under his fucceflbrs. 
Every month they facrifice a horfe to his me- 
mory, and this is the epitaph on his tomb : / 
am Cyrus the fon of Cambyfes, founder of the Perfian 
empire, and mafter of Afta* Envy me not this 
tmh where my bones repofo.* 

"The 
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" The young prince now explained to me the 
taufe of the licentioufnefs and effeminacy of the 
Lydians. € When the great Cyrus/ faid he, 
* deftroyed the kingdom of Croefus, he left a 
garrifon at Sardis. During his abfence the 
Lydians revolted ; upon which, the king, en- 
raged at their infidelity, refolved to exterminate 
them. Croefus faid to him, " Punifli the leaders 
of the revolt: but as for the people, it is 
enough to deprive them of the power of future 
infurre&ions. Forbid them the ufe of arms, 
order them to wear bulkins and rich drefles with- 
out girdles, and to teach their children to play on 
mufical inftruments. In Ihort, caufe them to pafs 
their time in every fpecies of debauchery, and 
you will foon fee the men metamorphofed into 
women, and neither you nor your defcendants 
will have reafon to apprehend any future re- 
volts." The conqueror adopted his advice, 
and from that time the Lydians were more no- 
torious for their effeminacy and voluptuoufnefe 
than they ever had been for their warlike cou- 
rage and vi&orious achievements/ 

« c The advice of Croefus/ faid I, c was 
rather fpecious than juft or folid. When The- 
ttiiftocles declared to the Athenians that he had 
formed a projeft of great utility, and of fuch high 
importance that it was neceflary to keep it an 

inviolable 



100 ?H£ TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 

• 

inviolable fecrct, that people ordered him W 
communicate it to me. Themiftocles obeyed, 
and informed me his plan was to furprife and 
burn all the veffels of the GreeTcs, with whom we 
were at peace, and thereby to render ourfelves 
matters of the whole country. I made no reply 
to Themiftocles, but returning to the aflcmWy, 
laid, "O Athenians! the plan which Themif- 
tocles has confided to me is the moll advan- 
tageous that could have been fuggefted, but it 
is alfo the mod unjuft." Upon this the Athe- 
nians immediately negatived the propofal. 
Cyrus would have appeared much greater, had 
he imitated the moderation and the juftice of the 
Athenians, The ftrongeft ramparts, the mofl: 
folid foundations of empires, are the virtues of 
the people.* 

" Thus Cyrus detained me till night, and at? 
my return home my children talked of nothing 
but the length of my abfence. The next morning 
I arofe earlier than ufual, to compenfate for my 
iha&ivity on the preceding day, and immedi- 
ately hurried to my garden, where, to my great 
aftoniftiment, 1 beheld a new building on a (pot 
where nothing before exifted but a grove of 
laurels. Full of amazement at the fight, I ap- 
proached and touched it j for I fcarcely dared to 
believe my eyes. On entering it, I found a 

room 
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room neatly decorated and arranged, and which 
fecmed to have fprung from the earth in a fingle 
day. I alfo faw there two pi&ures, one of which 
was the portrait of Themiftocles, and the other 
my own. c What a jwondrous enchantment!' 
fcxelaimed I. c Surely it mod have fallen from 
the clouds V My children, who accompanied 
ine, though yet very young, feemed to enjoy 
toy iiirprife; and at length when I queftioncd 
Athenais, Die burft into a hearty laugh, and pre- 
fently explained the enigma by telling me that 
while I was at the palace of Cyrus, an hundred 
workmen had been bufily employed in ere&ing 
this little building. It was now entirely out of 
my power to refufe this favour, or fend back his 
prefent to the young fatrap, who fome time -after 
conferred on me a benefit that was ftill dearer to 
toy heart, and which was ftill more worthy of hrs 
greatnefsand magnanimity. 

cf I had related to him my adventures at 
Smyrna, the kindnefs and humanity of the 
fifherman, and his friend who brought me pro- 
vifions to the cavern; and added, that the 
only period of my life when I wifhed for wealth 
was at parting from thefe worthy people, whofe 
beneficence and generofity I was unable to re- 
quite. On this occafion the generous young 
prince afted with the fame munificence as in 

regard 
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regard to the little building, by giving fccret'or* 
ders for a fum of money to .be paid in my name! 
to my hoft and his friend at Smyrna. Of this* 
however, I was perfe&ly ignorant, tilt one day 
they both entered my cottage, together with the 
wife of the former, when they immediate!/ 
broke out into the ftrongeft expreflions of gra* 
titude, and overwhelmed me with thanks for 
my liberality. c My dear friends/ faid I, < all 
the obligation is on my part, though 1 am fo 
unfortunate as never to have been able to com* 
penfate your favours/ They replied that die 
fum I had fent them was too great, and that I 
had made them quite rich. c What fum !' cried 
I with aftonifhment ; ( what money arc you 
talking of ?'— c The money/ faid they, c which 
you fent us/ Every word they uttered in- 
creafed my amazement, till, in confequence of 
numerous inquiries, I began to fufpedt, this alfo 
was a contrivance of Cyrus s upon which 1 im- 
mediately wrote to him that he had loaded me 
with a burthen I could not bear; that three 
citizens of Smyrna had come to devour my pro- 
vifions, under pretext of expreffing their grati- 
tude for a fervice which I had not rendered 
them ; that I had neither wine nor meat to give 
them ; and that fince he had been the caufe of 
their journey, it was but fair he fhould bear the 

expenfes 



*\ 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. ' 209' 

expenfes of it, I therefore requefted him to fend 
me fome flaggons of wine to entertain thefe 
worthy vifitors. He anfwered, that he would 
willingly bear the tax I had laid on him, and 
fhould be glad it were frequently repeated. Thus 
I kept thefe good people a whole decade, during 
which I entertained them tothebeftofmy power, 
and the prince himfelf faw them, and paid them 
magnificently for the expenfes of their journey. 
I confefs this kind adtion of Cyrus, and the power 
of making thefe dear friends and bencfaftors 
happy, formed one of the incidents of my life 
which gives me the moft heartfelt fatisfa£tion, s 
and awakens the moft pleafing recollections. 

"Alas! I only enjoyed, during thr£e fhort 
years, the pleafure of having for my neighbour 
this amiable fatrap, who ufed to call me father, 
and treated, me with filial affe&ion and refpeft. 
Darius being fuddenly taken ill, his wife Pary- 
fatis, mother of Cyrus, and who preferred him 
to her eldeft fon Artaxerxes, recalled him to the 
court, hoping to prevail on his father to name 
him his heir. This defign, however, mif- 
carried. 

" The departure of Cyrus gave me the deepeft 
concern i 1 for it is difficult to find, either in a 
prince or any other man, a combination of more 
amiable and fhining virtues. Generous without 

vol, iji, p profufion, 
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profufion, his liberality was guided by judgment; 
and he was beneficent, not from oftentation but 
from pure humanity. He was full of the fire of 
genius, yet employed his a&ive mind with the ut- 
moft facility and fuccefs on all the intricacies of 
public affairs. He poffeflcd the moft undaunted 
courage, was unifojmly faithful to his promife, 
never violated a confidence, and enhanced the 
charms of all thefe perfections by the animated 
gaiety and brilliancy of talent he difplayed in 
conyerfation. One fault alone eclipfed his un- 
paralleled moral excellence : I mean, his inordi- 
nate ambition, which carried him away with too 
unreft rained an ardour in the purfuit of military 
glory *• His air and appearance marked him 
for a hero; yet the roildnefs and vivacity of his 
countenance rendered even his pride amiable 
and pleafing, by tempering it with dignity ; and 
I (till daily regret his lofs. At his departure he 
ccjmmunicated, with my content, the fecret of 
my birth and condition to his fucceflbr Pharna- 
bazus, to whofe favour he ftrongly recommend- 
ed me, and who has conftantly prote&ed my 
retirement, and treated me with the moft dif- 
tinguifhed attention. My life now pafles in 

\* He took op arms againft his brother Artaxerxes, by 
be was killed in an ccgigemcoc 

happy 
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happy obfcurity in this peaceful retreat, fo con* 
genial to my old age > and I move on towards 
the grave like a flow and gentle river, flowing 
towards the ocean, and mingling its waters in the 
great abyfi." 



*a 
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CHAP. CI. 

Pbanor's paffion.— Conversation relative to Sparta 
and its government. 

Tn the meanwhile the tender-hearted Phanor 
• became more and more a prey to love, and 
his health feemed daily to decline ; for he could 
liot bear the coldnefs and. indifference of Athe- 
pai's. He faid to me one day, cc I am refolved 
to punifh her, by pretending to be partial to her 
fitter j for perhaps jealoufy— — "-— " Take 
care," faid Is " that may be an excellent plan 
with women of ordinary minds, . who are rather 
influenced by vanity than love : but Atbenais^ 
inftead of feeling wounded at the change, would 
behold it with difdain. You would lofe her 
efteem> and with that would forfeit her affe&ions. 
*Tis not to her fclf-love you ihould appeal: 
you muft awaken her fenfibility. " — " If I 
thought (he loved me," anfwered he, c * were I 
but confident fhe would accept my hand, I would 
not for a moment hefitate to offer it : but I fear 
arcfufal, and dread theaufterity of Ariftides."— •■ 
e< Would you wifh me," faid I, " to take any 
■<•:'"■ ftep* 
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ilcps in this affair, and found the parties for 
you ?"— No," replied he. " Much as I long 
to tafte the fruit, 1 perceive it is yet far froth 
ripe. If I (hould be refufcd, I muft inftantly 
depart from this happy % (pot, and (hould die in 
defpair." 

I now perceived that the Verfatile heart and 
tender fenfibility of Phahor had found in the 
amiable and accomplifhed Athenais an objedt 
that had put a period to his inconftancy, and 
tempered his impetuous paffion with a delicate 
and tender attachment— that happieft offspring 
of virtue, when combined with the charms of 
elegance and beauty. 

Yet notwithftanding the cold and referved 
manner of Athenais, I fufpe&ed her of a fecret 
partiality for Phanor. She (poke but Kttle to 
him, though (he frequently addrefied her con- 
vention to me 5 joked with me, call frequent 
glances towards me, and aimoft courted me; 
This made my friend jealous. " Poor fellow !" 
faid I ; cf do you not perceive that thefe atten- 
tions and endearments are ultimately direfted to' 
you ? I am but as a fecondary planet, from 
whom you receive the reflected rays of the fun/' 
— " She treated me," faid he* " with more 
kindnefs and familiarity on our firft arrival. She 
had then a lovely fmile upon her lips : but now (he 
p 3 fcarcely 
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fiercely deigns to look at me." — " It is very 
cafy," faid I, " toguefs the caufe of this change. 
At firft (he thought you agreeable and pkafmg, 
liftened to you, and indulged the playfulnefr of 
her difpofition as with a man towards whom (he 
neither felt paffion nor alarm: but fince (he 
perceived your attachment, and began to 
refleft, bafhfulnefs, and referve have taken 
poffeffion of her mind, and cauied her to affumc 
a more ferious and diftant manner. The moft 
gentle and timid young maiden may play with a 
fparrow: but the fmalleft taffels, notwith- 
ftandingthe beauty of its plumage, aftonifhesand 
alarms her. I am the fparrow, and you the 
taffel." 

A trifling incident which happened at table 
gave me a (till farther infight into the feelings of 
Athenais. Ariftides happening to aflc her for 
cooler water, Phanor ftarted up to fave her 
the trouble of drawing it. This he did fo awk- 
wardly that his foot caught againft the table, and 
as he fell, almoft pulled it down. Athe- 
ne's fcreamed and turned pale, and Phaloe im- 
mediately burft into a laugh : but Ariftides, per- 
ceiving that Phanor was not hurt, faid to Athe- 
nais fmiling, u After having experienced, like 
Ulyfies, fo many difficulties and dangers both 
by land and fea, I thought you had been more 

courageous ! 
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courageous ! Thus it is that Fortune Ipotts 
With us weak mortals ! At a time when we are 
enjoying the moft perfeft fecurity Phanor falls, 
and the table is almoft overturned. As unexpect- 
edly are cities and empires fubvcrtcd, and preci- 
pita ted at once from the higheft pinacle of glory 
to the loweft abyfs of mifery, A day will come 
when the proud and magnificent edifices of Per* 
fcpolis, of Sparta, and of Athens fhall be fwept 
away, and nothing but ruins and briars oc- 
cupy the ground. Who knows what nation 
fhall trample upon our allies ?" During this 
ipeech a lively fuffufion tinged the lovely fea- 
tures of Athenais, who attempting to be 
playful, faid that the fall of Phanor was a 
good omen, and afforded a prefage that the 
Greeks would one day become mailers of 
AGa. 

Preferttly after Ariftides faid to Phanor, 
cc To compenfate us for the alarm you have oc- 
cafioned, you mud tell us fome anecdote of 
Sparta, and communicate the obfervations you 
may have made on its government j for doubt- 
lefs you do not travel merely through idle curi- 
ofity or a love of change." Upon this, Phanor, 
who was defirous of impreffing Ariftides as well 
as Athenais with a favourable idea of his khow- 

p 4 kd g c 
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ledge and talents, colleftcd all the ftrtngth of 
bis mind, and fpoke as follows : 

" One of the circumftances that (track me 
mod forcibly at Sparta was the fortitude and 
equanimity of the inhabitants under adverfity. 
During a great feftival which they were en- 
gaged in celebrating, and at which die con- 
courfe of ftrangers was very great, it happened 
that while we were at the theatre, beholding 
bands of young men and young women wreft- 
ling naked, couriers fuddenly arrived from the 
army, announcing a defeat of the troops, and the 
death of the general. Though the Ephori, who 
received this dreadful news, were deeply affii&ed 
at fo great a calamity, yet with an air of tran- 
quillity they ordered the diverfions to be conti- 
nued. They then fent the names of the dead to 
their parents, and remained at the theatre, in 
order that the games and dances might go 
on. 

" The next day the relations of the dead, with 
countenances full of joy and magnanimity, fa- 
inted and embraced each other with exultation 
in the flrects and in the public fquarc j while thofc> 
whole children had furvived, (hut themfclves up 
in their houies as if mourning their lofs ; or, if 
their affairs obliged them to go out, walked with 
■ downcaft 
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downcaft eye, and an air of forrow and deje&ion. 
This expreffion of grief was ftill more ftriking in 
the wonien. Thofe who expe&ed the return of 
their children were filent and melancholy, while 
thofe whofe fons had died in battle ran to the 
temples in tranfports of joy to thank the gods, 
and vifited and congratulated each other."— 
" This firmnefs and equanimity in adverfity," 
faid Ariftides, " does great honour to thofe 
proud republicans. That city of Sparta alarms 
me for the fafety of my native country and of 
all Greece, to whofe happinefs and profperity 
I fepr their great ambition and bravery will one 
day prove fatal'. But with regard to their 
courage, I can relate to you an anecdote of the 
wife and brave Xenophon, that celebrated dis- 
ciple of Socrates. It happened that he was in-, 
formed of the death of his fon, who had been 
killed in battle, while he was engaged in per- 
forming a folemn facrifice. Upon hearing 
this news, he took off his crown without the 
leaft emotion or interruption to the ceremony,, 
and afked in what manner his fon had died. 
c Fighting/ faid the meffenger ; upon which he 
immediately refumed his crown, and called the 
gods to witnefs that he felt more joy at the vir- 
tue and bravery of his fon, than grief for his 

lofs. 
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krfs,— But defcribc to me the government of 
Sparta."— Ci In that city," faid Phanor, " the 
throne is filled by two kings, of different families 
who have a power of making war where they 
pleafe, command the armies, and when in the 
field have a guard of two hundred choien- 
men. The ficin and back of all animals offered; 
in facrifice belong to them j they have in all 
places a precedence, at feftivals a double (hare 
of food * and when they are not prefent at the 
public meals, a certain quantity of barley and" 
Wine is fent to their houfes. They have the in*. 
ipeftion of the public roads, and no one can 
adopt a child but in their prefertce. In all pub- 
lic affairs they have two votes, but can neither 
give orders nor enaft a decree without the con- 
currence of the fenate. 

fC That body confifts of twenty- eight old men, 
Who muft be fixty years of age at the time of 
their election, and enjoy their feat for life* 
They are chofen by the people in a very Angular 
manner. The candidates draw lots to deter- 
mine in what order they are to march acrofs the 
public fquare, where the people hold their af- 
fcmblies. Here they walk flowly on in perfeft 
filence, while the people exprefs their ap- 
probation by their plaudits. At the fame time 

font? 
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feme deputies are concealed in a neighbouring 
houfe, where they cannot fee the candidates, 
but write upon tablets which of the acclama- 
tions is mod animated, or continues the longed * 
and by their report the choice of the people is 
confirmed/'— cc It would be very difficult," faid 
Ariftides, €( for any fraud to be pra&ifedin this 
mode of ele&ion, although the people may cer- 
tainly be prejudiced or mi (led, as I have often 
feen them at Athens. — But proceed with your 



narrative." 



<c The fuccefsful candidate/' continued Pha- 
nor, " wears a chaplet of flowers, and goes to 
all the temples to thank the gods, attended by a 
great number of young people, who extol and 
celebrate his virtues ; and of young women, 
who fing vtrfes in his praife. After this he 
vifits each of his relations, who prepare colla- 
tions for him j faying, when he comes in, c The 
city honours you with this banquet/ Having 
made thefe vifits, he goes to fup, as ufual, with, 
his daily companions, where a double portion is 
given him, one of which he keeps. At the con- 
clufion of the fupper all his female relations at- 
tend at the door of the hall, when calling in her 
whom he mod efteems, he gives her his fecond 
portion, faying, c This has been given me as 
the price of virtue, and as fuch I give it you/ 

This 
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This woman, thus diftinguiftied, returns homtf, 
accompanied by all her relations -, while the new 
fenator leaves the hall efcorted by all the 
men." 

" Tell me/' faid Ariftides, " what are the 
functions of theEphori."— « The Ephori,"faid 
Phanor, " are five in number, and are chofen 
From all the claffes of citizens. The firft of them 
is ftyled Eponymus, for the fame reafon as at 
Athens the chief Archon is fo called, viz. that the 
year is diftinguifhed by his name. They a£t as the 
reprefentatives of the people, who have increafed 
their authority at the expence of the kings and 
fenators. They alone are permitted to keep their 
feats in the prefence of the kings,whom they have 
the privilege of fummoning ; and on the third re- 
petition of their orders the kings are obliged to 
appear. They have alfo the power of commit- 
ting them to prifon. 

" The citizens attend a monthly affembly, at 
which are difcufled all affairs of importance, and 
where every one who is thirty years of age, 
and whofe life is irreproachable, is permitted to 
vote."— " This innovation of the Ephori," faid 
Ariftides, " will fooner or later overturn the 
conftitution of Lycurgus. The kings now en- 
joy only the fhadow of their ancient office, and 
the fenators tremble before thefe new magif- 

trates. 
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Crates. The people imagined that, by fetting 
up an unlimited authority in oppofition to the 
kijigs and die tw.enty- eight fenators, they Ihould 
extend and fecure their liberties ; whereas in 
fact they are only more enflaved and fubjeft to 
arbitrary caprice. Another caufe, however, 
wjll ftill more accelerate the fall of that proud 
republic: I mean their diflblute manners. I 
remember that in the firft Meffenian war, when 
the Lacedaemonian army were abfent during 
ten years, befieging Ithome, moft of their young 
women became motherswittldtitthe ceremony of 
marriage. TIius arofe a new generation of citi- 
zens in the republic, who were ftrangers to their 
own fathers, and called Parthenii, or fons of the 
virgins ; for it is faid the beft-made and moft 
robuft of the youths, who having come to man's 
eftate duririg the progrefs of the war, were not 
bound by the oath of their brothers in arms 
(that they would not return till the Meffenians 
were finally fubdued), were fent from the army 
to repair the deftrufltion of their race caufed by 
the war. The ftate, however, never acknow- 
ledged the offspring of this promifcuous inter- 
courfe, and they were ultimately obliged to emi- 
grate to Italy, where they founded the colony 
p{ Tarentum." On my afiring Ariftides whether 

he 
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he preferred the government of Athens, he re- 
plied, " Ifhould prefer it, if the people had lefi 
power and authority. That city will one day 
fall, through the licentioufnefs of its popular 
aflemblics. The Athenians have, however, 
three highly praife-worthy inftitutions. They 
pronounce an annual eulogy on the citizens who 
fall in battle, fupport all the aged at the public 
expence, and provide for all orphans till they 
arrive at puberty, when they are prefented with 
a complete fuit of armour, and are allowed to 
choofe their profpffion: but the republic of 
Sparta is founded on the favage ferocity and the 
difgufting, unfocial pride of its inhabitants. 
There the ufeful arts, the irradiations of philo- 
fophy, and all the fweet and fafcinating Man* 
difhments of polifhed life, are baniftied and de- 
fpifed ; and the life of every Spartan is that of 
a military adventurer, hating and contemning 
every other nation. The Athenians, on the 
contrary, though poffefling equal bravery, do 
not make war their fole profeffion. They cul- 
tivate eloquence, poetry, fcience, and every 
beneficial art. Their city is a fcene of fcftivity, 
urbanity, and pleafure, and the inhabitants are 
remarkably hofpitable and friendly to ftrangers. 
—But let us make libations to Minerva, who 

is 
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is the tutelar goddefe of our native city." Thus 
faying, he took a morfel of meat which he had 
refcrved for the purpofe, burnt it in honour 
of the goddefs, and made the cuftomary liba- 
tion*, after which we feparated for the night. 
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CHAP. CII. 

Pbanor in defpair.—Converfation of Anterior with 
Athenais.— An explanation. 

In this charming retreat our days glided away 
with the rapidity of the palling moment. I 
was anxious, however, to return to Athens, for 
I panted once more to prefs my dear Lafthenia 
to my bofom : but Phanor could not bear the 
idea of leaving his beloved Athenais. To part 
from her was an exertion which feemed to him 
utterly impoffible ; and death would have been 
a lefs cruel privation. Never had I feen him 
tormented by fo irrefiftible a paffion ; and fleep 
and repofe had entirely forfaken his pillow. 
Yet he was far from complaining of Athenais. 
On the contrary, he exprefled a lively gratitude 
for her kindnefs and attentions: but he could 
not believe fhe loved him, and that thought 
overwhelmed him with defpair. One day, after 
fecking him for fome time, I found him on the 
banks of the Pa<5tolus, wildly gazing around, 
and his countenance full of dejedtion and 
horror. " What, 15 cried I, " my friend, has 

brought 
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brought you hither ? What objeft arc you 
purfuing ?" — cc Death/' he replied. — " And why 
this dreadful refolution ?" faid I.— " I am the 
iftoft wretched of mankind ["exclaimed he. "She 
hates me !"— " And how do you know it ?" re- 
turned I. — " I prefented her a letter/' faid Pha- 
nor, " which fhe refufed with the cruelleft fe ve- 
rity. Frantic with defpair 1 hurried hither, un- 
confeious what I did or why I came ; and had 
you not furprifed me, perhaps I had, ere now, 
been relieved from all my miferies." — " My 
dear friend/' faid I, " you excite my pity. 
What a weaknefs ! Shall every trifling obftacle 
difarm you of your fortitude ? Are you unable 
to wait for that aufpicious moment when a 
young, bafhful, and modeft virgin, who per- 
haps is but trying- the ftrength of your attach- 
ment, may fuffer hers to declare itfelf ? Do 
you remember that you were about to take the 
Leucacfian leap, and die for the coquette The- 
ano ? Do you repent, then, of having renounced 
that mad defign ?"— « Well/' faid Phanor, " let 
me hear what you would have me do. Ho>w am 
I to aft?"—" Learn/' faid I, "to fuffer, and 
arm yourfelf with fortitude and patience. In the 
meanwhile give me your letter, and I will en- 
deavourto procure it a reading." — "Should you 
fucceed in that/' replied he, " you will reftore 
vol. in. q. me 
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me to happincfs and to life." This ray of hope 
difperfed the gloom that overwhelmed the mind 
of my friend. 

Next morning when we came down into the 
garden, where we found the two fitters, Phaloe 
was aftonifhed at the palenefs and deje&ed air of 
Phanor, and afked him whether he was ill. 
" Yes/'anfwered I, looking archly at Athenais, 
" he haspafied a dreadful night. The air of this 
country is very prejudicial to him." — cc O," 
cried Phaloe, " I know his diforder : he is in 
love with my filler, who does not return his 
paflion : though indeed, perhaps, fhe may ; 
for I know nothing of her.affairs, Ihe is fo re- 
ferved and fecret. ,> This exclamation covered 
Athenais with blufhes , and fhe, my friend, and 
myfelf were equally embarnjfied. Fortunately 
Phalce left us, and I made a fign to Phanor to 
do the Jame. Being now alone with Athenais, 
I faid to her, " You heard the remark -of your 
fitter ?"— " O," cried Athenais, " (he is a 
foolifh girl 3 and talks nonfenfe." — " No/* re- 
turned I, " her opinion is juft> and (hews 
her penetration. It is certainly true that Pha- 
nor has conceived a violent but unhappy 
paflion -, and when on the verge of dtfpair he 
wrote you a letter, which you refufed. This 
has difturbed his reafon. His imagination has 

prefented 
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prefented to him the moft hopelefs profpe£t ; 
and I found him on the banks of the Padtolus 
on the point of plunging into the ftream. O pity 
his diftrefs, and fave him from defpair I" Du- 
ring this fpeech Athenais call her eyes upon the 
ground, was filent and attentive, and feemed 
loft in thought. As this appeared a favour- 
able moment, " Permit me," faid I, " to read 
you this fatal letter;" and immediately, without 
waiting for her anfwer, began to read as fol- 
lows : 

c My too cruel friend would tear me from 
this happy fpot. This is at once to rob me of 
life itfelf. I can neither refolve to live nor to 
die. The burden of exiftence overwhelms me, 
and the idea of never feeing you more, of leav- 
ing you for ever, renders even that of death in- 
supportable.'—" You fee/' continued I, " his 
fituation : is it not cruel and pitiable ?" — <c I 
fee," replied (he, cc that he knows not how to 
put a reftraint on his paflions, that he has no 
felf-command ; and that inftcad of liftening to 

the dictates ofreafon " — " Reafon," faid I, 

cc lovely Athenais, will only fleer the fliip when 
the weather is ferene. — But I proceed with the 
letter. "* 

c An irrefiftible paffion detains me here, and 

binds me in fetters of iron. This houfe will 

0.2 ' become 
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become my tomb, or the temple of my fupreme 
felicity ! My very exiftence depends on you. 
I offer you my hand, my life, my whole being, 
even the univerfe itfelf, did I but poflefs it. 
My hand trembles, my ideas are confufed j a 
thick cloud obfeures my fight. I cannot pro- 
ceed ' 

" I am really alarmed for him," faid I. " This 
violent agitation of mind muflfurely excite fome 
intereft in your bofom !"— cc He is really to be 
pitied," anfwered (he. " But go on." 

1 I am fomewhat recovered, but my foul 
ieems to be taking its departure ; an impetuous 
and re.fiftlefs flame is preying upon my life. If 
I die, oh drop a tear upon my aflies ! May you 
long enjoy life and happinefs.' — I now call my 
eyes again upon Athenai's, and perceived a deep 
figh efcape her ; while a fweet look of pity, a 
modeft and tender embarrafiment, gave the moft 
interefting fofenefs to her features. After a 
Ihort filence, I faid, " Well, what anfwer (hall 
I carry to this unhappy youth ? He is expeft- 
ing his doom in the moft agonizing anxiety. 
I am really alarmed for his life, unlefs you 
cheer him with a ray of hoop." — cc Go," faid 
fhe, " and tell him that I am about to employ 
myfelf on his account, and that he will hear from 
me before the day expires." 

.9* This 
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This converfation, which I related to Phanor, 
allayed for a time the fever that confumed him, 
and he waited with fomewhat more tranquillity 
for the anfwer of Athena'is. . At length J*er fitter 
came with a requeft that I wouldf go to her. 
cc Do you know," faid I, " from what motive 
flie wiflies to fee me ?" — " No," replied Phaloe ; 
" fhe is as filent as the ftatue of Hermes in our 
garden," 

As foon as Athenais faw me, (he faid, <f I 
am about to lay before you the whole ftate of 
my mind. From the moment I beheld Pha- 
nor, I felt my heart was formed for love. At 
firft, however, I indulged, without either fear 
or refle&ion, in the pleafure of his company 
and converfation. Is it poflible to anticipate 
love with diftruft ? or can we fufpeft a ftorm, 
when the dawn of day is cloudlefs and fcrene ? 
Thus, without the leaft apprehenfion, I faw 
and liftened to Phanor ; but when, at an inte- 
refting moment, by ingenioufly pretending to 
explain the language of the birds, he difclofed 
his paflion, I opened my eyes, and perceived 
that I was enveloped with the nets of love. 
My only refuge was the counfels of my grand- 
father, whom I told of my fears, my partiality to 
Phanor, and his love for me. His anfwer was, 
' J wilh the objett of your confutation had been 
%$ Antenor, 
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Antenor, who appears more judicious and 
more folid than his friend. Phanor feems to be 
a youth of more levity and lefs fteadinefs. 
However I do not perceive in his chara£ter any 
traces of vice, or any quality that is direftly op* 
pofite to virtue. You know, my dear child, 
that I have now no objeft of purfuit but 
your happinefs. I advife you, therefore, to 
reprefs and conceal the inclination you feel for 
this young man, and I will attentively obferve 
his chara&er and difpofition ? If thefe rende/him 
worthy to be your hufband and the fon- in-law of 
Ariftides; if he be virtuous, moral, and have a. 
cultivated mind ; in fhort, if he be capable of 
making you happy, fo far from oppofing your 
mutual inclination, I will favour a union whicfy 
will afford confolation and pleafure to my de- 
clining age/—-" From that time," continued (he^ 
f c Phanor has been advancing in the opinion of 
my grandfather. You remember how he lately 
queftioned him relative to the government of 
Sparta, which he certainly knows at leaft as 
well as your friend : but he wifhed to difcover 
whether Phanor bad travelled with advantage^ 
and whether he was qualified to obferve and re- 
flect for himfelf. My grandfather was fatisfied 
with his knowledge and acquirements, and faid 
to me, € I perceive this young man has con- 

fiderable 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 23 C 

fiderable genius and acutenefs of mind, which are 
the germs of the mod brilliant talents, and in 
time will ripen into folid judgment. I would 
on no account permit you to marry an ig- 
norant fool; for no rational, well-educated 
woman can be happy with fuch a being. Not 
only would he be unable to render his own exist- 
ence interefting, but ftill lefs to embelljfli that of 
another. His wife muft neceffarily defpife him, 
and confequently can no longer tafte the delights 
of love : for marriage, without mutual affec- 
tion, is certainly a bitter draught/ Such were 
the remarks of my grandfather. I am now 
about to confult you. Doubtlefs you would not, 
to procure a tranfient pleafure for your friend, 
facrifice the child of Ariftides, who has received 
you in a friendly and hofpitable manner. I there- 
fore folemnly appeal to your veracity to declare 
the real charafter and moral condudt of your 
friend."— " I will anfwer your inquiries," faid I, 
" with all the franknefs of a man of honour : 
but I am ftrongly attached to Phanor, whofe 
friend fhip I value very highly, and hope it will 
continue as long as Iexift. Thus if you efteem 
me, you muft efteem him; for it is impoflible 
that 1 a virtuous mind, can be intimately united 
with one that is vicious. Friendfhip, you muft 
be aware, is a plant which cannot grow in any 
<L4 but 
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but a good foil. Phanor is poflefied of fenfibU 
lity, and has many virtues." I then related to 
her his conduit at Babylon towards the beauti- 
ful Ariafpe, and Ihe was delighted with the 
generofity of her lover. I added, " His 
moral principles are inflexible ; and the only 
fault that can throw a (hade over thefe happy 
qualities is a little' too much levity in love. But 
I wrong him ; for in reality, never, till now, . 
have I feen him under the influence of that 
paflion. The ephemeral inclination, the tran- 
fient defires of a moment, have perhaps too 
often beguiled his tender heart, which has mif- 
taken them for love; for as yet he had never be- 
held the obje£l deftined to awaken that noble 
paflion which arifes from a union of beauty, 
elegance, intelligence, and virtue, and which^ 
by affording him a profpeft of permanent feli- 
city, rnuft fix his inconftancy for ever."—* 
" Yes," replied Athenais, " my partiality for 
Phanor irrefiftibly compels me to think of him 
as you do. I will go and relate this converfatioij 
to my grandfather, with whom I (hall at the 
fame time plead my own caufe and that of yoiif 
friend." 

i\.s Athenais went out fhe met Phanor, who 
complained of the length of our interview : but 
fhe fcpjicd^" in a charming tone of voice, c * JL,et 

W8 
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us not be angry with thofc clouds which from 
time to time obfcure the fun -, for when they are 
difperfed, his light appears more vivid and 
more p^fing," She was no fooner gone than 
I communicated to him the refult of our 
converfation, and that his love was returned ; 
thus banifliing all his fears, and raifing him 
into an ecftafy of joy. Half an hour after Pha- 
loe came with a mefiage from her grandfather, 
defiring to fpeak with me. " Well," exclaimed 
this venerable old man, <c what would this 
youth have, with his immoderate paflion ? He 
wiflies, itfeems, to marry my grand-daughter V 9 
— " That indeed," faid I, "is the objeft of all his 
hopes. If you are offended at him, and rejeft him, 
you will throw him into defpair."*-" I fhall give 
the fame anfwer," faid Ariftides, c < as Pififtratus 
made to his family, when they urged him to 
punilh a young man who, being deeply in love 
with his daughter, had embraced her at a religious 
ceremony : * If we hate and punifh thofe who 
love us, what fhall we do to thofe who hate 
us? 1 and fo faying, he immediately named 
him his fon-in-law." — " No doubt," faid I, 
*< you mean to imitate the conduft of Pififtra- 
tus ?"—" Yes," returned he, " fined Phanor 
has gained the affe&ion of my child, I do; 
though J would rather judgment and refle&ion, 

as 
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as well as love, had decided her choice. Theft 
violent paffions burft forth independently of 
every fpecies of merit, and, like the eruptions 
of a volcano, are foon extinguifhed, . leaving 
nothing behind them but the effe&s of their 
rage and fury. But in married life, as in war, 
we muft leave fomething for the chances of for- 
tune. I will only impofe one condition on this 
union: that it (hall not take place until the ex- 
piration of fix months, during which Phanor 
(hall return to Thebes, and endeavour to render 
himfelf ufeful to his country. At his age repofe 
is injuftice, and idlenefs a vice. We all owe a 
certain tribute of induftry and exertion to our 
country, and arc accountable to it for our time 
and our talents. An egotift is at once a bad 
hufband and a bad citizen ; he is a drone amidft H 
a republic of bees. Befides, this abfence will 
give me an opportunity to try both his con- 
ftancy and that of Athenais. If, after that in- 
terval, herpaflion be confirmed, he will return, 
and we will celebrate the nuptials here s after 
which we will all fet off together for Thebes, 
where I (hall try whether the Athenians will 
permit me to end my life in my native city ; 
for I hope that, in confideration of my grey 
hairs and my pafl: fervices, they will remit the 
fine which has been fo unjuftly impofed on me." 

— c < Phanor 
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cc Phanor is rich," faid I, <c and can lend you the 
money. "— •" No," replied Ariftides, " I am too 
old to borrow, for I fhould not have time enough 
to repay. In the meanwhile feek for your friend, 
but do not inform him what has paffed ; for I 
wifti to be the firft to announce it." When I 
returned with Phanor, Ariftides, turning towards 
him, exclaimed, " So, young man, I hear you 
would take away my child! Iffo, you muft 
take me alfo, for we are infeparable. Are we 
not, Athenais ?" The countenance of Athenais 
was inftantly covered with bluflies, while her 
features expreffed a tender mixture of joy 
and fenfibility. She replied that (he would 
never forfake him. At thefe words Ariftides 
embraced her ; and taking her hand, prefented 
it to Phanor, faying, " I give you her, whom 1 
efteem the richeft of treafures : I commit her 
happinefs to your charge, and rely on your 
honour not to difappoint her hopes. The fweets 
of married and domeftic life have a charm for 
the pure and upright mind, to which vice will 
ever be a ftranger. 'Tis the firft wifh of Na- 
ture j and the fimple and heartfelt pleafures it 
confers are the chief recompenfe of virtue." 
The whole of this fcene was extremely interefting 
and affecting ; the good old man, to enliven 
jt ? faid to Phaloe, cc When we are at Athens I 

hope 
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hope my fellow- citizens will give you a dowry and 
a hufband." But Phaloe gaily replied, (he intend- 
ed to imitate her fifter, and to marry without 
the affiftance of the Athenians. 

We continued another decade at this happy, 
peaceful retreat, which was the interefting afy-> 
lum of wifdom and mediocrity. 

At length we took our departure, though not 
without (hedding many a v fympathizing tear; 
nor could I, but with the utmoft difficulty, tear 
my friend from his beloved Athenais ; for an 
abfence of fix months appeared to him an eternity 
of mifery. 



& 
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CHAP. CHI. 

The arrival of the two friends at Athens. — A 
torch-race. — Expiation of an involuntary mur- 
der. — Conclujion of the hiftory ofTheano and 
the Bapta Theon. 

a t Naxos we went on ftiore to purchafe fome 
■" of the wine produced there, which to us was 
more pleating than the ne&ar Hebe prefents to 
Jupiter. This ifland is alfo called Dionyfias, 
becaufe Bacchus, who is the chief deity of the 
place, paired his youth there ; and it is called the 
queen of the Cyclades, on account of its extent 
and great fertility. The inhabitants call them- 
tfelvcs the children of Bacchus and of Pleafure, 
and pafs their time in fcftivity and mirth *. 

A favourable wind foon brought us to the 
port of Piraeus, which is furrounded by walls 
extending to the city of Athens. They arc 
forty ftadia in length, forty cubits high, and fb 
thick, that two chariots may go abreaft upon 

* The Cyclades are a clutter of i (lands in the j&gean fea, 
or Archipelago, as it is now called. They derived this 
name from their relative fituation, lying in a circle round the 
ifland of Delos. M. de Bougainville has given the fame 
name to a duller of iflands difcovercd by him in the fonth 
fea. 

them. 
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them. We entered Athens towards fun-fet, and 
I immediately haftened to the houfe of my Laf- 
thenia, who unfortunately was gone v to her 
country refidence. Phanor conduced me to 
the houfe of Theffalus, one of his friends, and his 
confidant in his amours with Theano. Finding 
the city illuminated, we inquired the caufe of 
thefe rejoicings. Theffalus iaid it was the feaft 
called Hephaeftia*, becaufe celebrated in honour 
of Vulcan. " Let us go/* faid he, " and fee the 
torch- race. This ceremony is performed as an 
aft of gratitude to Minerva, Vulcan, and Pro- 
metheus. We thank Minerva for having given 
us oil, Vulcan for his invention of lamps, and 
Prometheus becaufe he brought . fire from 
heaven." Theffalus now conduced ,u& to the 
long ftreet leading to the Academy, where the 
whole city feemed to be collected together* 
Here feveral youths were placed at equal dis- 
tances, beginning from the altar of Prometheus, 
which (lands in the Academy -> and when the 
people gave the figna!, he who was neareft 
to the altar lighted his torch, and ran with it to 
the next, who tranfmitted it to the third, and fo 
fuccefiively the torch puffed from hand to hand. 

* From H^roj, Vulcanus. The torch-race was called Aa^t- 
vaMfc^ua or Aa^cTra&jp^a. To this race frequent allufion 
is made in claffical authors, who compare the viciflitudes of 
fucceeding generations to the delivery of the torch from hand 
to hand. T. N. 

Thofc 
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Thofe who fuffered their torch to go out quitted 
the ranks j and I faw two youths upbraided at^d 
corre&ed for running in an ungraceful manner. 
At length a youth named Gorgias was proclaim- 
ed conqueror, becaufe he did not fuffer his torch 
to go out. If all the torches are extinguiflbed, no 
one obtains the vi&ory, and the prizes are kept 
for another time*. Having returned home 
with Theflalus, as we were fitting down to 
fupper, a man with a wild and gloomy air came 
in and feated himfelf on the hearth, but without 
fpeaking, and with his eyes fixed upon the 
ground. He then took his poniard, and buried 
it in the earth. Theflalus obferving that we 
beheld him with aftonifhment, (aid, cc This 
man is one of my friends, who has doubtlefs had 
the misfortune to commit an involuntary mur- 
der, of which he is come to afk me for expia-' 
tion." So faying, he went out, and foon re- 
turned, attended by a flave with a fucking pig; 
when cutting its throat, he rubbed the hands of 

* Paufanias fays there were three young men, one of whom 
being appointed by lot to run firfl, took a lighted torch in his 
hand, and began his courfe. If the torch went out before he 
got to the end of it, he delivered it to the fecond ; and he in 
like manner to the third. The victor was called A^/x^a^opo; 
or Ilofxnipopo; ; and if any of the competitors flackened their 
courfe to avoid extinguiming the torch, the fpe&ators ftruck 
him with she palms of their hands. T. N. 

the 
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the fuppliant with its blood. He then fprinkfed 
him with luftral water, invoking Jupiter Expi- 
ator j after which he burned fome cakes, at the 
fame time pouring out water, and imploring the 
gods to appeafe the anger of the Furies, and ren- 
der Jupiter propitious. When this ceremony 
was concluded, the fuppliant withdrew; and 
Theffalus allured us this expiation entirely ex- 
onerated the murderer, whenever the crime 
was involuntary. 

During fupper Phanor inquired after the 
beautiful Theano and the fribble Theon. 
"What!" faid his friend, " do you ftill re- 
member that faithlefs coquette ?"— " Yes/' faid 
Phanor ; " though not from any attachment I 
feel for her, but from that regard which will 
ever be retained by a generous mind for the ob- 
ject of its priftine paffion. Befides," continued 
he, " I wifh to know if fhe be happy." — cc In 
that refpedt," faid Theffalus, " you are amply 
revenged of her perfidy." — cc I am forry for it," 
faid Phanor ; " for notwithftanding her treachery 
and her errors, I would willingly drew her path 
with flowers."—-" The career of happinefs," 
faid our hod, " is inacceffible to her. ' The 
principles of her education, and the frivolity of 
her manners, are to her the moft infurmount- 
able obflacles to its poffeffion. I will tell you 

the 
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the remainder of her ftory fince your de* 
parture. 

" The firft three months of her marriage af- 
forded her a more favourable profpeft. That 
Ihort period palled in the tranfports and endear-* 
ments of mutual paffion, amidft the fcenes of un- 
ceafing pleafure and feftivity. Ac length* how- 
ever, enjoyment itfelf lofes its charms, and the 
embers of palTion cool and die away. This 
young couple, whofe minds were vacant and 
deftitute of cultivation, were foon driven to 
abfurd, contemptible, and factitious pleafures. 
The fweet and temperate occupations of do- 
meftic life were ill-adapted to fill up and to en- 
liven the tedious hours of the lingering day. 
In married life fomething more is necefiary than 
mere mutual regard, to enable us to fupport the 
monotony of an unvaried fcenc, which can only 
be rendered interefting by the adlive energies of 
a noble and virtuous foul, and a mind enriched, 
adorned, and diverfified with fcienoe. 

" 1 11- humour, indifference, and perpetual 
bickerings foon intruded on the peace of this 
new couple, and Theon fought elfcwhcre thole 
amufements and diverfions of which he was de- 
prived at home. His wife, who was jealous of 
him rather from lelf-love than attachment, fa- 
tigued and tormented him with her lulpicions 

vol. m. r and 
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and reproaches!*, while the hufbaixd, who felt 
but little reftraint from the precepts of morality, 
avoided expofing himfelf to her infults, by paying 
his vows abroad, at firft in fecret, but afterwards 
with more publicity, to the fafcinacing Phryne, 
that celebrated courtezan, immortalized, not 
only by her beauty, but by the chifcl of Praxite- 
les* who has placed that mafterpiece of art in the 
temple of Apollo at Delphi. This amour loon 
came to the ears of Theano. What an indig- 
nity ! What a humiliation, for a woman fo 
proud of her extraordinary beauty ! Conftantfy 
agitated night and day with the defire of revenge 
flie panted for an opportunity to punifh and dc* 
grade her rival. The Eleufinian fcftival, with 
which you are no doubt well acquainted, was 

approaching " — " No/ 1 faid Phanor* €C have 

the goodnefs to defcribe it to us."—" Eleufis," 
faid Theflalus, " is between thirty, and forty ftadia 
from Athens, and the road to it confifts of a 
paved caufeway called the Sacred fVay y leading to 
temple of Ceres, which ftands at the foot of a 
hill. This fefiival was inftituted in honour of 
Ceres and Proferpine, becaufc the former in- 
ftrudted the Athenians in the art of cultivating 
the ear^h, as a recompenfe for their hofpitality 
when Ihe was feeking her daughter. Jt 
commences on the fifteenth of the month 

Bocdro- 
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Boedromion *, when all the cities of Greece 
fend proceffions to Eleufis, which meet at 
Athens, and it continues till the twenty-third ; 
in *iH nine days. The temple of Ceres at Eleu- 
fis is extremely magnificent, and is deemed fo 
facred, that the fkins of beads are fpread oft the 
ground that it may not be defiled by the feet of 
the profane, who are obliged to ftand on their 
left foot until they are purified. fPerfons of 
both fexes and all ages are initiated in this fo- 
lemity: nor is it indifferent whether theychoofe 
to take that ftep ; for it is confidered as a 
heinous crime to negledi it; and this was part 
of the accufation for which Socrates was con- 
demned to death. 

" In early times, however, the Athenians 
excluded all ftrangers ; that is, all who were not 
members of their own commonwealth. Hence 
when Hercules, Caftor, and Pollux defired to 
be initiated, they were firft made citizens of 

# September. ' ' ' 

f The original containing a very flight and inaccurate 

(ketch of thefe myfteries, which are in every point of view 

highly important, the tranQator has fubftituted an account of 

them, drawn from more ancient authorities. 

A very carious and interfiling diflertation on the Eleufi- 
nian and Bacchic myfteries, written by Mr. Taylor, th£ ce- 
lebrated Platonifl, has been anonymoufly published by Weit- 
ftein at Amfterdam. T.N. 

R2 Athens.' 
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Athens. Nor were they admitted but merely to 
the lcffcr myfteries, which were inftituted ex- 
prefsly for Hercules. 

H In thefe latter times no one is admitted to the 
greater myfteries without having been purified 
at the lefler, the ceremony of which is as fol- 
lows : The candidates having lived chafte and 
unpolluted during nine days, come and offer 
facrifilces and prayers, wearing crowns and gar- 
lands of flowers, which are called ^p* or 
ifxip*. They have alfo under their feet A»; xuhov, 
Or Jupiter's (kin, which is the fkin of a vifiim 
oflered to that god. The peribn that affifts 
them therein is called vfyxm* from v<fy> the 
water ufed in mod purifications; and the can- 
didates chemfelves are called /*ucrfti, or initiated. 

" About a year after, having facrificed a fow 
to Ceres, they are admitted to the greater 
myfteries, the fecret rites of which, fome few 
excepted, at which none but the priefts are 
prefent, are freely revealed to them; whence 
they are called fyopoi and wrr\ou % or infpc&ors. 
The manner of initiation is thus : the candi- 
dates being crowned with myrtle, are admit* 
ted, by night, into a place called puenxo? riw?, 
or the myftical temple, which b To vaft and 
capacious an edifice, that the krgeft theatre 
fcarcely exceeds it. On entering, they purify 

them- 
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themfelves by walhihg their hands in holy 
water, and at the Tame time are admonifhed x 
to prcfent themfclves pure and undcfiled, with- 
out which the external cleannefs of the body 
will by no means be accepted. After this the 
holy myfteries are read to them out of the book 
IlfTj oopx, fo called from ir/Ipa, a ftone, becaufe it 
conlifts of two ftones fitted together. The 
officiating prieft, called iffopamu, then pro- 
poses certain queftions, as, whether the candi- 
dates are falling, &c. to which they return 
anfwers in dated forms*. This done, ftrangc 
and amazing obje£bs prefent themfclves j fome- 
times the place in which they ftand fcems to 
(hake > fome times it appears bright and rc- 
fplcndent with light and radiant fire, and then 
agiin is covered with darkneft and horror; 
fometimes thunder and lightning, fometimes 
dreadful noifes and bellowings, fometimes ter- 
rible apparitions, aftonifh the trembling fpec- 
tators. Thefe fcenes are called *uto\J/*«> or 
intuition. After this the initiated are dif- 
miffed with thefe words, K©y£, *pir*%. The 
garments in which they are initiated are ac- 
counted facred, and of equal efficacy in averting 

• Of thefe an account my be feen in Meurfius's treatifc 
on this feftival. 

» 3 evils, 
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evils, charms, and incantations; thty am 
therefore never cad off* till they' are worn to 
rags 5 nor is it ufual then to throw them 
away, but to make fwaddling-clothes of them 
for children, or confecrate them to Ceres and 
Proferpine. 

" The chief perfon that attends at the initiation 
is called uppamic, or a revealer of holy things* 
He is a citizen of Athens, and holds his office 
during life. He is farther obliged to devote 
himfelf wholly to divine fervice, and to live a 
chafte and fingk life ; to which end it is ufual 
for him to anoint himfelf with the juice of hem- 
lock, which by its extreme coldnefs is faid to 
extinguish, in a great meafure, the natural heat. 
This hierophanta has three affiftants, the firft of 
whom is called from his office fo&gK, or the 
torch-bearer, and is permitted to marry. The 
iecond, called x*/>ug, (Ceryx, or the herald,) kills 
the offering, and prepares every thing neceffery 
for the facrifice. The third minifters at the altar, 
and is for that reafon named an rca |3«^«. The 
hierophanta is faid to be a type of the greaf 
Creator of all things ; Ja&^o;, of the fun 5 xupu£, 
of Mercury ; and im t« j3w^w, of the moon. 

"There are alfo certain public officers, 
whofe bufinefs it is to take care that all things 
are performed according to cuftom. Bao-iAiuf, 

or 
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or the king, is one of the Archona, arid is 
obliged* at this folemnity, to offer prayers 8nd 
facrifices, to fee that no indecency or irreguJa* 
rfty is committed, and to affemble the feriate, 
the day after the myfteries, to take cogftifcancebf 
all offenders in this refpeft. Bcfides the king, 
there are four wn^Am-ai, or curators, ele&ed by 
the people. One of them is appointed out of 
the facred family of the Eumolpidse, another 
out of the Ceryces, and the remaining twofrorti 
among the other citizens. There art alfo tin 
perfons who affift at this and fome other ib- 
lemnities, called i$povom, becaufc it is thtfr 
bufincfs to offer facrifices. v. 

" During this fcftival it is unlawful to arreft any 
man, or prcfent any petition ; and fuch fcs are 
found guilty of thefe pra&ices are fined a thotr- 
fand drachmas*, or (as others affert) put to death. 
It is alfo unlawful for thofe that are initiated 
to fit upon the covering of a well, * of to eat 
beans, mullets, or weazlcs, If any tfbhiiiv ride 
in a chariot to Eleufis, (he is, by an edidl of 
Lycurgus, obliged topay fi* thoufanddrachrnasf ; 
the defign of which order was to prevent? thfe 
richer women from diftinguifliing thfcmfelve's 
from the poorer. 

• 32L 53. iod. ftcrling. f' 193I. tjt. ftcrling. ? 

R 4 " 1. The 
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« i. The firft day is called *yvfl*«c, or at 
fembly; becaufethen the worlhippcrs firft meet 
together. 

«* 2. The fecond is named *\* it pucr**, or, 
to thefca, you that are initiated ; becaufe they 
are commanded to purify themfelves by waftipg 
in the Tea. 

" 3. Upon the third are offered facrificcs, 
confiding chiefly of an Oxonian mullet, in Greek 
rfiyXn, and barley opt of the Rharium, a field of 
Eleufis in which that fort of corn was firft (own. 
Thefe oblations are called $v*> and accounted 
& iacred, that the pricfts themfelves are not 
allowed to partake of them, as is ufual in other 
offerings. 

" 4. Upon the fourth day a folemn procefllon 
is performed,in which the KaA«$toy,or holy bafket 
of Ceres, is carried in a confecrated car ; 
crowds of people (homing, as they go along, 
X<zipt> Afifwrtf, or, hail to Ceres. After thefe 
follow certain women called x^Tppopoi, who 
(as the name implies) carry bafkers, contain- 
ing fefamin, carded woo], foine grains of fait, a 
ferpent, pomegranates, repds, ivy-boughs, a fort 
of cakes called ?6ok> poppies, &c. 

" 5. The fifth day is called n rm a«jw«J<w 
Wit*, or the torch-day 1 becaufe in the follow- 
ing 
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ing night men and women run about with 
torches in their hands. It is alio cuftomary 
to dedicate torches to Ceres, and to contend 
who (hall prefent the largeft. This is done in 
commemoration of Ccres's journey in fearch of 
Proferpine, by the light of a torch kindled at the 
flames of JEtna. 

" 6. The fixth day is called I<**x 0(: > ^ rom 
Jacchus, the fon of Jupiter and Ceres, who ac~ 
companied the goddefs in her fearch, and car* 
ricd a torch in his hand ; whence his ftatuc ge* 
neraliy holds a torch. This ftatuc is carried 
from the Ceramicus to Eleufis in a folemn pro- 
ccflion, called, after the hero's name, I«e^oc ; 
and the ftatuc, and the perfons that accompany 
it, are crowned with myrtle. Thefe are 
named Iaxxoyuya, and all the way dance and 
fing, and beat brazen kettles. The road by 
which they go forth from the city is called 
tip* ofo;, or the Sacred Way, and the refting-place 
%tfOL 0-uxj», from a fig-tree which grows there, and 
which (like every thing that relates to this fo- 
lemnity) is accounted (acred. It is alfo cuftom- 
ary to reft: upon a bridge built over theCephifus, 
wherfe the company mock and jeft at thofe who 
pafs by j whence yf?v£i£w, which is derived from 
ynpvpcc y a bridge, (igniftes mocking or jeering. 
Having paffed the river, they proceed to Eleufis, 
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the way into which is called pvwxn ««*©&*, ot 
the Myftical Entrance. 

" 7. On the feventh day are fports, in which 
the vi&ors are rewarded with a meafore of 
barley, that grain having been fir ft fown in 
the neighbourhood of Eleufis. 

" 8. The eighth day is called tm$<w}wv */*£/>*, 
becauie it once happened that &fcu!apius, 
coming from Epidaurus to Athens, and defiling 
to be initiated, had the leffer myfteries repeated j 
whence it is become cuftomary to celebrate them 
a fecond time upon this day, and admit to ini- 
tiation fuch perfons as have not before enjoyed 
that privilege. 

a 9. The ninth and laft day of the feftival 
is called wXnfAo^xh or earthen veffels > becaufe 
*n that day it is ufual to fill two fuch veffel* 
with wine, one of which being placed towards 
the caft, and the other towards the weft, cer- 
tain myftical words are repeated, after which 
they are both thrown down, and the wine 
being fpilt on the ground, is offered as a 
libation. 

" It was on the fixth day that Phryne attend- 
ed ourproceffion, in all the fplendorof drefs and 
precious ftones, attracting the eyes and exciting 
the admiration of the mod diftinguifhed young 
men of Athens, while the fweeteft perfumes ex- 

haled 
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haled from thfc defirioui eflences with Which flic 
had fprinkled her perfon and her drefs. Theano f 
ftill more exafperated with this apparent triumph, 
ordered one of hfer eunuchs to defile her ri- 
val's fupcrb drefs with ordure. Highly en- 
raged with this indignity, Phryne, in her turn, 
panted for vengeance. What furious volcanoes 
do the hearts even of two beautiful women be- 
come, when mutually humiliated and degraded 
by each other ! Phryne, however, waited in 
filence for an opportunity, that the blow flife 
(hould ftrike might prove certain. At that time 
the gay and celebrated Alcibiades returned to 
Athens, adorned with the laurels of his firft 
campaign, and the charms of the mod inviting 
youth. No fooner did Theano behold him than 
the refiftkfs fire of love raged throughout her 
frame j and forgetting both her hufband and his 
infidelities, (he lavifhed her fmiles and attentions 
on thisrifing hero, who, equally greedy of plea- 
fure and of glory, was but little difpofed to draw 
back from fo flattering a conqueft. This in- 
trigue foon became a general topic of convcrfa- 
tion among all the gay focieties of Athens, and at 
the fame time the objeft of Phryne's vengeance. 
Alcibiades is the moft inconftant of men, and 
even piques himfelf on his verfatility. Phryne 
ingenioufly contrived to bring him toherhoufe, 

where 



1$1 THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 

where (he had the arc to excite a new paflkm in 
his bofom, though flic deferred yielding to his 
'felicitations merely to increafe the ardour of the 
youthful warrior. Having bribed one of hk 
(laves, the confidant of his amours, who in- 
formed her, one day, that his matter had an 
aflignation with Theano, (he fent for Alcibiades 
a little before the appointed hour, and em- 
ployed all the fafcinations of female wit and 
beauty to detain him ; fuffering him to deal 
fome flight favours merely to inflame his/pafc 
lions ; and at a time when he ftemed all on 
fire> and moft urgently preflfed his fuit, af- 
feftcd an amorous inquietude, a tender jealoufy, 
and refufed to yield to his entreaties but on con- 
dition that he would immediately write a note to 
Theano, with whom (he knew he had an en- 
gagement, to apologize for his inability to wait 
on her. The gallant Alcibiades, who had quite 
forgotten his promife, inftantly fcribbled a note, 
which he fent by his confidential flavc. Phryne 
accompanied it with a letter in her own hand, 
faying, c I fend you, dangerous Theano, a letter 
from your faithful Alcibiades', whom I have 
borrowed of you for the evening. Remain quiet- 
ly at home ; do not harbour ill-humour or jea- 
loufy, or regret an hour of pleafure loft, which 
you will eafily renovate * for love and pleafure 

no 
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no doubt are ever at your command/ You will 
readily imagine what rage and fury, what frenzy? 
and defpair, thefe letters occafioncd. Thcano'* 
imprecations would have excited horror in the 
three judges of the infernal regions. She was 
taken ill, and could not venture to appear in 
public for feveral months ; till at length, time, 
and the charms of another conqueft, reftorcdhcr 
to the gay path of pleafure. Being now ena- 
moured of a new objedt, and hurried away by the 
ardour of her imagination, (he indulged, with 
the mod unbounded impetuofity, in all the en- 
joyments and gratifications that crowded around 
her. Thefe execefics began to prey upon her 
health, of which (he completed the ruin by a 
rigorous dietetic regimen whiph (he adopted to 
avoid growing too fat, and thereby disfiguring 
the elegance of her perfon. She alfo injured her 
ftomach by refrigerating draughts, in order to 
fupport the frefhnefsof her complexion; a mif* 
take too common among women, who are not 
aware that the beauty of the (kin depends on the 
energy and aftivity of the ftomach, Theano 
contra<fted a marafmus, which robbed her of thofc 
frefh and beautiful tints that once adorned her; 
and bloated her delicate and lovely features. In 
(hort, this fweet and charming rofe experienced 

the 
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the common fate of other flowers. The beauty 
with which (he was decorated in the morning of 
life foon faded and difappeared, and even her 
friends could fcarcely knew her. Hence, too, her 
laft lover was prcfently difgufted with her; and 
to complete her misfortune, her unbounded dif- 
fipation and extravagance, together with that 
of her hufband, introduced want and mifcry 
within their walls. The frivolous Theon, iw- 
able to repair his broken fortune, or to bear the 
lofiof it with manly fortitude, enervated by de- 
bauchery, and overpowered with grief and vex- 
ation, has terminated his wretched and infipid 
life, Theano is (till living, but is a fad objc£t of 
pity apd compaffion. To complete her humili- 
ation, it is (aid Phryne, the rival whom flie bated 
and abhorred, relieves her indigence by ftcret 
charity. Such are the fruits of a vicious 
education, combined with the fatal gift of 
beauty." 

Phanor was deeply affe&ed with the misfor r 
tunes of Theano; for his feeling heart fympa- 
thized with every one who was fuffering. under 
adverfity, and more Specially with a woman 
he once had loved. He left fonie money 
with Thcffalus to convey to her, and fet off, at 
day-break next morning, for Thebes. 

3 Although 
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Although our reparation was only for fix 
months, it was extremely painful to us both. 
As foon as we had parted, I went to the country 
feat of my JLafthenia* 
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C H a' P. CIV. 



Interview with Lafthenia. ~ c fhe breakfajh-room. — 
Anecdotes of Alcibiades. 

a s I approached her door my heart palpitated 
** with joy, and my bofom heaved with tranf- 
porr. On inquiring for her, a (lave informed 
me (he was in her ftudy. " Go/' faid I, « tell 
her a ftranger is come from the coafts of the 
Euxine fea to fee her and admire her charms/ 9 
Lafthenia immediately appeared : but no fooner 
did (he behold me than (he fcreamed aloud, and 
faid (he feared her eyes deceived her. I threw 
myfelf into her arms, crying, " Lafthenia ! moft 
adorable Lafthenia ! what pleafure, what happi- 
nefs do I experience, thus again to prefs you to 
my bofom !" Lafthenia now began to recover 
from her furprife, and faid to me, fC Let us go 
into the garden, and breathe a cooler air ; for I 
am overpowered with this fudden meeting/' 
We traverfed the garden without uttering a 
word : but it was the (ilent calm of mutual de- 
light. I caft a look towards the charming re- 
treats which had once been the myftcrious wit- 

neffes 
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heflcs of our loves, while a figh, a look, a fingle 
word communicated to Lafthenia the fweet re- 
membrance of our paft pleafures, and my re- 
gret at the long abfence that had fucceeded. -She 
underftood me, caft her eyes on the ground, and 
was covered with the mod lively blufhes. After 
innumerable queftions relative to my health and 
travels we met an old man walking, upon which 
Lafthenia ran up to him, and embracing him, 
prefented me to him, faying, " This is my 
father, and here is my young fifter Telefilla -" 
who at the fame time was running towards us as 
lightly as the bounding fawn. I falutcd them 
both j and Lafthenia added, cc Telefilla appears 
to be my daughter rather than my fifter. She is 
only thirteen years old, but is the offspring of a 
fecond marriage." The father propofed going 
in to breakfaft, and afked Lafthenia where it 
would be brought to us ; to which (he replied, 
" In the hall of Minerva." Lafthenia and I went 
thither firft. " Ah !" cried I, as we entered, 
" this is the temple of Flora !"—« Yes," faid 
(he, <f but its name is changed. There, you 
perceive, is the ftatue of Wifdom fubftituted 
for that of Silence ; and the bufts of wife men 
for the fluttering Loves and vafes of flowers that 
formerly adorned it. You fay nothing," con- 
tinued (he : " you feem abfent." — <c I fear," 
vol, 111. s faid 



558 THE TRAVELS OF AKTEJtOR 

faid I, " this is not the temple of MnemofyAe. 
Perhaps the waters of Lethe are drunk here ?" 
^— " No," returned (he > the impreflions of the 
heart can never be effaced ; but there is a pe- 
riod of life when we ought to throw away the 
toys of childhood. Behold all thefe great men. 
Their grave and noble countenances elevate the 
foul, and warm it with the love of glory and of 
virtue." — " Gravity," returned I, " as an Indian 
philofopher has obferved, is but the (hell of wif- 
dom." — " True," returned (he : " but that 
fhell preferves the fubftance. I have inferibed/' 
continued Lafthenia, cc under each buft, one of 
the leading maxims of the men they reprefent, 
or fomething defcriptive of their characters." 
Nothing could be more ftriking than this col- 
leftion of celebrated perfonages. They were 
fculptured in very fine white marble, and nlaced 
around the hall on pedeftals of porphyry, on 
which were engraved the following fentenccs. 
Under 

Aristippus. 
« I completely poffefs Lais without her com- 
pletely poffeffing me." 

Solon. 
« I am growing old, yet every day learn fome- 
thing new." 

Aristotle. 
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Aristotle. 
c< Hope is a waking dream." 

Chilon. 
" The moft difficult achievements are to 
keep a fecret, to employ our time well, and to 
fuffer injuries without murmuring." 

Bias. 

" Since the world is full of wickednefs, we 
ought to love men as if we ihould one day hate 
them." 

Clsobulus. 
" Confider, before you go out, what you have 
to do ; and when you return, what you have 
done." 

Epicurus* 
cc Happinefs confifts in pleafure." 

Anaxagoras. 

cc I have devoted to the improvement of my 
mind that time which others employ in culti- 
vating the earth." 

Carneades. 
u If we fee an enemy fit down in the grafs, 
where lurks an afpic, we fhould aft wrong not to 
warn him of the danger." 

s 2 Antii* 
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AtfTISTHENES. 

" The only treafurc of which we cannot be 
robbed, is the pleafure of having done a good 
adtion." 

Theophrastus. 
u The worft extravagance is that of time." 

Zeno. 
cc Virtue would make us happy in the midft 
of the mod cruel torments." 

Thales. 

Cf Hate not one another becaufe your opinions 

differ." 

Socrates. 
" I would ftrike thee, were I not angry * 

As I finiflied reading thefe infcriptions, Te- 
le filla and her father entered, and immediately 
honey from Mount Hymettus was brought, to- 
gether with various fruits, and particularly dried 
figs, 'which were very delicious. " The figs of 
Attica," faid the old man, " are the beft in the 
known world. The kings of Perfia eftcem 
them very highly j and Xerxes made war on 
Greece merely to become mailer of our fig-» 

trees* 
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trees *• The Athenians are extremely fond of 
them, and have made a fevcrc law, prohibiting m 
f. heir exportation." 

While we were at breakfaft, the youthful Te* 
lefilla went out and in, gathered flowers, and 
prefented me a nofegay of myrtle and jafmine 
with all the grace and fimplicity natural to her 
age. She was more regularly beautiful than her 
fifter, to whom, however, fhe bore a ftrong re- 
femblance : but Lafthenia excelled her in the 
fairnefs of her complexion, and combined more 
gravity with the fweetnefs of her countenance ; 
while that of Telefilla was full of gaiety and 
fprightlinefs. Her black eyes feemed to fparkle 
with pleafure j and all her features, as well as 
her hands, arms, and feet, were of the moft 
lovely form and the moft brilliant hue. Lafthe- 
nia perceiving that her fifter attracted my atten- 
tion, faid, with a fmile, " I fhall be jealous : I 
perceive your eyes frequently directed towards 
Telefilla."— " I am admiring you," faid I, " al- 
ternately. One is the rofe juft burfting from its 
bud, the other is the full-blown flower." We 

* It is faid that fome figs of that country being ferved up to 
Xerxes, the king afked whence they came ; when being told 
they were brought from Athens, he ordered them to be taken 
away, and fwore he would never eat any till they were his 
own. 

S3 were 
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were now interrupted by a young man of a fine 
manly figure, who faluted the company with 
great dignity and eafe, and Lafthenia received 
him as a familiar acquaintance. Curiofity, per- 
haps a feeling of jealoufy, led me to obferve him 
with great attention. His converfation was 
brilliant, and his language adorned with the pureft: 
attic elegance. He had a lofty, commanding 
afpeft, and his eyes were black, his figure that 
of a hero, and his limbs feemed to have been 
formed by Phidias himfclf. His black hair was 
perfumed with eflences, and decorated with 
grafs hoppers of gold *. He had flowers in his 
cars, patches on his face, and his tunic, which 
was of the fined cotton and the moft brilliant 

* The Athenians piqued themfelves on being the aborigi- 
nes of the country, and pretended their families were as an- 
cient as the land they inhabited 5 for which reafon they wore 
thefe ornaments of gold or filver as a fymbol of their antiqui- 
ty ; becaufe that animal was luppofed to be generated by the 
earth. Fr. Ed. 

The Athenians pretended to have been produced at the 
fame time with the fun, whence they affumed the name At/- 
To^Oove?, fignifying that they fprang from the foil they inha- 
bited ; for they imagined that originally men, like plants, 
were the effect of a prolific virtue pofleffed by the earth. 
Hence the ancients called themfelves Tr,ytvnc, or fonsofthe 
earth ; and the Athenians Te7]»ye$, or grafshoppers ; and 
hence the moft ancient families wore golden figures of that 
animal in their hair, to diftinguifh them from thofe of more 
recent and lefs noble exti action. T. N. 

white, 
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white, flowed loofely to the air. Inftead of a 
pallium he wore an ample cloak trailing on the 
ground ; and his whole appearance evidently 
Jhewed that he was fond of drefs and luxury. 
He had a cane in his hand, and his fandals were 
of a new and fanciful form. This oftentatioufly 
magnificent exterior prejudiced me againft him; 
for I inferred his manners were effeminate, and 
that he was incapable of taking any important 
part in the affairs of the republic. He con- 
verfed, however, with force and eloquence on 
the refources of Athens, and of various plans to 
reprefs the pride and jealoufyof Sparta. Speaking 
of luxury, he faid it was the fource of riches $ that 
it polifhed the manners of mankind, and em- 
bellifhed and adorned fociety as the verdure and 
flowers of the fields give beauty to the fcenery of 
Nature. " Thefe enjoyments, however," added 
he, " ought not to become necefiary to us ; and 
every man fhould be able to deep on the ground 
as well as on a bed of purple, and djink bad 
water as well as Lefbos wine. At Sparta I 
would be an example of frugality, but at Athens 
or Perfepolis I would deep on beds of rofes, and 
enjoy all the luxuries and perfumes Nature can 
afford." 

The more this infinuating young man fpoke, 

and the more he unfolded his character, the more 

s 4 he 
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he awakened my jcaloufy ; for in him I appre- 
hended a dangerous rival. Fortunately he was 
foon obliged to attend the affembly of the 
people, ^vho were about to cleft generals for an 
expedition againft the Perfians, and Lafthenia 
afiured him the whole republic had fixed their 
eyes on him. I alked him how this election was 
conduced: " It is performed/* faid he, "in 
two different manners — by (hew of hands and 
by ballot. The latter takes place at the temple 
of Thefeus, where the lot falls on him who has a 
white bean. The election by acclamation is 
performed near the citadel. The Thefmothetae* 
prefent the candidate to the people, who fhew 
their approbation by raifing their hands/' Hav- 
ing thus (poken, this man took leave of Lafthe- 
nia, and reafcended his magnificent car, which 
was drawn by white Sicyonian mules. As foon 
as he was gone I afked Lafthenia his name. 
cc What !" exclaimed (he, IC do you not know 
the celebrated Alcibiades ? Do you not know 
him, even had you never feen him before ? He 
is efteemed the handfomeft man in Greece, and is 
an afiemblage of every fpecies of contradi&ion. 
His body feems almoft to be inhabited by feve- 
ral different fouls. He is fober aud intemperate, 

* Magiflrates appointed as guardians of the laws. 

fimplc 
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fimple and oftentatious, laborious and diffipated: 
but he is a great general, and is equally pleafing 
by the elegance of his perfon and his animated 
and interefting converfation *." — Cf I perceive/* 
faid I, " he is equally dangerous in war and 
peace \" giving her a fignificant look. — cc Yes/* 
faid fhe, fc to the republic ; for he governs and 
'influences the people as he pleafes. To-day he 
is their idol, but to-morrow, perhaps, they will 
hurl him from the elevation to which they have 
raifed him. I have told him fo : for who is ig- 
norant of the inconftancy and caprice of the 
people ? The wife Anacharfis called the public 
fquare of Athens the theatre of injuftice: but Al- 
cibiades, intoxicated with fuccefs, and wrapt up in 
felf-love, pays no attention to my predi&ions. One 
day, quitting the general affembly highly pleafed, 
and exulting in the applaufes of the furround? 
ing multitude, he met the mifanthropic Timon, 
who, inftead of (hunning him as he does man- 

• Nature Teemed to have employed all her powers in 
forming this fingular character. Like another Proteus r he 
continually changed his fhape, and was on all occa* 
fions that which his fituation required. Yet though Na- 
ture had thus lavifhed on him her richeft (lores, he 
abufed her bounty ; and it may be faid of him, as of his 
countrymen, that he wzs the parertf of every vice. 

kind 
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kind in general, went up to him, faying, c Well 
done, young man ! go on aggrandizing yourfelf, 
for that is the true way to ruin your country !'— 
€s The people, then, are much prejudiced," faid 
I, <f in his favour ?" — " Yes," anfwered (he* 
cc at prefent. It is true he is an artful politician, 
and manages them with great dexterity. Of 
this I will give you a fingular inftance. He had 
a very beautiful dog, of uncommon fize, for 
which he gave feventy minse*. One day he 
brought it to my houfe when I had a large circle 
of company : but what was our furprife to per-, 
ceive the dog had left his tail, which was his chief 
ornament ! We all exclaimed with one accord 
againft this outrage, and afked him for an ex- 
planation. ' I ordered it to be cut off this 
morning/ faid he. — c Great Jupiter !' cried one 
• of the company,. c what madnefs ! All Athens 
will blame you V — c That is exadly what I 
wi(h/ returned he. « 1 would rather the Athe- 
nians fhould employ their attention on my dog 
than on myfelf or my projects.' — This/' faid 
Laflhenia, " fufficiently fhews his ambition and 
addrefs. — But the ferenity or the day invites us 
abroad, and I am of the fchool of Ariltotle, 

* 226I. os. lod. fierling. 

d who 
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who taught his difciples as they walked. I will 
conduft you to Mount Hymettus : it is but 
twenty-four ftadia diftant; and the beauty of 
the fcene will repay us for the length of the 
way." 
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CHAP. CV. 

View of Mount Hymettus. — Hiftory of Hypareta* 

tt7E fee off for Mount Hymettus, accompa-n 
* * n j ec j by a fingle flave. On the road I ftill 
continued to talk of Alcibiades, of his elegant 
figure, and of his fplendid talents. cc This 
young man," faid Lafthenia, <c interefts you lefe 
on account of his fhining qualities than his ac- 
quaintance with me." — " I confefs it," faid I : 
<c he has feen you a firft, a fecond, and a third 
time, and can no longer deprive himfelf of that 
pleafure." — " 'Tis true," faid (he, cc he is very 
afiiduous in his vifits.— But we are now at the 
foot of Mount Hymettus, which is above two 
hundred ftadia in circumference. " Let us af- 
cend it gently, contemplate the beauties of its 
fcenery, enjoy its charming groves, and breathe 
the fragrant effluvia of the wild thyme and aro- 
matic herbs that adorn this wild and beautiful 
fcene. Do you obferv&thofe innumerable bee- 
hives ? 'Tis here the honey, moft efteemed 
throughout Greece, is collected. The Athenians 
are extremely fond of it. They ufe it in a great 

number 
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humber of difhes, and in all their paftry. It is 
a very wholefome food, is faid to have the qua- 
lity of prolonging life, and is very ufeful to old 
men. Thofe two altars are dedicated to Jupiter 
Pluvius and Apollo.' * 

When we had climbed to the fummit of the 
mountain, " Let us reft," faid Lafthenia, " and, 
as it were, bathe ourfelves in this pure and vital 
air of heaven* In elevated fituations the foul 
feems liberated from its bondage, and becomes 
more animated and energetic. What a fplendid 
view! A light and tranfparent element fur- 
rounds us, and a mild and genial warmth calls 
forth all the germs of life. *Tis hither the fage 
fliould. come to foar above the common lot of 
humanity, and the puerile grandeur of vanity and 
folly. Here we even breathe with more eafe and 
pleafure,and the mind is more tranquil and ferene. 
—But caft your eyes over that extenfive profpeft, 
where you behold the whole city of Athens, and 
a great part of the continent of Greece. What 
a magnificent fcene ! There lies the Sacred 
Way, which leads to the very gates of Eleufis, 
being thirteen thoufand paces in length 5 the 
whole of which is decorated with ftatues, tem- 
ples, and maufolea. You perceive, alfo, various 
iflands along the coaft, and others which arc 
more diftanu Behold that multitude of ftiips 

which 
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which enliven the pi&ure ! Behold the fea— 
that; boifterous element which roars and breaks 
againft the immoveable rocks and fliores of 
Greece, while the land, fmiling with ever-reno- 
vated verdure, and variegated with flowers, rifcs 
in rich luxuriance above them !" — " 'Tis true," 
faid I, " the profpedt is enchanting : but it is 
impoffible to admire it as it deferves when in the 
prefence of Lafthenia, or to enjoy its beauties 
unlefs I could forget thofe of the chief objeft 
that fills my mind." — " You mud forget," faid 
flie, <c all thefe terreftrial ideas. Remember 
you are near Olympus itfelf, which is the ha- 
bitation of the celeftial deities. 

" Are you acquainted with the vale of 
Tcmpe ?"— « Not yet," faid L— « There;' 
refumed (he, " it is allowable to indulge melan- 
choly thoughts. That valley is, in my opinion, 
the region of fadnefs. I am far more partial to 
the fcenery of Hymettus, where the mind is 
emancipated from depreffive vapours, and re- 
ceives no impreflionsbut thofe of the pureftand 
mod heartfelt delight. The foul feems to ex- 
pand when contemplating a rich and luxuriant 
country, inhabited by a happy race of men.**— 
" You have fometimes, no doubt/' faid I, 
" come hither with Alcibiades, to enjoy this 
charming profpeft." — « That young man," re- 
turned 
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turned fhe, " feems to occupy much of your 
thoughts. Let us defcend to the fide of the hill, 
and reft ourfelves in a grotto, whither I often 
come to meditate. There I will fatisfy your 
curiofity." She now conduced me to a cool 
and folitary retreat, where the air^was embalmed 
with aromatic herbs and the fweeteft flowers. 
Having feated ourfelves, (he faid, " Alcibiades, 
then, is to be the fubjedt of our converfation? 
I have told you he frequently vifits me ; I may 
add that he 4oved me, or rather that he afpired 
to the congucfi: of my heart; and his paffion 
feemed to be gradually increafing, when an in- 
cident, in which he bore the principal part, at- 
tra&ed the attention of the town. 

cc His wife Hypareta, enraged at his nume- 
rous infidelities, determined to apply to the 
judges for a divorce. Akibiades hearing of her 
intention, flew to the tribunal, where he arrived 
at the very moment when* (he was preferring her 
petition. Aftoniihed at thus unexpectedly be- 
holding her hulband, a fcdden alarm and agita- 
tion took poflcfiion of her whole frame -, her 
knees refuted to iupport her, and flie would 
have fallen, had not Akibiades inftantly fup- 
ported her. At the fame time he feized the pe- 
tition, which he tore in pieces ; and taking his 
wife under his arm, led her home acrofs the 

public 
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public fquare, amidft the applaufes of the 
people. The rumour of this incident foon , 
reached my ears, but loaded with circumftances 
which Wuld have given me great pain> had I 
not oppofed the confcioufnefs of my own inno- 
cence to the (landers and injuftice of the world. 
Hypareta accufed me of having robbed her of 
the affeftions of her hufband, and being the 
caufe of all his irregularities. I bore this ca- 
lumny with calmnefs^ and replied, to thofe who 
told me of it, that Hypareta had* been mifin- 
formed, and condemned me without knowing 
rne ; but that if, on my part, I had caufe to be 
offended at thefe flanders, to me it was a plea- 
sure to forgive. I then inquired her fituation, 
and learnt that fhe paffed her days in grief and 
mortification, ftill confidering me as the caufe 
of all her misfortunes. I therefore thought the 
heft mode of juftificatibn was to endeavour to 
bring them to a clcfe. 

" My perfon being unknown to her, I requeft- 
ed her to meet me, under a borrowed name, in 
the little temple of Venus, in which is the mafter- 
piece of Zetixi-s, reprefentingLove crowned with 
rofes. I obtained her confent, and arrived 
there before her. When fhe came in, I knew 
her by her flow walk, and the timid looks fhe 
caft around her. I accofted her, and endea- 
voured 
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Voured to foothc hfer alarm ; for (he trembled 
like a dove juft caught in the fnare. I faid to 
her, € I know the misfortune that affli&s you, 
and take the fame intereft in it as the ttioft 
tender and intimate friend, I know Aid- 
biades, and am willing to affift you by employ- 
ing in your favour all the influence that either 
inyfelf or my friends can exert with a man of his 
character and manners/ — c I thank you for your 
compaflion/ faid (he j c I am indeed much to be 
pitied, for I am very unfortunate, I have loved 
and idolized Alcibiades, and have once been the 
objeft of his affedtion, or rather of his caprice. 
Faithlefs man ! After two fhort months of 
marriage his heart became eft ranged to me, he 
paid his homage to other objefts, and even to 
courtezans. Now one Lafthenia, who cfrlls her- 
felf a philofopher, and is the more dangerous^ as 
flie affefts that, decency and thofe virtues which 

are foreign to her heart * — c Well/ faid I, 

c and this Lafthenia——' — c Has inveigled my 
hufband/ continued fhe, c into her fnares. She 
has feduced him from me, encourages his cold- 
nefs, and infpires him with contempt for me/— 
€ I think/ faid I, c you are much prejudiced 
againft this woman. I have heard her fpokea 
of much more favourably. She does not call, 
or even believe herfelf a philofopher, though (he 
vol. in. t applies 
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applies to moral philofophy, and ftudics to regu- 
late her paffions, fubdue her inclinations, and 
diredt them in the path of virtue. I am con- 
fident no connexion exifts between her and AI- 
cibrades but thac of friend (hip ; and that fo far 
from participating his errors, (he would feel ex- 
tremely happy to reftore that fweet domeftic 
peace and union between you which renders 
marriage a (tare of perfeft happinefs. But let us 
talk no more of the real or imaginary faults of 
this woman. Tell me what is your prefent wi(h* 
and what you would require of Aicibiades.'— • 
' Alas V faid (he., ( his pardon for a foolifh ftep 
I took before the magiftrates ; for from that 
fatal day I have been totally deprived of his com- 
pany. My wilh is, that he would come back to 
me, and deign at leaft to fee me, fpeak tome, 
and reftore me to life; for I am dying with 
grief and defpair.' — c Take comfort/ faid I, 
c for Alcibiades has a generous heart. Will you 
allow me to give you a little falutary advice ? 
Bear his infidelities with patience. He is too 
young, too amiable, too accompliflied to efcape 
the fedudtions and pleafures that furround him : 
but a hufband, whofe heart is good, always re- 
turns to his wife, or rather never quits her. She 
alone is truly his bofbm-friend, his moft inti-? 
mate confidant ; (he is the only objeft to which 

his 
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his heart is really attached, and on which it can 
jweaccfully repofe. But unfortunately married 
women expcft from their hufbands more of love 
than friend/hip, and this is the caufe that too 
often obfcures the matrimonial profpcft with 
clouds of mutual difguft. Love is the child of 
Defire, and we do not defire that which we 
pofiefs: but friendfhip grows ftrongcr and 
ftronger by poffeflion. The conftancy of the 
irttercourfe leads to confidence, which is the 
mod pleating charm and the ftrongcfttie of con- 
nubial felicity. I will fee Alcibiades, and learn 
his fentiments ; and if you will meet me here 
again to-morrow, I hope I [hall bring you a fa- 
vourable anfwer.' To this propofal Hyparcta 
confented, and with tears in her eyes affurcd me 
of her gratitude and regard. 

cc The next day I invited Alcibiades to my 
houfe. c 1 have an affair of confequence/ faid 
I, « on which to confult you ; and if I may be- 
lieve appearances, you place fome value on my 
friendfhip.' — c I would make the greateft facri- 
fices/ returned he, c to give you pleafure/ — c I 
have a good office then to requeft of you/ faid 
I. c You are acquainted with Cleomedes ? — 
c He is one of my intimate friends,' anfwered At- 
% cibiades, c a man of talents and of pleafing manners, 
fond of pletfftfre, thoughtlefs, frivolous, aqd fen- 
t 2 fual, 
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fual, but bold in council and brave in battle. — 
c You defcribe him well,' faid I. c But it is not 
enough to be brave and pleating ; we fhould alfo 
bejuftand virtuous. To be happy ourfelves, wt 
mud endeavour to make thofe happy around us. 
Cleomedes behaves with the greateft coldnefs to 
his wife Erinna, to whom he fcarcely deigns to 
fpeak. Inftead of endeavouring to compenfate 
for his infidelities, he openly boaftsof his con- 
quefts, and affefts the more indifference/— c He 
is very wrong/ replied Alcibiades. c I will re- 
prove him/ — c Erinna/ faid I, * ftill loves him 
tenderly, and his conduct fills her with defpair. 
Her health declines, and (he bewails her wretched 
deftiny.' — c Well/ cried Alcibiades, c what can 
I do ? You know I am more apt to caufe difturb- 
ances than to reftore domeftic harmony/— c On 
this occafion, however/ returned I, ( you muft 
depart from your general charadter, and recon- 
cile this unfortunate couple. You muft recom- 
mend to Cleomedes to behave with more kind- 
nefs to his wife, and to treat her with that polite- 
nefs which every man owes to the companion of 
his life. For this purpofe you will bring your 
friend to the little temple of Venus, where his 
wife will alfo be, and where he will fwear, be- 
fore the ftatuc of the goddefs, (not to be faithful » 
to her, for that perhaps is impoffible,) but to 

chcrifh 
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cherilh her, treat her with refpeft, and endea- 
vour to make her happy.' — c I fhould be glad/ 
anfwered Alcibiades, * that you put my friend- 
ship to a feverer teft. I will engage to fee Cle- 
omedes, warmly remonftrate with him for his 
negledt, and ftrongly reprefent the impropriety 
of his conduct.' — * He is not far/ faid I j 
€ we lhall find him in the garden. Let us go 
and join him/ Cleomedes was in the fecret. I 
had given him his cue, and he was waiting for the 
proper moment to begin his part. Alcibiades 
accofted him, by faying we had juft been 
talking of him. He told him that his friends 
and all the world cenfured his conduft towards 
his wife; and added, that when a man had the 
misfortune to violate the nuptial bed, he ought 
at leaft: to compenfate his irregularity by the 
greateft attention and complaifance. Cleomedes 
confeffed his confeience reproached him with 
fome flight neglefts of this nature, and that 
the attra&ions of pleafqre and diffipation often 
carried him beyond the limits of difcretbn : 
c But grant me/ faid he, c a few years more, till 
the fire of youth is abated, and I will promife to 
bear the nuptial yoke with all the patience and 
refignation of Socrates himfelf.'— € This diftant 
profpeft/ replied Alcibiades, c will not fatisfy 
us. We will allow you a few fecret flips, but 

t 3 we 
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we require 4 finccre reconciliation, with year 
wife, and a promife to make her as happy as you 
can/ Ckomedes, after a few moments of a£- 
fe&ed hcfitation, and having' fuffercd us to re- 
new our remonftrances, promifed to reform his 
condudt. c I have no doubt of your good-will/ 
faid Alcibiades, ' but the heart of man is frail 
and changeable. I am determined to bind you 
with an oath. We will fend word to Erinna to 
meet us at the temple of Venus, whither yon 
muft accompany us, and in the prefence of the 
goddefs fwear to behave with kindnefs and af- 
fection towards your wife/ — c Well/ anfwered 
Cleomedes, € I confent to it. I cannot refiife.ffr 
perfuafive and fo philofophical.a mediator/ I 
undertook," faid Lafthenia, " to appoint Erinna 
to meet us, and fixed the hour of fun*fet for the 
interview. Hypareta was already at the temple, 
ftanding near the ftatue of the goddefe^ when 
we arrived. She wore a veil, and the temple 
was almoft dark. Alcibiades accofted her, and 
tpok her by the hand to prefent her to Cleome- 
des. He felt her tremble, and to encourage 
her, faid, c Your hufband promifes to repair his 
errors, and is come to fwear it in the prefence 
of the gods.— <-Come, my dear Cleomedesj, pro^ 
nounceiihe moft pleafing of all oaths/— c I com- 
ply, without hefitation, with your requeft/ faid 
13 Cleomtdcs ; 
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Cleomedes : c but have the goodheis to dittate 
to me, and I will repeat after you/— c Moft 
willingly,* faid Alcibiades gaily. c I fwear, by 
Venus and her fon, always to behave towards my 
wife with attention, friendihip, regard, tender- 
flefe, attachment, and refpeft ; and if I violate 
thy oath, may the goddefs load me with her in- 
dignation, and infpire me, like Pafiphae, with an 
irrefiftible paffion for fome monfter more hide- 
ous than the Minotaur himfelf.' Having ut- 
tered thefc words, a prieft immolated a vi&im, 
and poured out a plentiful libation of wine, cry- 
ing out, at the fame time, c May the blood of 
him who violates his oath be fpilt upon the 
ground, as this wine, and the blood of this 
vidtim, are ftied upon the altar.* Etypareta then 
cried out, € I accept the oath, and fwear, by 
Venus and her immortal beauty; that I will for 
ever love Alcibiades, and be faithful to him ; 
and if I violate my oath, may the goddefs change 
me, like the daughters of Minyas, into a bat T 
How (hall I defcribe the fiirprife of Alcibiades, 
when he heard the voice of his wife ! He was 
thunderftruck and rooted to the ground, like the 
weakTrocris, when {he difcovered her hufband 
- Cephalus, who had feduced her under a bor- 
rowed form. I faid to him, fmiling, c The 
oath is pronounced, and Venus has heard you. 

t 4 Will 
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Will you dare to perjure yourfelf ?'— c Cornc/ 
faid he, c let us make a virtue of neceffity. I 
confefs I have been caught this time in my own 
lhare/— c You have been entertaining me/ faid 
Cleomedes, ( with fo fine an harangue on the 
conjugal duties, that if you pleafe I will repeat it 
to you ?'— r By no means/ returned Alcibiades; 
c 1 remember it perfe£tly well, and think it fo juft 
and true, that 1 voluntarily confirm the oath/ 
Having faid this, he embraced his wife, who, 
was fo overpowered with joy, that (he burft iptp 
a flood of tears. Her furprife, however, was in- 
creafed, and her joy half-converted into (bame* 
when Alcibiades faid to her, € You muft thank 
Lafthenia for this reconciliation, for it is to he? 
we are both indebted for it/ — « To Lafthenia !' 
exclaimed (he, in amazement. — e Yes/ faid 
Cleomedes, c the amiable, the kind, the philofo- 
phic Lafthenia !' Erinna's face wa$ covered with 
blulhes, and (he caft her eyes upon the ground. 
TTo relieve her embarraflment, I made my 
cfcape, and left her with Cleomedes and Alci- 
biades. 

" The next day (he waited op me, and loaded 
me with thanks, and excufes for her unjuft fuf- 
picions and foolifh prejudices. € I do not feel, 
hurt at them/ faid I. < Eve,ry well formed 

mind 
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mind ought to afpire to public efteem j though 
when unjuftly cenfured, it will retire within it- 
fclf, and, firm in the confeioufnefs of its own 
re&itude, expe6l from time a more equitable 
judgment. Should Protagoras paint me with 
one eye and a hideous form, believing that to 
be my real likenefs, fhould I be offended? 
No ; I fhould laugh at his error. Juft fo you, 
who knew me not, had formed for me a dis- 
torted portrait, which had no refemblancc to 
the original, I (hall be fufficiently revenged if , 
I can contribute to your h^ppinefs, or if you 
accept my friendfhip and grant me yours.* Our 
converfation concluded with the fincereft and 
moft affedtionate expreflions. Since that time 
I frequently fee her ; and affifted by my ad- 
vice, to which fhe willingly attends, fhe 
bears with patience and mildnefs of ir- 
regularities of her hufband, who repays her 
by conftant attention and fincere attach- 
ment. 

" This anecdote ought to obviate all your 
fufpicions, and demonftrate that I am no other- 
wife attached to Alcibiades than by the tie of 
friendfhip. To me he never was a dangerous 
admirer ; and I even flatter tnyfelf that Mi* 
fierya, whom, like the city of Athens, I have 

chofeq 
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chofim as my tutelar goddefs, will henceforth 
protect me with her aegis againft die fhafts of 
love. — But it is time to return. The hour of 
fupper approaches* and perhaps fome vifitors 
are waiting for me/' 
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CHAP. CVf. 

Converfion of the courtezan Damo.—* A dinner at 

Laftb eni a* s.— Defer ipt ion of a fage--dnd a pic- 
ture of Envy. 

On our return we met a flave of Lafthcnia's, 
who was coming to inform her that 
Polemoa and Damo were at her houfc. 
" Ah !" cried I, " Polemon, that celebrated 
libertine, who with fo fudden and furprifing a 
transition quitted the fcencs of licentioufnefs and 
debauchery for the rigours andaufterities of phi- 
lpfophy ?"— " The fame," anfwered (he. "But 
Damo is as- yet a ftrangcr to you* She was for- 
merly a courtezan, famous for her wit, ' her 
beauty, her amours, and a regartee fhe gave 
the fophift Stilpo, when he reproached her 
with corrupting the youth, * Of what conic- 
quence is it/ replied Damo, c whether they 
be corrupted by a courtezan or a fophift?' 
This Damo, whofe manners were fo eafy and 
voluptuous, happening to fee a portrait of Pole- 
mon, his grave and commanding countenance, 
which was fmoothed by the ferenity of a pure 

confeience, 
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confcience, made Co lively an impreflion on heiy 
that (he blufhed at the illufory pleafures (he pur- 
sued, and the unreftrained licentioufnefs of her 
life. She was inftantly converted, renounced her 
errors, and frequented the fchools of philofophy, 
and particularly that of Polemon. Since then, {he 
has built herfelf a fmall houfe near his, where, as 
fiie confefles herfelf, fhe is incomparably happier 
than before 5 and in the peaceful retirement of 
philofophy cultivates the flowers of her garden and 
the powers of her mind. So true it is, as one of 
our fages has declared, that painting and fculp- 
ture have a more ftrikirig effeft in the reforma- 
tion of manners than the leffbns of philofophy /* 
1 As foon as we arrived I went into the bath, 
where my imagination ftill hovered around 
Lafthenia, and wantoned among her charms. 
Her mind was now ftill more richly adorned 5 
her train of fentiments ftill more atcra&ively 
imiable than before j * her beauty, which a life of 
intelle&ual and corporeal activity preferved in 
all the bloom of youth, renewed a flame that 
was ftiflcd, but not extinguifhtd, 'and I again 
becartic an empaffioned lover. Thus was 1 loft 
in i luxurious reverie, when I was interrupted by 
a call to fupper. 

The table of Lafthenia was the fchool of 
frugality i not'only from a principle of ceconomy 
• J ' prefcribed 
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prefcribed by the limits of her fortune, which 
fixe had never fought to increafe, but from an at- 
tention to the primary law of health, that of living 
temperately. Yet the moft pleafing, the- mod 
brilliant, and the beft- informed fociety of Athens, 
were anxious to be admitted to it ; and (he alfo 
received men of ordinary capacity. When the 
converfation turned on thefe, (he ufed to anfwer, 
that they were good and worthy people j and 
added, There is more/oddity in the inter courfe of 
the heart than in that of the mind. She was her- 
felf the chief ornament of thefe parties, which flie 
cmbellifhed by her pleafing talents, the attract- 
ive gaiety of her manners, and her fweet, harmo- 
nious voice. Among her guefts was the orator 
Protagoras, whofe eloquence had procured him a 
very high reputation. He had exercifed that pro- 
feflion during forty years, and had amafled more 
money than ten of the moft celebrated artifts 
could have accumulated by all their works. He 
told us that his difciple Prodicus, who purfued 
the fame line, delivered harangues at various 
prices. "I know fomething of him," faid. 
Lafthcnia, " for I had the curiofity to go and hear 
him. He delivers orations from two oboli to fifty 
drachmas *. I have heard fome of every price, 
and thought thofe of fifty drachmas very dear." 

• That is, from zid. to il. 12s. 3 [d. fterling. 

Pro- 



4t6 THE TRAVELS OF AtfTCVOK 

Protagoras, like all other fophifts, prided 
himfelf on fpeaking extempbrancouflyoa every 
fubjeft; fupporting the affirmative or nega- 
tive according to the choice of his hearers. 
The converfation happening to turn on the cha- 
racter of the fage, we aiked him to defcribe it. 
"That I will readily do, 1 * faid he* "and I 
flatter myfelf Polemon and Lafthenia will per- 
ceive in it the likenefs of themfelves." Pokqjon 
thanked him gravely with a bow, and Lafthenia 
modeftiy caft her eyes downward. " The fage V* 
continued Protagoras, " is completely maftef of 
himfelf. External wants difturb not the tranquil- 
lity of his foul, and he is contented with his 
condition, and feels no defire to change ; for 
having juftly appreciated every thing, he knows 
that by a change he fhould gain nothing. He 
has but little need of other men ; for continually 
employed in exercifing the powers of his mind, 
he draws both from himfelf, and from the uni- 
verfe at large, enjoyments equally free from 
difguft and remorfe. Such a being doubtlefs 
approximates the neareft to true felicity ; and 
the intelle&ual and phyfical pleafures he alter- 
nately enjoys fecure and perpetuate his happi* 
nefs. In adverfity, the various evils of life af* 
fli& him lefs than other men ; for the ftrength of 

•Sec Hon II. Sat. vn. 

his 
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his mind fupports and fhothes him with the jcoh- 
folations of reafon," 

Wc praifed the accuracy of the portait, and 
unanimoufly agreed that brilliant talents and a 
cultivated mind afford the pureft of enjoyments, 
increafe the fpherc of our pleafures, render our 
lives intcrefting and happy, and fortify us againft 
that crowd of real or imaginary evils which af- 
flidt and opprefs the majority of mankind. Damo 
and Polemon in particular confeffed that hap- 
pinefs had not dawned upon their exiftence till 
they had quitted the paths of fenfuality for the 
fchools of philofophy and virtue. 

Protagoras now fpoke of the death of Chry- 
fippus. « He died/' , faid Lafthenia, " in a fit 
of intoxication. A worthy exit for a pretended 
fage, who faid, c If I knew any one who excelled 
me in philofophy, I would immediately go and 
fludy in his fchool!* I doubt not pofterity will 
laugh at the vanity and prefumption of our phi- 
lofophers."*— cc I will fay nothing," replied Pro- 
tagoras, " of his prefumption j but with regard 
to his death, it is not a fad that he died, as is 
faid, by excefs of wine, but, on the contrary, by 
an excefs of laughter, at feeing an afs eat figs out 
ofafilverdifh." 

Polemon, who fince his reformation had re- 
nounced the ufc of wine, faid, " If Chryfippus 

did 



i88 THt TRAVELS OF ANTEtfOR 

did not die fay exccfs of wine, at leaft his fret ufe 
of it muft have proved very injurious to his 
health. In fadt, I know nothing fo prejudicial 
or fo abfurd as conftantly to drench ourfelvcs 
with that fermented liquor. Nature has given us 
water for ^ur beverage, which alone conftitutcs 
that of all other animals, and their health is far 
more uniform than that of man." — " Do you 
forget," faid Protagoras, " that wine was the pa- 
nacea of -ffifculapius, who prefcribed it to his 
patients to prevent the drowfinefs of fomc, and 
to procure others fleep ? To prove the good- 
nefs of this theory, he laid a wager he never 
fliould be ill, which he gained by dying at an ad- 
vanced age of a fall. Are you ignorant that the 
wife Hippocrates recommended the drinking^ 
wine, from time to time, even to intoxication. 
Wine is extremely ufeful to man. It affifts di- 
geftion, repairs the wafte of the animal fpirits, 
correfts the bile, increafes the infcnfible per> 
ipiration, and renovates the vital heat when it 
happens to decay. You have heard that Philo- 
crates, after an animated oration ofDemofthcncs 
againft Philip, having afcended the tribune 
without being called upon by the public cryer *, 

began 

• When the people were aflembled a herald cried o»t, 
u Does any one who is above fifty years of age nwjh toffeak f" 

When 
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began abruptly by faying, < It is not furprifing, 
O Athenians, that Demofthenes and I fhould 
think differently, fince he drinks water and I 
drink wine.' At this extraordinary exor- 
dium the people burft into laughter :" and 
Protagoras concluded his anecdote by drink- 
ing off a large cup of wine. " I perceive/' 
faid Polemon, fmiling, " my opponent is ef- 
poufing the caufe of his miftrefs: but he is not 
the lefs convinced that pure water is the moft 
general beverage of mankind, that it is a great 
folvent, that water drinkers enjoy better health 
than thofe who drink wine, and that they arc 
in all refpefts more vigorous, their minds in 
general clearer, their memory ftrongcr, and their 
fenfations more exquifite. Our Celebrated De- 
mofthenes is an example of this truth. I would 
afk Protagoras and Antiphilus, (another of the 
guefts,) who feem fo fond of yond Giver cup, 
whether, when they leave the table, they will 
feel that lightnefs of body and that ferenity of 
mind which are the marks of a healthy and eafy 

When this orator had concluded, the officer again cried out, 
" And who el/e ?" Thus all the old men had their turn ; and 
after thefe, according to the laws of Solon, other citizens were 
allowed to fpeak according to-their ages : but in the time of 
Demofthenes this law was no longer rigoroufly obfer.ved. 

: vol, in. v digeftion? 
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digeftion ? On the contrary, they will feel their 
heads heavy, their eyes difordered, and their legs 
trembling." — " Since I am attacked," replied 
Antiphilus, <c I mud obferve that you are con- 
founding the abufe of wine with the moderate 
ufe of it. Wine contains an a&ive fpirit and a 
certain Simulating power, which exhilarate the 
brain, re-animate the juices, and invigorate the 
body— — "-— " Excufe me/' interrupted Pole- 
mon, " but the inhabitants of the country, who 
only drink water, are more robuft than thofe 
who drink wine." — " So it is believed," re- 
turned Antiphilus 5 " but this aflertion has never 
been demonftrated." — c< To terminate this dif- 
pute," exclaimed Lafthenia, <c I advife Anti- 
philus more frequently to put water in his wine, 
and Polemon to put wine in his water." At 
this gay decifion the company burft into a laugh, 
and made Polemon drink fome Lefbos wine, 
faying^ 

€t At times # tis fwcet to play the fool." 

*The converfation, which even among the 
learned generally glances at objefts rather than 
cxhaufts them, and wantons, like a bird, from 
tree to tree, now turned on Envy, the venom 
of whofe tongue poifons the enjoyments of merit, 
while (he lavifhes her applaufe on the dead 

through 
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through hatred to the living. Cf I have placed a 
painting of that monfter," faid Protagoras, *' in 
a grotto in my garden, where I have reprefented 
her with wild and haggard eyes, a livid counte- 
nance full of wrinkles, fnaky hair, three ferpents 
in one hand, a feven-headed hydra in the other, 
and a ferpent gnawing her bofom. By way of 
pleafantry, I have placed in the back ground that 
ridiculous god of the Egyptians called Crepitus, 
who is reprefented as a child fquatting dowm* *, 



u a 
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CHAP. CVlI. 

A tragical fiory. 

On this fubjeft of envy Damo related a me-, 
lancholy incident which happened during 
her refidence at Corinth, between two painters 
named Egefippus and Calliftratus. United 
from their earlieft youth in the bonds of 
friendfliip, they became ftill more clofely 
connected by the marriage of the latter with 
Cleobulina, fitter of the former. But envy 
fecretly corroded the heart of Calliftratus. The 
talents of Egefippus daily and rapidly improved, 
he foared on the wings of genius, and his pic- 
tures were admired and preferred to thofe of his 
friend. Blefled with an amiable and - mild dif- 
pofition, combined with gay and pleafing man- 
ners, an engaging perfon, and an uncommon 
fhare of modefty, he was beloved and che- 
rifhed by the moft polifhed fociety. Thefe 
fucceffes and this preference gave offence to 
Calliftratus, who did not pofTefs any of the ami- 
able qualities of his friend, and now became 

ftill 
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ftill mofe gloomy and ill-humoured. For this 
his wife mildly reproved him : while his brother- 
in-law attributing; his morofenefs to fome re- 
verfe of fortune, made him an offer of his purfe^ 
which he offered to divide with him : but 
nothing could foften the full en temper of his 
mind. Egcfippus was painting a charming pic- 
ture, the fubjeft of which was Venus contending 
with Cupid who (hould fooneft fill a bafket of 
flowers. He had reprefented the goddefs 
crowned with myrtle and rofes, and with a lovely 
fmile upon her lips, while Cupid, with extended 
wings, tinged with the mod vivid blue and 
purple, was hovering around the flowers, which 
he gathered with the moft bufy hafte. But be- 
hind Venus was Periftera, a young and beautiful 
nymph, who fecretly brought flowers, and threw 
them into the bafket. Egefippus had often preffed 
Calliftratus to come and fee his picture, and affift 
him with his opinion and advice. This, however, 
the latter had under various pretexts always re- 
fufed i nor did he fee the painting till it was 
finiftied. This produftioft was too beautiful and 
too faultlefs for the eye of Envy to admire, Cal- 
liftratus criticifed it, propofed a number of cor- 
rections, and recommended effacing its chief 
beauties. Egifippus liftened to his cenfures with 
$ocility : but fujprifed at the feverity of the cri- 
v 3 ticifms, 
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ticifras, confultcd others who were equally fkilfal 
and far more candid ; in compliance with whofe 
advice he exhibited his pifture without the leaft 
alteration. Its fuccefs was prodigious. From 
all parts a concourfe of people came to fee it, 
and the name of Egefippus was fpread far and 
wide by the voice of Fame, What a dreadful 
wound to his envious rival ! who, however, en«> 
deavoured to confole himfelf with the hope that 
a pi&ure he was fecretly painting, to place in 
competition with that of his brother-in-law, 
would entirely eclipfe him, and raife his own 
name far above that of Egefippus. This pi&ure 
reprefented an infant Hercules, about ten months 
old, lying with his brother Iphicles, a child of 
the fame age, in the vaft fhield of their father 
Amphitryon, while two monftrous ferpents were 
creeping into the buckler; their green back 
rifing in various folds, and their hideous jaws 
diftilling black poifon. Iphicles, pale and pal- 
pitating with fear, feemed to fcream violently, 
while Hercules, fmiling at having feized the 
ferpents by the throat with his little hands, was 
(hewing them, already dead, to his mother Alc- 
mena, who, with Amphitryon, had flown to their 
children, on hearing the cries of Iphicles. This 
pi&ure was exhibited for fome days, though 
without the name of the artift, by the fide of 

that 
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that of Egefippus : but the Colouring being 
feeble, and the whole deficient in boldnefs of ex- 
prefiion, produced little or no effeft ; and though 
it was talked of for a day, the fpe&ators foon de- 
ftrted it for its rival. This difappointment 
filled Calliftratus with the moft malignant hatred, 
and' he vowed the deftru&ion of Egefippus. 
For this purpofe he difguifed himfelf one 
dark night, and, armed with a poniard, waited 
for him in the ftreet that leads to the Lef- 
cha, where he no fooner appeared than he 
darted upon him, (tabbed him twice, and left 
him weltering in his blood at the foot of a bronze 
ftatueof Mercury. On his return home, his 
wife obferving him pale and wild, anxioufly 
queftioned him : but he gave her no anfwer, 
and ftalked rapidly to and fro, now refting for a 
moment, now fuddenly darting from his feat. 
Alarmed at this violent agitation, (he endea- 
voured to foothe him, and tenderly embraced 
him : but he fullenly repulfed her, and her af- 
fectionate endearments only increafed his fury. 
At this moment they heard a knock at the door. 
It was the dying Egefippus, who came to feek 
an afylum in the houfe of his friend and relation. 
Some pafiengers had found him covered with 
blood, dragging himfelf flowly along, and afked 
v 4 him 



996 ?H2 TRAVEL* OP ANTEKOR 

him whither he would be carried : € To Callif- 
tratus/ faid Egefippus. * He is my brother, 
and will receive my laft breath/ His aflaffiri 
no fooner heard the name of Egefippus than he 
was ftruck with horror and alarm, and went to 
hide himfelf in the dark at the top of the houfe. 
Cleobulina flew to receive her brother, and 
creeping over him, lavilhed on him every care 
^nd attention in her power. In the meanwhile 
Egefippus inquired for Calliftratus, whom he in- 
filled on feeing, and prefling him to his bofom 
before he died. Upon this Cleobulina went to 
feek for him, and brought him, though much 
againft his will, to Egefippus. The traitor em- 
braced his dying friend, dropped the tear of. hy- 
pocrify on his wounds, and even dared to afk 
Jnm what villain had committed this atrocious 
deed, c I know not, my dear friend,' replied 
Egefippus, with a faint and dying voices ( I 
could not difcern him : but I have never of- 
fended any one, at lead willingly, and did not 
deferve this melancholy fate.' — c Yes, my dear 
Egefippus,' exclaimed his murderer, f none but 
a monfter could have thus bafely afiaulted you.' 
While he fpoke thefe words, he bent over him, 
careffed him, and feemed overwhelmed with 
grief. c I die lefs unhappy,' faid Egefippus, 
* fince I breathe my laft in the arms of my friend 

and 
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and brother. Give me your hand j let me prefe 
it for the laft time.' Calliftratus placed his miuv 
dcrous hand in that of his viftim $ and Egefip* 
pus added, ' Weep not for my death, my dear 
Calliftratus : be comforted -, your grief over- 
comes me. Take care of my fifter ; and to 
you, Cleobulina, let me recommend your huf- 
band, who is my beft friend. Adieu ! may you 
be happy !' Thefe were his laft words. The mo- 
ment he expired Calliftratus left him ; and, dif- 
trafted with remorfe, and purfued by the Furies, 
now threw himfelf upon a bed, now ftarted up, 
(truck his hands againft the wall, ftamped with 
his feet, groaned, and tofe his hair and clothes. 
His wife followed him : but feeing him thus 
vehemently agitated, dared not approach him, 
and (huddered with horror. Calliftratus per- 
ceiving her, and being ftill mafter of himfelf, 
compofed his countenance, and walking up to 
her, faid, * You fee how violently the death of fo 
dear a friend afflifts me. I am overwhelmed 
with defpair ! O that I could revenge your 
brother with the blood of his aflaffin ! But 
who is he ? Alas ! I know not.' — 4 You know 
him not ?' cried Jhe : € but I know him I* 
— c You V exclaimed her aftonifhed hufband.— . 
c Yes/ returned .(he, c I know him, and will 
name him. 'Tis you ! *cis you yourfelf ! Now 
1 5 feize 
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fcizc the poniard, ftrikc the affaffin, and no longer 
defile the earth or contaminate the air with 
yourexiftence !' After this dreadful exclama- 
tion fhe fled from her hufband's houfe, and took 
refuge with one of her fitters. The fame night 
Calliftratus quitted Corinth, and from that time 
I have never heard any thing relative to the 
fate of that execrable monfter. No doubt, if 
he has efcaped the vengeance of mankind, the 
thunder of the gods mutt have reduced him to 
afties." 

We all (huddered at this affe&ing hiftory, and 
poured forth imprecations againft the monfter 
Envy, who conftantly purfues men of talents 
either to deftroy them or embitter their exiftence. 

Lafthenia afked Polemon whether he had ever 
been at Corinth : <c Once," faid he, <c feduced 
into the flowery path oflicentioufnefs, I intended 
to have gone there : but now I would not ven- 
ture within the walls of a city, where courtezans 
not only enjoy public honours and confideration, 
but even where the inhabitants pray to Venus to 
preferve them, andincreafe their number." 

The company now requefted Polemon to read 
fome part of a treatife he was writing on the 
manners and cuftoms of Athens, and the charac- 
ter of its inhabitants. " Mod willingly," replied 
the philolbpher ; " efpecially as, in order to give 

it 
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it the laft polifti, I wifh for the fevere ani- 
madverfion of my friends, and the minute 
criticifm of an Ariftarchus. — But Protagoras 
fneezes — May Jupiter fave you !" faid Pole- 
mon, and every one repeated the compliment. 
cc Let us lee," continued Polemon, <f whether 
he is ftill able to eat."— cc Moft undoubtedly," 
replied Protagoras; "and to drink alfo 5" and 
immediately drank off a cup of wine.. " I 
congratulate you," replied Polemon; " for had 
you happened to lofe your appetite at this mo- 
ment, it would have been a very bad omen for 
you."— a I (hould not be more alarmed at it," 
returned Protagoras, " than at feeing the liver 
of an animal appear unfound." Lafthenia afked 
Polemon to give the company fome account of 
freezing, and the origin of the compliment ge- 
nerally ufed on that occafion, as well as the good 
and bad omens arifing from it. " I will readily 
endeavour to fatisfy you on that head," returned 
Polemon ; " for this digreffion will not be foreign 
to the fubjeft of the manners of Athens." 
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CHAP. CVIII. 

The origin of the compliment ufed to thoje who 
Jneeze. 

<c npHE cuftom of faluting thofe who fnceze is 
■* very ancient, and extends over all the 
known world. The mythological account of it 
is, that when Prometheus formed the firft man, 
he ftole fire from heaven, carrying it in a phial, 
which he placed under the nofe of the ftatue to 
make it breathe. The celeftial phlogifton foon 
penetrated into its head, infinuated itfelf through 
the fibres of the brain, and fpread through all 
the venal fyftem i upon which the firft fign of 
life this new being gave was that of fneezing. 
Prometheus, delighted at this fvmptom, imme- 
diately exclaimed, f May the geds blefs you !* 
And this exclamation made fo ftrong an im- 
preflion on the firft of our race, that he ever 
after ufed it on fimilar occafions, and handed it 
down to pofterity. 

" Ariftotle and others have imagined this 
compliment originated in the religious relpeft 
paid in ancient times to the head, as the mod 

diftinguifhed 
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diftinguiflied part of the body, and the abode 
and laboratory of the foul. The Egyptians and 
the Greeks imagine that fneezing is a divine in- 
dication how to aft on different occafions, or a 
prefage of fome fortunate or unfortunate event* 
When Xenophon was haranguing his foldiers, 
one of them happened to fneeze, which the 
whole army took for a favourable fign, and Xe- 
nophon offered a facrifice in gratitude to the 
gods. Alfo when the faithful Penelope prayed 
for the return of Ulyffes, her fon Telcma- 
chus fneezed fo loud, that he is faid to have 
Ihaken the whole palace ; upon which this ten- 
der wife was covinced her vows were heard. 

" Our poets, you know, flatter beautiful 
women by faying that the Loves fneezed at their 
birth. I know a young woman who fneezed as 
lhe wrote to her lover; a circumftance which 
fhe thought fo favourable, that fhe no longer 
doubted of his love and fidelity. We Greeks 
fay to thofe who fneeze, May you live ! or 
Jupiter /aveyou ! and many people, when they 
happen to fneeze, make the fame ejaculation 
for themfelves. 

€< We fhould always confider the time and 

* hour of the day at which we fneeze. If a vifitor 

fneeze at table, and leave off eating, it is a bad 

omen ; and he whofneezes when he riles in the 

morning 



3<32 THE TRAVELS Or ANTENOR 

morning is threatened with fome misfortune in. 
the courfe of the day. The mod propitious time 
for fneezingis from noon to midnight, and when 
the moon is in the Ggn of the bull, the lion, the 
fcalcs, the goat, or the filh. In the other conftel* 
lations of the zodiac it is inaufpicious. 

<c But if you wi(h to know my own idea on 
the origin of thefc compliments, I am of opinion 
that freezing is an evacuation of the brain, a 
proof of its healthy ftate, and of a fufficiency of 
natural heat and ftrength. In this point of view, 
therefore, it deferves a compliment. Other 
phyficians pretend that it is a violent and dan- 
gerous convulfion of the brain. If this were 
true, though I by no means believe it, nothing 
could be more proper than to exprefs our good 
wiflics on the occaGon ; and our hopes that this 
convulfion may produce no fatal confluences. 

<c This is all I have been able to colle& rela- 
tive to that ancient cuftom. The refult is lim- 
ply that at prefent we cannot fneezc without ce- 
remony. But ihouid this cuftom ceafe, I (hall 
fubmit to the change with perfect readincis *. I 

will 

• The fallowing is the doctrine of the Rabbins on the fob- 
jc&. At the creation God Uid down a law that crtij nan 
Ihould fnecac but once in his Hie, namely, when be died ; 
the only kind of deatb known tEl the time 
Tbat wife patriarch, bowcrcr, hanbkd him- 

felf 
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will now read you fome fragments relative to the 
manners of this city, which I fhall open as chance 
directs." So faying, he unfolded his tablets, 
and read as follows. 



felf before God, and prayed that he might be excufed 
from dying in this manner. His prayer was heard, and he 
fneezed without dying, to the great aftoniftiment of all thofe 
who- heard him. After this Jacob fell ill, which was an ad* 
ditional caufe of wonder ; for till then no other fpecies of ill- 
nefs was known than the final and fatal fneeze. Hence 
men imagined Nature had changed her laws, and therefore 
thought fit ever after to fay to thofe who fneeze, " God blefr 
you I" 

Almoft all the nations of the earth have a fimilar cuftom. 
Thus the Romans, in particular, moft fcrupuloufly adhered to 
that of always faying, on thofe occafions, " Salve," which 
correfponds with the £j0* or Zw ewor of the Greeks. 

When the king of Monomotapa fneezes, it is publicly 
proclaimed, and the whole city re-echoes with cries and ac- 
clamations of " Long live the king !" 

" In America, when the cacique of Guacaja fneezed/* 
' fays the author of the Conqueft of Florida, " all the Indians 
bowed down and proftrated themfelves before him, railing 
their hands towards heaven, 2nd praying to the fun to protect 
and enlighten their fovereign, and conftantly to accompany 
him," 
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CHAP. CIX. 

Manners of the Athenians. 

€€ A THENS ? s a Clt 7 that abounds in genius^ 
«** grandeur, ficklcncfs, inconftancy, and 
fa&ions. It contains about thirty thoufand in- 
habitants, cxclufive of flaves. The Athenians 
pique themfelves on their elegance, and are ex- 
tremely fond of luxury. Like women, they 
wear embroidered clothes, paint their fkins, 
friz their hair, perfume themfelves with ef- 
fences and the moft delicious odours, wear pen- 
dants in their cars, carry mirrors in their pockets, 
and have a complete drefiing eftablifhment. 
They complain of vapours, megrims, and ner- 
vous affe&ions ; and the young men of falhion 
not only make fupper parties with courtezans, 
but pafs the whole day with them in public 
places, and the fhops of the perfumers, gold- 
fmiths and barbers, which are open to every one. 
There they lounge to hear the news, of which 
every Athenian is extremely greedy, and amufe 
themfelves with ridiculing each other. They 
are naturally fatirical, and treat facred and pro- 

pbane 
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phane fubjefls with equal levity. They pafs the 
day in vifiting, walking, and at the theatres, 
and their moft ferious occupations are attending 
the facrifices and feafts of the gods, the affem- 
blies of the people, or exhibiting their moft 
fafliionable dreffes at the Prytineum. Some- 
times they crowd to the Odeum, to hear the 
bad mufic performed at that theatre, and to 
fee the pantomime of lafcivious dances, inde- 
cent geftures, and fcenes of courtlhip. Youths, 
men, magiftrates, and philofophers, almoft all 
perfons in eafy circumftances, purfue this courfe 
of life. Formerly moft of the Athenians walked 
barefoot ; but Alcibiades has introduced a new 
kind of fandal, which has been adopted by aU 
people of faflijon, and is worn without (lockings. 
Much feledt company and much inftru&ive con- 
verfation is metwith under the different porticoes, 
and the people affemble, efpecially in winter, at 
the public baths. There are alfo baths in pri- 
vate houfes, which are ufed after walking, and 
before meals. When travelling, the Athenians 
only cover their head with a large hat, the fides 
of which are turned up. They ufually go on foot 
in the city and environs, and carry a cane : but 
of late the rich have ufed cars or litters, drawn 
by white mules, of great value, from Sicyon or 
the Peloponnefus. . At Athens a cook is a 
V9L. in. x very 
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" In their perfons the Athenians unite great; 
ftrength and beauty. The fined children are 
born in the tribe of Colyttus, where they fpeak 
fooner than in any other parts. We owe thcfe 
advantages to the falubrity of the air, and the 
admirable pofition of the mountains, which de~ 
fend us from the impetuofity of the north wind, 
and the humidity of that from the weft. The*« 
inhabitants are generally long-lived, and fubjeft 
to no endemic diforder. The habitual ufe of 
honey, which abounds here, and furpaffes that of 
any other country, contributes alfo very much to 
their health, and is a certain proof of the falu- 
brity of the air, and of the exhalations and va- 
pours that pervade it ; for it is at the feafon 
when the bees are at work that the perforation 
is moft rapid. The Athenians receive very, 
ftrong impreffions from all external objefts^ 
and in them every thing feems endued with ex-, 
preflion j not only their countenances and looks, 
but all their geftures and attitudes. The rapid, 
motion of their blood and animal fpirits gives 
them that adlivity of mind and force of concep- 
tion which accelerate the procefs of thought; 
and it has been obferved, that at Athens men 
fpeak more in a fingle day than at Sparta in a 
year. 

" The Athenians endeavour to maintain their 
health and agility by a frequent ufe of ftoves, for 

the 
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the invention of which we are indebted to the 
celebrated Medea. It was her apparatus of fire 
and cauldrons that led the people to imagine (h« 
reftored men to youth by boiling them ; a tale 
which was the more readily believed, as Medea 
endeavoured to miflead the phyficians, and 
kept her invention a profound fecret. The 
ftory of the death of Pelias is but a popular 
fable. The fadt was, he died by fuffocation in 
the bath*. 

• Pelias, the ufurper of the kingdom of Iolchos, being 
warned by an oracle to beware of one of the defendants df 
JEolus who fhould come to his court with one foot fhod and the 
other bare, was jealous of Jafon, the lawful heir, who bad 
loft one of his lhoes in eroding a river, and whofe uncommon 
drefs and commanding afpedl had excited the admiration of 
his fubje&s. When Jafon, therefore, demanded the kingdom, 
Peliastold him he would voluntarily refignit,if the former would 
firft go to Colchos to avenge the death of Phryxus the fon of 
Athamas, whom Metes had cruelly murdered. During his 
abfence, his father iEfon was reftored to the vigor of youth 
by the magic of Medea, to the great aftonifhment of the in- 
habitants of Iolchos ; and the daughters of Pelias expreffing a 
wifh to fee their father's infirmities vanifhby the fame power- 
ful arts, Medea, to avenge the injuries of her hufband Jafon, 
ftill farther excited the eagemefs of the Peliades, by cutting 
an old ram to pieces, boiling it in a cauldron, and thus turn- 
ing it into a fine young lamb. Having beheld this fucceff- 
ful experiment, the Peliades cut their father's body in pieces,- 
after having drawn out the blood from his veins, on the af- 
furance that Medea would reftore him by her incantations. 
The limbs were immediately put into a cauldron, of boiling 
water : but Medea fufFered the flefh to be totally confumed, 
and refufed the promifed afliftance. T. N. 

x 3 "At 
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" At eighteen ye^frs of age the Athenians enrol 
their names, and tike ah oath to ferve the re- 
public till their fixtieth year*. None but citi- 
zens, however, are permitted to take the oath. 
Of thefe there are at prefent twenty thou- 
sand, ten thoufand ftrangers, and about forty 
thoufand domeftics or (laves f. The govern- 
vernment fuperintends the education of the 
youth, and the Gymnafia or Pakeftrae. Thefc 
are places appropriated both for corporeal and 
intellectual exercifes, particularly dancing, which 
gives a certain eafe and elegance, as well as a 
noble air to the body ; and mufic, which calms 
the paffions and foftens the roughnefs of youth. 
The latter, however, is now grown fo licentious, 
that, like dancing, it is one of the chief caufes 
of the prefent diffolutenefs of manners. 
Riding and military evolutions alfo form a part 
of the exercifes of youth. With regard to thole 
of the miad, they have matters who teach them 
profody, fyntax, and the pronunciation of our 

• At Sparta the age for bearing arms was from thirty till 
fixty ; and thofe who were above or under thofe ages mounted 
guard in the city ; flaves never being armed but on very 
urgent occafions. The troops amounted only to ten thou* 
fand. 

f The Athenians had hired fervants, who were freemen, 
and flaves, who were either prifoners of war, or purchafed 
of flave-merchants, by whom they were imported chiefly 
from Phrygia and Myfia. 

language, 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 311 

language, and point out to them the various 
beauties that form an elegant ftyle. Hence 
arifea that delicate tafte, that love of fine 
poetry, With which the Athenians are fo fond of 
enriching their memory, and for which they are 
fo highly admired and beloved by foreign 
nations. 

" But the talent to which they pay the.moft 
enthufiaftic attention is that of eloquence ; by 
which they rife to the higheft honours and the 
greateft celebrity. 

<c -ffifchines, one of our firft omors, is 
fixteen years older than Demofthenes, with 
whom he contended for the palm of eloquence 2 
but the people having decfeed the latter a crown 
of gold, iEfchines afcended the tribune to attack 
Ctefiphon, the propofer of that decree, and De- 
mofthenes defended him. Here the two rivals 
difputed for viftory with the greateft energy, and 
difplayed all the rich powers of their genius. 
^Efchines, however, loft the day, and was con- 
demned to banilhment : but the generous De- 
mofthenes, fo far from prefuming, on his vi&ory, 
to increafe the fhame and affliction of his van- 
quilhed rival, went to meet him as he was quit- 
ting Athens, and offered him his purfe, which he 
obliged him to accept. iEfchines was fo much 
affetted with this kind a&ion, that he forgave 
x 4 him 
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him his triumph, and exclaimed, c How can I 
fufficiently efteem a country, where I leave 
enemies fo generous, that I defpair of finding 
elfewhere friends who (ball equal them/ 

cc It is a well-known fad that Demofthenes 
fhuts himfelf up for feveral years in a fubterra- 
neous cavern ; and that to avoid being tempted 
to quit it, he has one half of his head fhaved ; and 
there, by the glimmering light of a fmalllamp, 
compofes his immortal harangues. 

" The fchool of Ifocrates, like the Trojan 
horfe, poured forth a torrent of eloquent ora- 
tors and illuftrious charaflers. When fpeak- 
ing of that great man, we ought not to forget 
that he alone dared to wear mourning for So* 
crates, in the very face of the people who were 
his aflafiins *. The youth of Athens alfo culti- 
vate the tree of philofophy: but beneath its 
(hade a crowd of falfe philofophers arife, who 
abound in cavils and paralogifms, as if decked 
with patches from the cloak of a fage, and ad- 
vancing his maxims and opinions, infulate and 
diftort them to their own abfurd and foolifli 
fyftems ; affeding to talk of humanity, difinte- 
reftednefs, liberty, and patriotifm -, thofe im- 

• The Athenians erefted two ftatues to Ifocrates, and on 
his maufoleum a column forty feet high, on which was placed 
a fyreo» as a fymbol of his feduclWc eloquence. 

portant 



^ 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 313 

portant virtues which they defile with their 
breath, as the Harpies infedled with their touch 
the repaft of Phineus. The manners of this 
city are already confiderably changed. The 
love of pleafure has banifhed the enthufiafm of 
the nobler paflions, and apathy and indifference 
fucceeded to the love of glory. Avarice and 
the thirft of gain have acquired fo great an af- 
cendancy, that the following line of Ariftopha- 
nes is become quite proverbial, 

' And dying, dill extends his hand for more, 9 

A bad fyftem of philofophy, which refers every 
thing to fenfual pleafure, boldly propagates its 
fatal maxims at the public theatre. The poet 
Alexis is the firft who has ventured to promul- 
gate thofe Epicurean principles *• « Why do you 
talk/ fays he, c of the Lycseum, the Academy, 
and the Portico, mere amufements of fopbifts, 
utterly deftitute of every thing folid ? Let us 
eat and drink, and enjoy the pleafures of the 
table, for nothing can be more grateful to the 

* Here Pole m on was miftaken. Epicurus, who lived on 
water and the fimpleft food, was admired by Cicero as an ex- 
ample of abftinence ; and though he was of opinion that the 
fenfes are the origin of all our knowledge, he taught, that 
virtue was the only road to happinefs ; to live on a little, the 
greateft riches ; and the pleafures of the mind far fuperior 
|o tbpfe of the body. T. N* 

heart. 
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heart. Virtue, honours, and dignities ! ye are 
but unfubftantial dreams ; for Death will come 
at the appointed time, and paralyfe and deflroy 
you. All that we can call our own, or carry 
*with us away, is what we eat and drink ; for 
what now are Pericles, Codrus, and Miltiades ? 
Alas ! mere fenfelefs afhes !' — What depravity ! 
what an execrable fyftem of morals ! and yet this 
lyftem is publifhed under the countenance of the 
magiftrates ! Here we often fee wifdom and mag;* 
nanimity aflbciated with folly and bafenefs, liberty 
with tyranny, aufterity with licentioufnefs. f Tis 
the philofophy of Anaxagoras and Socrates 
clouded with the paradoxes and fubtleties of the 
fophifts. Athens is now as much the Jchool of 
pleafure and of vice as of literature and philofo- 
phy." 

After this long fragment, which Polemon read 
with energy and vehemence, we requefted him 
to repofe himfelf ; upon which he drank fomc 
water, and eat a morfelof meat. 

When he had done, Lafthenia aflced him if, 
in his picture of the manners of Athens, he had 
entirely forgotten the women ? " By no means," 
faid Polemon. " My pifture would be totally 
incomplete, and far lefs intcrefting. But to 
ftudy and to know them requires more perfpi- 
cacity and a clofcr investigation $ for here we 

mult 
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xnuft endeavour to peep behind the mafk. As 
yet I have but fketched the outline of the por- 
trait, of which I will read you fome detached 
paflages. 

" The women of Athens endeavour to avoid 
the dreadful difgrace I have already mentioned 
with regard to their drefs, by adopting the molt 
ruinous luxury and the moft extravagant fafhions. 
Never did any civilized nation make fo much 
ufc of paint. They blacken their eyebrows and 
the pupils of their eyes* paint their cheeks and 
lips with the juice of the orchanet*, and cover 
their bofoms and their faces with white paint. 
This they lay on fo thick, that almoft all women 
appear alike, thus baniflring from their counte- 
nances that variety which is the fpring of indivi- 
dual attachment, and fatiguing the eye with an 
uniformity of delufive charms. They carry 
their rage for fine ftiapes fo far as to bind them- 
felves extremely tight, diminilh, by failing, 
the flow of the nutritious juices, and employ 
aftringent and ferruginous powders to prevent 
the too great increafe of their bofoms ; at the 
feme time ftrongly compreffing their bodies 
about the waift. A fmall forehead being con- 
fidered a great beauty, they cover that fea- 

• This plant yields a red colour, fomewhat paler than 
Ciimfon. 

ture 
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ture with curls which almoft touch their eye- 
brows, adorn their hair with yellow powder, 
and crown themfelves with flowers. Their 
fhoes are very high, confiding of a landal or 
fole fattened on with clafps or bands. With 
women of rank this part of their drefs is of gold. 
Theophraftus ufed to fay that we ought to 
judge of women, between thefe ornaments and 
the decorations of their head, as we meafurc a 
fifli from the head to the tail. They make ufe 
of fans, and only go out veiled. Women of 
diftin&ion are prohibited by the law from ap- 
pearing in the ftrcets during the day, except 
when bufinefs of importance requires, on which 
occafion they are attended by (laves, who (hade 
them from the fun with ivory umbrellas; and at 
night they never go out without being attended 
by a flave, carrying a torch. They cannot ap- 
pear at public feftivals without being furround- 
ed by eunuchs, Ethiopians, or female flaves, 
who are fometimes their own property, fome- 
times hired for the occafion. They have an 
unbounded pafiion for the moft uncommon and 
curious birds. With regard to their manners, 
even the fe verity of our laws cannot reprefs their 
fondnefs for coquetry and intrigue ; and the re- 
ftraints of jealoufy ferve but to increafe the ar- 
dour of their imaginations. Amidft the va- 
cuity 
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cuity of leifure, the charms of perpetual amufe- 
ment, and the folicitations of a voluptuous 
climate, their minds are wholly devoted to the 
feduftive intricacies of love, or the artifices- 
of perfonal decoration. Thus all their ideas of 
virtue, every thing that appears defirable in 
life, confifts in throwing the myfterious veil of 
fecrecy over their intrigues." 

<c You do not fpare us," exclaimed Lafthc- 
nia. " I allure you, however, I fhall under- 
take the defence of my fex j for though I can- 
not deny fome irregularity in their conduft, 
yet the example of the men extenuates our 
faults. Moft hufbands think only of perpetu- 
ating their name by the children their wives 
may give them. In fa£t, they marry chiefly 
that their domeftic concerns may be properly 
fuperintended, and keep their attentions, their 
endearments, and their carefles for the courte- 
zans they maintain." — " We ought not," re- 
plied Polemon, " to wonder at the influence 
of thefe women on the public morals. They 
are better educated, more informed, and fpeak 
the language with more purity than the ladies 
of Athens, and they frequent the fchools of phi- 
lofophy ; while the education of women in ge- 
neral is fo grofsly negledted, that the Graces, 
inftead of attending their fteps, fly their 

prefence. 
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prefence. As Sappho ufcd to fay, c They 
bave not gathered the rofes of Pamaflus, and 
therefore will be unknown during their lives, 
and forgotten after death. They will pafs from 
undiftinguifhed infignificance to the eternal ob- 
fcurity of the tomb*" 
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CHAP. CX. 

Crates.— Anecdotes. — Hi/lory of the Amazons. 

Protagoras now informed us the magiftratcs 
had decreed that the cynic Crates fhould be 
maintained in the Prytaneum ; upon which we 
all exclaimed againft the decree in favour of a 
man who was totally ufelefs to the ftate. " On 
the contrary," faid Protagoras, " he deferves 
better of the republic than you imagine. He 
is the mediator and judge of all domeftic dif- 
putes, and particularly exerts himfelf to reconcile 
the difagreements of hufbands and wives. He 
has lately performed this kind office to the 
phyfician Nicomachus, who was at variance with 
his wife Praxila. This jealous hulband having 
imprudently returned from the affembly of the 
people before it broke up, caught Praxcla and 
Myfon in the very fa&. Boiling with rage, the 
injured hufband inftantly feized his poniard and 
ruflied upon the rival; but Praxila cried out, 
c He did not feduce me, he ufed force/ — c Yes/ 
faid Myfon, c and I claim the benefit of the law.* 
Thefe words arretted the arm of Nicomachus; 
for you know the law allows the hufband 

to 
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to kill the paramour of his wife if he furprifes 
him in the faft ; but renders him guilty of 
murder if the wife declares that it was by vio- 
lence and not by feduftion that he accomplifticd 
his triumph.'* 

I obferved, that this law appeared to me 
very abfurd j but Protagoras replied! that on the 
contrary, it was a very wife inftitution : cc for," 
faid he, c< the arts of fedu&ion are far more 
dangerous, becaufe far more eafy to be employed, 
than force, which can very rarely be fuccefsfal. 
In the latter cafe, however, the hufband is 
allowed to repudiate his wife, and the gallant is 
condemned to a confiderable fine, which is paid 
to the hufband, Nicomachus," continued he, 
cc was fo much enraged that he would not in the 
lead relax from the utmoft rigour of the law, 
and Praxila feemed to be irretrievably ruined : 
for fhe would have been excluded from all 
religious ceremonies, would no longer have the 
privilege of decorating her perfon, and eyery 
one might infult her and tear her cloaths with 
impunity. In this diftre fs (he applied to Crates, 
who was in habits of intimacy with her hufband, 
and promifed his kind offices. Accordingly he 
went to Nicomachus, who was ftill full of 
vengeance and fury. c I fhall not^ttempt/ 
faid Crates, c to confole you by the example of 

other 
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Other men, or of the gods, or by that fatality which 
always fows fortie tares in the field of hymen : 
but tell me whofe virtue is moft firm — his who 
walks with unfufpedting confidence to the edge 
of the precipice, or his who having once been 
fhipwrecked knows and avoids the rock on which 
he fplit before ? A Spartan once devoted him- 
fclf to voluntary death in battle, becaufe at Ther- 
mopylae fome momentary weaknefs prevented 
him from facrificing his life : and who can pre^ 
fumptuoufly fay, he fliall be uniformly virtuous ? 
^rhat ftoic fo infallible that he can engage never 
to deviate from the path of virtue ? Weaknefs is 
as infcparable from human nature as gravity 
from matter/ Nicomachus treated this reafon- 
ing as a mere paralogifm ; declaring) ' that man is 
born free ; that the will alone determines us 
towards- good or bad a&ions, and that we arc 
always virtuous when we are determined to be 
fo/ Crates now perceived that his arguments 
and his felicitations were loft, and that he 
muft recur to other weapons to (hake the refolu- 
tion of this injured hufband. The following was 
the method he employed. He applied to the 
courtezan NaVs, a womgn in whom youth and 
beauty were combined with uncommon addrefs, 
and who came to his houfe as a niece lately 
arrived at Athens on account of her health. 
vol. in. - y She 
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She was drefled in a plain and modeft ftyle, 
and affe&ed the air and manner of a fimplc* 
bafhful village maid. Thus prepared at home, 
Crates went to Nicomachus, fpoke to him of 
the illnefs of his niece, and requefted him to 
come and fee her. A phyfician has little need 
of folicitation toexercife his (kill, efpecially when 
the objeft is a beautiful young woman. Nico- 
machus, therefore, immediately haftened to hi& 
new patient who was lying on a bed apparently 
languifliing in extreme pain. The fon of JEku- 
lapius felt her pulfe, and finding it weak, irreguw 
lar, and intermitting, inquired, c whether (he 
had any pain and dizzinefs in her head V (be 
faid (he had : c Any vapours ?'— c Yes,' (he im* 
mediately replied. ' Cramps and uneafinefs in 
her legs ?' — c Yes/ (he anfwered again. c Sudden 
alarms?'— « Yes, frequently/ faid (he. c *Ti$ 
enough, lovely Nais/ refumed the phyfician, 
c I know the caufe of your diforder and ftiall foon 
cure you. We mull begin, however, by amufing 
and diverting your mind. In your fituation 
mirth and pleafure are the chief fpecifics/ Pre- 
fently after Nicomachus, fmiling, faid to her 
pretended uncle, afide, that his niece's diforder 
was an hyfteric affe&ion, arifing from the new 
born fenfations of love, and that he ought as foon 
as poffiblc to procure her a hufband. * I will 

attend 
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attend to it/ replied Crates, fmiling alfo ; c but 
in the mean while you mud find fome palliatives, 
and come and fee her frequendy.' Nicomachus 
ordered her feet to be bathed, and prefcribed a 
milk and vegetable diet, after which he took his 
leave, and promifed to return in the evening. 
At that time he found Nais only attended by a 
female fiavc, who immediately withdrew. His 
patient received him with that fmik of pleafure 
excited by the prefcnee of a phyfician in whom 
we place impKcit confidence, and that bafhful joy 
attending the interviews of love, A light tranf- 
parent drefs half unveiled the mod beautiful of 
forms, and fuffered the eye to wanton among the 
charms of her fnowy bofom. A foft and gentle 
light prevailed in her chamber, and the lovely 
Nai's often caft a languilhing look from her 
beauteous eyes at her dear iEfculapius, who in a 
tumult of agitation prefcribed an inconfiftenc 
variety of medicines, and Hammered out con- 
tradiftory advice. She complained of a violent 
cholic, and as Nicomachus anxioufly applied 
his hand to the feat of the diforder, Nai's fighed, 
oppofed a feeble refiftance, till at length Nico- 
machus, overpowered with paffion, rulhed into 
her arms, _on which Nai's fcreamed, and Crates 
fuddenly appeared. What a dreadful fecne ! 
every one fecmed thunder-ftruck J yet every one 
y 2 was 
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was filentl c What do I fee?' at length ex- 
claimed the cynic, c what, you ? the man who is 
always matter of himfelf! and whofe will is 
always free ! you who are fo inexorable to the 
faults of others ! do you thus abufe my con- 
fidence, and feduce and violate the facred inno- 
cence of youth ?' Nicomachus would willingly 
have hid himfelf in the bowels of the earth— at 
length, however, partly recovering from his 
ftupor, he attempted to excufe himfelf, but 
hefitated and ftammered, and was totally un- 
intelligible. Crates now took compaflion on 
his embarraflment, and after fome further re- 
proaches faid, that more philofophical and 
more indulgent than Nicomachus he would con- 
fent to forgive him and conceal his crime, 
provided he in his turn would forgive the fame 
weaknefs in his wife, and remit the fine he 
had demanded of Myfon. Nicomachus was 
too happy to obtain his pardon on thefe terms, 
which he eagerly accepted, and thus peace was 
reftored. 

" The fame Crates once faid to Gorgias the 
fophift, who was exhorting the Greeks to unr- 
verfal and perpetual peace among themfelves, 
4 How can you expedt to reconcile fuch oppofite 
interefts, when you cannot even maintain peace 

in 
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Hi your own family, though it confifts but of 
three individuals, yourklf, your wife, and a 
(lave !" 

Protagoras was now filent, and Polemon 
related to us the melancholy cataftrophe of Ly- 
fias, a philofopher whofe mind was enriched 
and adorned with a large flock of knowledge 
and erudition, but having the misfortune to 
lofe his wife he was fo ftrongly affli&ed that 
his memory was fuddenly paralyfed; and though 
his two daughters are continually calling him 
by name, and tenderly embracing him, he 
does not know them, but flares at them wildly, 
and reje&s their endearments. c< I was my- 
^1^" added he, "a witnefs to this affli&ivc 
fcene." 

cc I know not," continued he, cc whether you 
are acquainted with Hyllus, the Theflalian, who 
arrived here a decade and a half ago: he is a 
philologift, a fophifl, a phyfician, and a great 
talker. He related to me an amufing anecdote 
which happened to him with Dionyfius the elder 
of Syracufe. That tyrant, who, like all others, 
was a conftant prey to his fears and fufpicions, 
complaining one day in the prefence of his 
courtiers of the number of plots by which he 
was furrounded, Hyllus being prefent faid, 
' Give mc a talent, and I will communicate to 
y j you 
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you a fecrct by which you will difcovcr every 
one who confpires againft you. Dionyfius 
promifed him the money provided his fecret " 
was infallible: upon which Hyllus took him 
afide and faid, c Give me the talent forthwith, 
and then the confpirators being convinced I 
have enabled you to difcovcr them will no 
longer dare to plot againft you.' pionyfius was 
pleafed with his ingenuity and addrefs, and cal- 
ling his treafurer ordered him to give a talent 
to Hyllus." 

c< I can relate," faid Damo, cc an anecdote of 
Philip king of Macedon, which is perhaps 
equally amufing with that Polemon has juft told, 
Philip having made a confiderable number of 
prifoners of war, ordered them to be fold by 
au&ion in his prefence. He was fitting in a chair, 
and his robe being inadvertently in an indecent 
fituation, one of the prifoners perceiving it, cried 
out when put up for fale, c Philip, I demand my 
liberty, for I am a friend both of you and your 
family.' — c In what refpeft,' faid Philip, < and 
whence does this friendfhip between us arife ?'-— 
t If you wifti to know/ replied the (lave, c I will 
whifper it in your ear.' Upon this the king 
ordering him to be brought forward, the prifoner 
told him what he had obferved, and Philip, 

pleafed 
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pleated with the delicate and ingenious mode in 
which he had fpoken of it, immediately ordered 
him to be liberated, faying, c It is true he is one 
of my friends, although I had forgotten the 
circumftance.' 

After thefe anecdotes Polemon afkcd me, 
whether in my travels in Afia I had feen the 
river Thermodon *, and the celebrated Ama- 
zons who inhabit its banks, or their intre- 
pid queen Penthefilea, who fought fo valiant- 
ly at the fiege of Troy, or Antiope, called 
alfo Hippolyte, who ventured to attack Her- 
cules, and being conquered and taken prifoner 
by him, married Thefeus, and befcame the 
mother of Hippolytus. " No," faid I, " I have 
not been fo far as the Thermodon, but in tra- 
veling Gappadocia I inquired concerning the 
exiftence and manners of that celebrated nation 
of women. Some hiftorians pretend that they 
fuffer no man to live among them, but once a 
year go to the frontiers of their territory to meet 
thofe of the neighbouring countries, and that 
when they are delivered of children they keep 
the girls and fend the boys to their fathers. It 
is added, that they burn the right bread in 

• The Thcrmodon 15 a river of Cappadocia -which falls 
into the Euxine Sea. 

Y 4 ordej- 
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order to draw the bow with more freedom 
and hurl the javelin with more force *, preferv- 
ing the other to fuckle their children. With- 
out pretending to be a critic, thefe ftories 
appear to me very doubtful j at lead I think 
the truth has been much embellifhed with fic- 
tion. But the tradition which I efteem moft 
probable, is what I heard from an old man 
of that country, and on whofe veracity I could 
depend, 

<c The Greeks having carried war and devalua- 
tion into the heart of their dominions, where they 
completely defeated them, and having carried off 
a number of prifoners on board their vefiels, had 
no fooner got out to fea than thefe heroines rofe 
upon their conquerors, maflacred them and took 
poffeffion of the fhips -, but being ignorant of 
navigation they were driven along by the winds 
and the waves till they arrived at Cremnos on 
the Palus Maeotis f , a city inhabited by a free 
nrtion of Scythians. Here they made an in- 
curfion into the country, which they laid wafte, 

* Hence their name, Amazons, is now derived from » 9 non, 
and^pa^a, mamma* 

f Now the fea of Afoph or Zaback, 

while 
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while the Scythians, aftonifhed at the prowefs of 
thefe unknown enemies, who feemed to have come 
down from heaven or fprung from the ocean, 
took up arms to oppofc them : when difcovering 
the fex of their antagonifts by the bodies of the 
killed, they held a council of war, and determined 
no longer to engage with them in hoftile combat. 
They chofe out an equal number of young men, 
whom they fent to encamp near them with 
orders to avoid giving them battle, but on the 
contrary to win them over and gain their friend- 
fliip and affections, hoping that by forming con- 
nexions with thefe heroines they might have a 
robuft and warlike offspring. The youth who 
were chofen for this purpofe conformed exactly 
to the inftru&ions they had received; and the 
Amazons perceiving their antagonifts had no 
wifli to injure them, remained in a ftate of in- 
active fecurity. In the meanwhile the two 
camps daily approximated towards each other, 
and the Scythians obferved that from time 
to time an Amazon quitted the camp, ibme- 
times alone, fometimes attended by one of her 
companions. One of the former having watched 
them, as a falcon watches a dove, and at length 
perceiving one of thefe female warriors ftraying 
into a wood, purfued and overtook her j upon 
whicbj inftead of flying or r^pulfing him, fhe re- 
ceived 
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recived him with a fmile of plcafure. As they had 
no common language they fpoke by geftures, 
and anfwered in reciprocal glances, till at length 
nature converted thefe enemies into friends, and 
united them in the clofeft bonds of love* The 
Amazon was fo well pleafed with this interview 
that fhe gave her conqueror to underftand fhe 
would return to the fame fpot the next day* 
together with one of her companions, and in- 
vited him to do the fame, accompanied by a 
friend, which he pronrifed to do. When he 
returned to the camp he related his adventure, 
and with one of his comrades kept his appoint* 
ment on the following day. They were met 
by the Amazon and one of her friends, both 
young and beautiful, and the time paffed as 
happily as before, 

" Thus by degrees the young Scythians fubdued 
all thefe female warriors, who, however courage- 
ous in battle, readily yielded to the arms of love, 
and becoming mutually attached, the two camps 
foon united, each Scythian taking for his wife her 
whofe favours he had obtained. When they be- 
gan to understand each other's language, the 
former propofed to their wives to join the reft of 
the nation and live together ; but the Amazons 
anfwered, that it would be impoffible for them 
to agree with the women of the country. c Our 

cuftoms/ 
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cuftoms/ faid they, c arc too oppofite to theirs 9 
we draw the bow, throw the javelin, and ride 
on horfeback, but are wholly anaccuftomed to 
the ufual employments of our fcx. Your women 
on the contrary are ignorant of every thing but 
their domeftic occupations, and pafs almoft the - 
whole of their time in chariots*; but fince 
you are defirous of continuing our union and 
drawing it clofcr, let us leave this country and 
fettle beyond the Tanais. To this the Scy- 
thians confented, and after eroding that river 
marched during three days to the eaftward till 
they arrived in the country which they now in- 
habit, under the name of Sauromatae or Sarma- 
tians. The women ftill adhere to their ancient 
cuftoms, riding on horfeback or hunting, fome- 
times alone, fometirnes with their hufbands, 
whom they alfo accompany in war. The dreis of 
both fexes is alike, and it is an eftablifhed rule* 
that no girl can be married till fhe has killed an 
enemy. Hence many of them grow old and 
die without enjoying the privilege of matrU 
mony." 

* Thefe were the Scythians called Nomades, whofe wives 
pafled their time in carriages, while the men rode on horfe-v 
back at the head of their flocks of flieep and herds of oxen 
and horfes, continuing no longer in one place than they 
found plenty of herbage for their cattle. 

9 After 
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After thefc various narratives, Damo and 
Lafthenia recited fcenes and verfes from feveral 
of the poets. Poltmon, fpeaking of the pleafure 
we mutually received in this party, faid, " that a 
wife man fliould never imitate the vulgar, who 
wait till the feafts of Saturn, Bacchus, or Minerva, 
to take their fill of enjoyment. The foul," faid 
he, c< at all times naturally purfues pleafing and 
agreeable' objefts. When we hear the fweet 
harmony of mufic, and the melodious fongs of 
birds s when we contemplate the pure azure of 
heaven, or a fmiling and beautiful profpeft 
diverfified with youthful animals gaily fporting 
on the grafs, we feem to expand with joy, 
and to thrill with the livelieft fenfations of 
heartfelt pleafure and delight. Let us leave it 
to the wicked and morofe to complain of life 
and calumniate its enjoyments. Carneades 
has faid, c as boxes, in which perfumes have 
been preferved, retain their fmell long after they 
are emptied, fo a wife man retains the re- 
membrance of his virtuous actions which render 
him happy during the whole of his exiftence. 
Yes/ exclaimed that philofopher, c this world 
is a temple worthy the majefty of a fupreme 
God, and life a perpetual feaft to the man of 
virtue." 

On 
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On this fubjedt Polcmon repeated fome lines 
written by Solon in his old age; cc for," faid he, 
cc that grave legiflator was as much a friend to 
pleafure as to order and the laws. 

May Bacchus (till renew his rapt'rous fire, 
Young Cupid fport around my hoary age, 

The Mufe ftill charm me with her heavenly lyre, 
Till crowa'd' with flowers, I gaily quit the ftage l" 
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CHAP. CXI. 

Defer tpt ion of Athens. — Pur chafe of a JIave.— 
Timon the mifantbropift.—A public entertain- 
ment. — "The environs of Athens. ^^Mordjyfiem 
of Lajihenia. 

At night Lafthenia invited mc to accompany 
her the next day to the city, where flic 
Was about to purchafe a flave. We fet off very 
early in the morning, and entered Athens by the 
road that leads to the Academy, and which is 
planted with cypreffes. " Here,** faid Lafthe- 
nia, " you can fcarcely take a fingle ftep without 
walking' over the aflies of a hero. There/* con- 
tinued fbe, <c are the altars of the Mules, of 
Mercury, of Hercules, and of Minerva. That* 
large olive-tree, to your right* is the fecond that 
arofein Attica. Thofe are the tombs of Thra- 
fybulus, of Pericles, of Chabrias, and of Phor- 
mio. There are the cenotaphs of our brave 
warriors who have died in batde j and on the 
columns near them are engraved their names and 
countries." As we entered Athens, I faid to 
her, " Your city appears to me very ill- built. 

The 
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The ftreets are narrow crooked, and extremely 
irregular, and the houfes are in general 
mean and inconvenient. Thefe external ftair- 
>cafes and proje&ing upper ftories disfigure the 
appearance of the buildings, intercept the light> 
and confine the circulation of the air. Thofe 
hermae of ftone, in a cubic form, at the doors 
tff the houfes, alfo offend the eye. I prefer 
thofe altars covered with turf, that ftand clofe 
to them, and which are much more pleafing 
objetts. I obferve, too, that you have but 
one fountain*, though it is true its place is 
in fome meafure fupplied by wells and cit- 
terns."— "At your laft vifit to Athens," faid 
Laltheuia, Cf you did not make fuch minute ob- 
fervations. It is evident that three years of tra- 
velling have improved your judgment and 
formed your tafte. But on this fubjeft I muft 
tell you the facetious remark of a traveller, on 
his approach to Athens, where finding at the 
gates of the city a temple confecrated to two 
deities, he exclaimed, c I muft return; for fince 
they lodge two gods in one houfe, furely there 
can be no room for me.' It is certain, that 
in this city every thing is fimple and mean, 

* There was but one fpring at Athens, from which 
nine fubterraneous canals conveyed water to the various quar- 
ters of th« city. 

excepting 
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excepting the porticoes, temples, and public 
edifices, in which all our magnificence is dis- 
played. Thofe fine plane-trees which adorn the 
great fquare of the Academy were planted by 
Cimon, who converted a barren and naked /pot 
into a rich and luxuriant garden, or rather a de- 
lightful grove, watered with beautiful fountains, 
and interfered with covered walks ahd cxtenfiver 
lifts for the courfe. The principal families of 
Athens, who are very partial to the country, 
lavilh all their tafte and expence on their coun- 
try refidences. There you will perceive a happy 
diftribution, combined with elegance of orna- 
ment. The apartments are cool and luxurious ; 
and in the gardens Nature feems to hold a per- 
petual jubilee." 

When we came into the public fquare where 
the (laves are fold, Lafthenia faid to me, 
" Yonder is the altar of Pity. The Athenians 
are the only nation that pay divine honours to 
this mod amiable of deities, who teaches us to 
companionate all the misfortunes of others, while 
we bear our own with fortitude and refignation. 
The worlhip paid to that goddefs, together with 
the numerous altars raifed by the Athenians to 
Modefty, Fame, and Vigilance, prove them to 
be the moft religious people of Greece." 



In 
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In the middle of this fquare (laves of every 
age, fex, and country were crowded together. 
Lafthcnia having fpoken to the proprietor of 
them, he placed them in a circle, and ordered 
them to dance, that we might be able to judge 
of their vigour and agility. Thefe poor wretches 
now leaped and exerted themfelves with all their 
might i and when they abated their adlivity their 
mafter applied the rod. Lafthenia foon put an 
end to this miferable exhibition, and bargained 
for a young Scythian of a foft and intelligent 
countenance, at the fame time demanding an 
account both of his corporeal defe&s and the faults 
of his difpofition *. " He is averfe to labour," 
replied the feller, " and of a melancholy tem- 
per; for frequently, inftead of working, he 
amufes himfelf with, finging amorous and doleful 
paeans that would give an owl the vapours : but 
you will eafily keep him in order by the rod." 
Lafthenia chofe him notwithftanding thefe 
complaints j obferving to me, " We are in the 
prefence of the goddefs of Pity, and (he pleads 
in his favour : befides I prefer mind to matter; 
and 1 flatter myfelf my care, and the mildnefs of 
his fervitude, will reftore him to cheerfulnefs, 

* Slave-dealers were obliged to declare all the faults they 
knew their flaves to poffefs, otherwlfe the fale was void* 

vox., in. z and 
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and perhaps to happihefs : he will cultivate my 
flowers and my lettuces, and I will cultivate his 
undcrftanding and his heart." She paid for him 
fix hundred drachmas *. I now began to fpeak of 
this cruel branch of commerce, which is fo dif- 
graceful to humanity. Lafthenia confefled (he 
had often (huddered at it ; that flavery was an 
outrage upon Nature, and equally degraded the 
buyer and the feller : " Yet," continued flic, 
cc it is almoft impoffible to reform the abufe. 
This trade is carried on to confiderable ex- 
tent in Greece : in Attica alone there are 
four hundred thoufand (laves employed in 
agriculture, manufactures, mines, quarries, and 
all kinds of labour. Thofe who have had 
the advantage of education, or are more fortu- 
nate, devote themfelves to the arts, and cultivate 
their talents. 'Tis but juftice to fay the Athe- 
nians treat their (laves with much lefs feverity 
than the Spartans cxercife toward their Helotse, 
Here no matter has a right to kill his (lave ; 
he can only put him in irons, condemn him to 
turn the mill, forbid him to marry, and feparate 
him from his wife." 

During this converfation we law a man ap- 
proach us, Angularly drefled, and followed by a 

* 19I. 73. 6d. fterling. 

crowd 
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Crowd of people. Lafthenia knew him> and 
faid, " There is Timon the mifanthropift, who 
rarely appears in the city. Like an owl, he 
fhuns the day-light ; for he hates mankind, and 
avoids them as wild beads. Let us watch him. 
O, ho ! he is mounting the tribune ! let us hear 
what he will fay. € O Athenians !* cried Timon* 
with a Stentorian voice, c I have a fig-tree in 
my field, whereon feveral perfons have already 
hung themfclves. I have determined to cut it 
down, and build in its place. If any of you* 
therefore, wifh to make ufe of this convenience 
to hang yourfelves, let him make hafte. I will 
give you but four-and-twenty hours.' He 
then quitted the tribune, and quietly went 
away. This farcafm was fo far from offend- 
ing the people, that they laughed heartily and 
followed him, clapping their hands. 

As I paffed through the ftrcets with Lafthenia, 
I faw a number of tables fct out and covered 
with vi&uals. « What feftival," faid I, cc or 
what rejoicing is this ?"~ <c Have you forgot- 
ten," returned fhe, « that every new moon the 
rich fet out tables for the poor^ in honour of the 
goddefs Hecate ? All thofe whom you fee 
haftening to thefe tables, and eating fo heartily, 
live upon the public. Thefe poor wretches 
z 2 are 
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are deftitute both of fubfiftence and work. 
This city," continued fhe, cc is very populous ; 
and Attica can fend twenty thoufand men into 
the field." 

I continued the whole day with Lafthenia, yet 
it paffed away with the rapidity of an hour. 
What fituation can be more delicious than to 
enjoy the fociety of a woman we efteem, 
whofe converfation is enlivened and embel- 
liftied with the charms of a cultivated under- 
ftanding, with brilliant and folid acquirements, 
and the heartfelt fafcinations of modefty and 
love ? 

Yet a certain degree of anxiety intruded on 
my happinefs ; for fhc fpoke only of friendfhip, 
carefully avoiding every fofter remembrance, 
while each tender expreffion I employed threw 
a cloud of aufterity over her lovely countenance. 
The next day we were to walk together, and I 
refolved to condudfc her to the fpot we had vi- 
fited at the beginning of our attachment— to 
that ruftic and folitary retreat where I firft ftole 
the luxury of a kifs, and where her eyes and 
lips firft cheriflied my new-born hopes : for the 
firft favours of love, however flight, leave fo in- 
delible an impreffion on the heart, that the 
fainteft rccolledlioh awakens our fenfibility, and 
kindles the flame of paffion. 

We 
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We fet out early in the morning, and croffed 
the Predion, or country of Athens, of which 
Lafthenia pointed out the beauties. cc It is 
watered/' faid fhe, "by the lliflus*, the 
Cephifus, and the Eridanus. The lliflus is con- 
fecrated to the Mufes and feveral other deities. 
On its banks is a fmall temple to Boreas, who 
carried offOrithyia, daughter of Erechtheusr king 
of Athens; and an altar dedicated to the Mufes. 
Here you may admire," continued (he, " the 
effe&s of labour, induflry, falubrious air, and a 
good government. This country, though full 
of mountains and rocks, difplays a moft fmiling 
and animated profpeft, and is crowded with 
populous villages and towns. Do you obfervc 
that immenfe mafs of tufted olive-trees which 
form yond extenfive foreft ? thofe hills, covered 
with vines, maples, cedars, arbuti, a x nd fig- 
trees ? Thofe majeftic plane-trees that adorn 
the lliflus have often (haded the divine Socrates; 
and there no doubt it was that he brought Phi- 
lofophy down from heaven, and purfued her 
through the winding labyrinth of the human 

• The lliflus, which formerly wafhedthe walls of Athens, 
now no longer retains the appearance of a river, being di- 
vided into a multitude of fmall dreams that water the gardens 
of the environs. The Cephifus, which formerly traverfed th$ 
city, now no longer exifts, nor even can its bed be difco.- 
vered. 

z 3 heart. 
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heart. But what moft intcrefts me in this mag r 
nificent view is the contemplation of man, I 
pften affociate with the country people, and paft 
my time in villages, where I behold none but 
happy objects, or at lead fuch as are exempt from 
cares and griefs. The labourer, while guiding 
his plough, trills out his firpplc fong ; the arti- 
fan enjoys plcafure while purfuing his accuf- 
{orned labour ; and the phil6fopher, even when 
meditating, beneath his tranquil (hade, on the ills 
of life, and deploring the miferies of mankind, 
is deriving happinefs from the employment of 
his mental powers.— But come and fee the 
epitaph on yonder tomb: / have faffed my 
life in eating and drinking^ and faying evil of man- 
kind.'*—-" And whom," faid I, " does this epi- 
taph commemorate ?"— " Timocreon," replied 
Lafthenia. c f He was at once an athleta and a 
poet, having gained both poetical and gymnaftic 
prizes at Olympia ; and was diftinguilhed for 
his voracioufnefs and his fatire, which he vented 
in particular againft Simonides and Themifto- 
clcs. Although this portrait is not drawn for 
the whole of the human race^ yet there are too 
many who rcfemble it." 

Thus wandering from fcene to fcene and 
from fubjeft to fubjetft, at length I led Lafthe- 
pia to the wild recefs among the rocks, where 

my 
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my paffion, and my victorious contcft with the 
bull, firft met the foft reward of a tender kifs. 
As we entered it a delicious melancholy took 
poffeflion of my heart, and I caft a tender look 
upon the turf which had then been our feat. 
" What makes you thus ferious ?" cried Lafthe- 
nia ; cc why fo thoughtful and abfent ?'*— cc A 
tender recolledtion," faid I, " brings to my 
mind the happieft incident of my life. Have 
you forgotten it ? Have you eaten of the lotos 
mentioned by Homer, which obliterates all the 
traces of memory ?" — cc No," replied flic; 
" theft fcenes, and the dangers with which they 
were fraught, are ftill prefent in my mind, and 
the remembrance of them is dear to me."— - 
" Thefe rocks," faid I, « are ftill the fame * 
yon cafcade ftill pours its ftream over the preci- 
pice, and repeats the fame foothing murmurs. 
Thefe darkling trees ftill afford us their friendly 
fhade. Nothing has changed except Lafthenia." 
Lafthenia, however, was ftill filent. She in- 
clined her head downwards, and feemed loft in 
refleftion. " Look," faid I, " at that inferip- 
tion, which my hand engraved upon the rock, 
Could my life endure as long as thefe rocks > Jlill I 
Jhould love Lafthenia -, and upon thofe trees, 
Flouri/h, that you may Jhade my Lafthenia: in- 
creafe and flourijh like my affettion. Read alfo 
z 4 the 
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the two lines near yon ftatue of a Naiad, poijring 
forth the waters from her urn : 

With thee, in thefe wild fcenes, ah ! let me roam, 
Thy heart my univerfe, thy arms my home. 

Lafthenia read them, and continued filenti 
yet (he could not help heaving a deep figh. We 
fat befide each other, and I addreffed her in 
language of the tendered regard, fwearing I 
loved her more than ever. At length (he faid, 
<c My dear Antenor, what uneafinefs you caufe 
me ! what a fubjeft of feeling and refle&ion ! 
You are the only man who ever poffefled my 
heart. Whether it be fympathy or weaknefs, 
an illufionof the heart or an impulfe of nature, 
fome irrefiftible charm made me yours, and 
threw me into your arms. But I draw the cur- 
tain over the paft; for fince that period I have 
fcrioufly reflefted on this paffion, which perhaps 
might be innocent in itfelf, yet becomes crimi- 
nal when it violates the precepts of morality and 
of the laws. If the laws ftigmatize the gratifica- 
tion of our paflions, what reftraint remains for 
her who is once difhonoured ? Should (he 
brave public opinion, what motive can bind her 
to the pra&ice of the other virtues ? Modefly 
is the ornament and treafure of our fex ; and (he 
who has forfeited that will blufii at no other 

vice. 
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vice. Thus you fee the effefts of corrupting 
us. The moft facred duties, thofe mod conge- 
nial to the heart, become importunate and pain- 
ful ; the bonds of fociety are relaxed and dif- 
folved : in fhort, without principles of moral 
conduft we fhould have neither citizens nor body 
politic, nor indeed any fburce of true happinefs. 
Thus, my dear Antenor, fuffer me to forget my 
errors, and let us, for the future, confine our 
fentiments within the limits of friendfliip. My 
rcfolution is fixed. Another flip would de- 
grade me in my own eyes ; nor could I forgive 
you were you to folicit fuch a weaknefs." 

I knew the firmnefs of her mind too well to 
flatter myfclf I could alter her determination ; and 
therefore ftill more ftrongly attached to her by my 
admiration of her virtues than my paflion for her 
charms, I propofed that we Ihould unite our 
hearts in the bonds of marriage. " Were I/ ? 
replied (he, " to give you an immediate anfwer, 
certainly it would be a refufal : but fince you fay 
yojjr happinefs is involved in my decifion> and 
perhaps mine alfo, 1 requeft four-and-twenty 
hours to reflect upon it ; and that is but a fhort 
time for fo important a fubjeft. In the mean- 
while let us continue our walk, and talk of other 
fubje&s. 

«Do 
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€€ Do you obfervc," continued Lafthenia, c< that 
building to the right, half-way up the hill, in 
the midft of a cyprefs wood ? It is the temple 
of jEfculapius. Let us pay it a vifit." — (C Do 
you imagine/' laid I, " that god will cure my 
paffion ?"— " Why not?" replied (he. « He 
railed Hippolytus from the dead. Do you think 
it eafier to reftore the dead to life than to extin- 
guifh the flame of love ?" 

We now paffed the fpot where I had fought 
and killed the bull that was running ac Lafthenia, 
I paufed and fighed. " And whence that Ggh ?" 
laid Lafthenia. — <c Do you remember," replied 
I, " this field of battle, and the bull that threat- 
ened your life ?" — " It is impoffible," faid 
flic, " to forget fo brave an a&ion and fo im- 
portant a fervicc." — u O that I had to fight with 
the Minotaur," cried I, u or the Lemsean 
hydra ! and oh, that I could obtain the fame 
reward for my vidtory !"— "The combat," re- 
turned Lafthenia, " would be more dangerous, 
and the reward by repetition become lefs fweet.~ 
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CHAP. CXII. 

Anterior and Laftbenia meet Arifton.—His bifiory. 

a man very modeftly drefled now came 
** towards us. " Here," faid Lafthenia, " is a 
philofopher who is quite an original. You (hall 
judge of him yourfelf." She accofted him, and 
^fked him where he had been, and how he paffed 
his time. " I pafs it," faid he, cc in feeing, hear- 
ing, and enjoying health, liberty, and repofe, 
and at this time I am going to the houfe of 
that madman Theophraftus." — cc Mad !" cried 
Lafthenia, <c what an epithet ! do you forget 
that a law of Solon forbids fpeaking ill of the 
dead ?" — " No matter/' anfwered he, " I call , 
every man mad who haraffes and fatigues him- 
felf with labour and (ludy. I call Carneadcs mad 
for burying himfelf in books and contemplation 
fo as to negleft the care of his body, fuflFer his 
hair and nails to grow, and even forget the calls 
of appetite till his fervant is obliged to put his 
food in his mouth ; and all this merely through 
overloading his memory with the parade of 
erudition, which a mere nothing or an inftant of 
time may obliterate from our minds. I knew 
one Hermogenqs, a great rhetorician and a pro- 
digy 
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digy of early genius, who began to profefs at 
fifteen years old, at eighteen wrote his rhetorica, 
a work in very high eftimation, and at four-and- 
twenty had the Angular misfortune to experience 
a kind of moral paralyfis, fo that his memory, 
like the tun of the Danaids, could no longer 
retain any thing. Thus the only reward of all 
his labours, and of wearing out the fpring of 
life in ftudy was a premature imbecility."— cc Yet 
Theophraftus," faid Lafthenia," retained his me- 
mory and judgment to the laft moment of his 
life." — " But he is dead," replied Arifton, for 
that was the ftranger's name, " and of what ufe 
to him now are his labours and his fame ; we arc 
not formed for thought but for adtion, not to 
rcafon but to enjoy. The only real bleffings arc 
thofe of nature. The heavens, the earth, the 
country, thefe are the only inexhauftible fources 
of happinefs. The poet Callimachus ufed very 
juftly to fay c that a great book is a great evil/ 
henceforward the world fhall be my only book 
and experience my only inftruftor." — "Yet," 
faid Lafthenia, " notwithftanding your cenfures 
of fcience and ftudy, you have devoted a 
great number of years to literary purfuits."— - 
"Yes," returned he, "and whether from en- 
thufufm, or, which is the fame t&ing, from 
madnefs, they made me leaner than the bird 

of 
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of Minerva. One of our philofophers ufe4 to 
(ay, that c in the courfe of his life he had only re^- 
pented of three things j having confided a fecret 
to his wife, having gone by water when he 
could have gone by land, and having pafled a 
day without doing any thing. I alfo have com- 
mitted three great faults, the firft having fatigued 
myfclf during five years with intenfe ftudy, the 
fecond having married, and the third having 
accepted a rich inheritance." — cc But why/' faid 
Lafthenia, " do you repent of having married ? 
efpecially you who had a beautiful and amiable 
wife." — cc A chain," returned he, " however well 
gilt, is dill a chain, and the mod amiable of wo- 
men is ft ill a woman." — c< But in what refpeft," 
added Lafthenia, <c could an inheritance fent you 
by the gods incommode you." — cc From that 
day," replied he, " my houfe was conftantly 
haunted by cares, fears, avarice, conftraint, and 
trouble ! — What a burden are riches ! what 
eternal accounts to regulate, flaves to fuper- 
intend, law-fuits to carry on, debtors to purfue, 
old buildings to repair, new ones to ereft, and 
lands to improve. If I were inclined to take a 
journey, the harvcft, the vintage, or the feed- 
time would not permit me to depart] if I 
wifhed to dine, my cooks were not ready •, fa- 
tiated with abundance, my appetite failed and 

my 
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my digcftion was bad; whether at home Or 
abroad I was always furrounded with a crowd of 
pretended friends, who importuned me with 
their civilities ; and if I was the lcaft ill my 
phyficians and relations would not fuffer me to 
get well my own way : in fhort, fatigued with 
my riches, my books, and my wife, I one day 
determined irrevocably to lhake off the burden, 
and break all my bonds afunder. I began with 
my wife. I knew a young man, one of her 
relations, had once been attached to her, but, 
being more burdened with love than money, her 
frjends had rejc&ed him. 1 went to this youth 
and faid without further preface: I know you 
love my wife, and am come to offer you her 
hand. I am aware your fortune is fmall and 
will myfelf enable you to bear the expenfe by 
giving you, as a marriage prefent, my eftate at 
Brauron,near the foot of mount Pentelica*. Upon 
this, without waiting to hear him ftammer out 
his thanks, I took him by the hand and brought 
him to my wife. < Here,' faid I, as I entered, 
c is Phidippus, your new hufband, he is of a 
mild temper and pleafing manners, he loves you 
and fuits your difpofition : come let us go to the 
magiftrates and apply for a divorce/ On hearing 
this fhe was thunderftruck and made no anfwcf $ 

• This mountain fapplied Athens with very fine marble. 

but 
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but I added, c I will leave you together to fettle 
matters between yourfelves, I am going to pre- 
fent my petition to the tribunal, and fummon 
you to appear there/ At my return the lovers 
had agreed, and the marriage was fpecdily 
performed. 

€€ Though now difembarraffed from this bond, 
t was ftill encumbered with my fortune. I 
invited therefore to dinner my two brothers, 
who being far from rich beheld my affluence, 
perhaps, with envy, and thought me the happieft 
of mankind : for the wife alone know the futility 
of riches. To this feaft which was fplendid and 
abundant, I alfo fummoned mod of my friends, 
the fcene being the fineft of my country houfes, 
where the buffet and the table difplayed all the 
brilliancy of my richeft plate, Bacchus opened 
his (lores, and my guefts vied with each other in 
praifing the magnificence and delicacy of the 
feaft. Towards its conclufion a fuperb filver 
gilt vafe, with a cover of the fame material, made 
its appearance: The guefts exprefled the 
utmoft aftonifhment and admiration at this 
wonder of the arts, and my brothers in parti- 
cular extolled its beauty and workmanfhip : to 
which I replied that, fince they were pleafed 
with the vafe, I begged their acceptance of it 
together with all its contents. Delighted with 
15 this 
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this prefent they haftened to Open ir, x fuppofinrg 
it to be full of gold j but on finding only 
fome old tablets, I perceived their joy fud- 
denly abate, and was amufed with their dis- 
appointment. I now afked a friend who read 
well, to favour us with the contents of the tablets. 
What was the furprife of the company, and 
the joy of my brothers, when they difcovered 
that it was a donation of all my plate, furniture, 
and property, referving to mfelf merely a farm 
adorned with a fmall wood and a fountain, a few 
earthen veflels and a fine marble ftatue, fym- 
bolical of nature, which I had placed in the 
middle of the wood ! My brothers were con- 
founded and embarrafled, and knew not whether 
they ought to accept or refufe the prefent. 
They urged me to withdraw my kindnefs, or at 
leaft to referve for myfelf a more confiderable 
fhare. * No/ faid I, c my mind is determined, 
and thefe are the motives of my condudt : One 
day the fophift Antiphon accofted Socrates, 
when furrounded by his difciples, faying, c< I 
thought philofophy was calculated to make men 
happy , but it feems to me that you depart 
from that principle, for your mode of life is 
worfe than that of the loweft flave. There 
cannot be worfe food or more miferable clothes 
than yours, and money you never touch, yet 

money 
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money exhilarates him who poffeflesif, apd pro* 
cures. him honours, diftin&ions, aod pleafures. 
In fhort, Socrates, if your difciples follow your 
example, you will teach them to lead a melan- 
choly and a gloomy life." — * t perceive, Anti- 
phon/ replied Socrates, f that you had rather 
die than adopt fuch a mode of life. But do you 
find/ continued he, € that I am really in want of 
anything? do you hear me complain of cold 
or heat, of hunger or thirft ? you imagine 
happinefs confifts in magnificence, but I think, 
he who has the feweft wants approaches the 
ncareft to the deity. All thofe whom you call 
rich and happy are very glad to gain any pe- 
cuniary advantage; do you imagine the enjoy- 
ments of virtue are inferior to fuch pleafures/ 
Here Lafthenia interrupted Arifton by afking 
him, c< Whether he did not refcmble certain kings 
who had more than once repented of abdicating 
their crowns ?" — <c Judge," faid he, " whether I 
am capable of harbouring thefe regrets. Now 
I can go where I pleafe, and alone, — to the 
market, to the public fquare, to take a rural 
walk,— I can go on foot or on horfeback, can 
dine in the country or in town, under a fig- 
tree or in my chamber, and at what hour I 
pleafe. If I am fleepy I can lie down, can rife 
late or early, work in my garden, read, or 
rot, in. a a enjoy 
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enjoy the luxury of unoccupied leifure accord- 
ing to my caprice. If I am hot I go into the 
fhade; if I am cold I warm myfelf; and if I am 
tired of the town I run away to my little wood, 
where I enjoy life, reigning as it were alone, 
and, divefted of my ambition and my avarice, 
exclaim like my matter Socrates, when cafting, 
his eyes over the pageantry of luxury and mag- 
nificence, * How many things there are which 
I do not want!' 
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CHAP. CXIII. 

The boufe of 1tbeophrafius 9 his maxims and 
opinions.— Ariftoris flym^the temple of JEfcu- 
lapius, and afcene that pajfed there. 

¥T7e had now arrived at the houfe of Theo- 
* * phratus, which was occupied by a friend 
of Arifton, We firft entered a fmall garden, in 
which was the biift of Ariftotle, after which we 
traverfed a portico adorned with maps, and 
went into the mufeum, where this philofopher 
delivered his le&ures on natural hiftory. Over 
the door we read the fame infcription as on the 
temple of Delos. * Juftice is the nobleft thing 
exifiing % health the beft> and the accomplijhment of 
our wifhes the moft agreeable* Round the mu- 
feum were various apartments large enough to 
ferve as retreats for feveral philofophers. After 
vifiting thefe we walked in the garden, which was 
agreeably fltuated on the banks of the Iliflus. 

Lafthenia now left us and went into an arbour, 

in which was a ftatue of Theophraftus. I found 

her there deeply loft in thought. cc What affe&s 

a a a you. 
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you thus tenderly," faid I. " My fenfibility is 
awakened/' replied, (he, c< by the fimilitude of 
my deceafed friend, and the foothing remem- 
brance of his many amiable qualities. In this very 
fpot he one day faid to me, c My dear friend, 
I am now ninety-nine years old, and have lived 
teng eft&tigh to know ttiahkind. In the cbuHe 
*>Fmy life I have fecn all forts of ehara&ers and 
difpofitions, which I have always endeavoured to 
ftudy, and it is my intention to defcribe all their 
various virtues and vices. This work will be 
uftful to the world, for it Will fliew them models 
Which they may imitate/ Unfortunately, how- 
ever, he never firrifhed it, although he lived to 
the age of an hundred and feven years." 

We how Walked towards a large bafin. « It 
was here/' faid (he, cc that two months previous 
to his death, that gre*t-philofo£her, when fpeak- 
ifig of the fhort duration of life, obferved to mc, 
c In this bafin a r re carp that have lived at 
leaft an hundred knd fifty years 5 yet how nimbly 
and playfully they dart among the waters, and 
fcem as lively as thofc I have watched tftorti 
the time they were fpawned ! I do not fay with 
fome philofophers, that filh are immortal -, every 
thing chat has a beginning muft have an end$ 
but fi(h living in in uniform element, where 
they are defended from the viciflitudes and dif- 
- ' turbances 
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turbaijces of the atmofphere, af c preferv^d dur- 
ing a lpnger period of time than other animals; 
and if the changes of the air, as is pretended, arc 
the principal caufes of the deftru&iQn of animajl 
life, this accounts for the great longevity of 
£fb. Befides the n>ore folid and cartilaginous 
parts of terreftrial animals become offificd as 
they grow old, and when thefe are totally full and 
obftru&ed, the motion of the parts ceafes, and 
death enfues ; whereas the bones of fifli being 
of a fofter fubftance, are not fubjedt to ob- 
ftruftions which deftroy life, at leaft it is by 
flow and infenfible degrees they acquire that 
folidity. Alas !' added he, c I have already 
lived almoft to the age of a. carp; bu( the time 
that is pad has vanifhed like a fleeting ihadow, 
and to-morrow or the day after, or a few days 
hence my dream of life will be over/ Al- 
though," continued Lafthenia, " it is long fince 
we had this converfation, it dill remains ftrongly 
impreffed on my mind. I remember that one 
day as I was waiting for him in yonder walk he 
perceived me, came towards me with a firm and 
quick ftep, and fecmed to have fuddenly grown 
young again. c Why this hafte and this agita- 
tion ?' cricd.I. c I am enraged/ replied he, c with 
an incident I have juft met with. I am come 
from the market at Athens, whither I went to buy 
A a 3 fome 
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fome pot herbs ; but when I bid a price, " No, 
foreigner *, " replied the kerb-woman, <c I muft 
have more."—-" And how do you know/' faid I, 
€C that I am a foreigner ?" — " I know it," an- 
fwered (he, cc by your pronunciation." I con- 
fefs,' continued Theophraftus, c that I was both 
aftonifhed and mortified to find that after paffing 
my whole life at Athens, always ftudying its 
language and dialed, I have pot been able to 
acquire what the common people poflefs without 
labour and ftudy.' 

When we left this houfe we parted from 
Arifton, who pofitively refufcd to fup with us 
becaufe he was going to take a ruftic meal at 
his farm. « There," faid he, " I fct my 
table in my little grove near the fountain, and 
a (lave brings me milk, wine, and food in 
earthen vcffels. He then retires, and leaves mc 
in fweet fociety with nature. I eat, drink, and 
reflect as I walk to and fro, or recline upon the 
greenfward watching the airy flight of the birds 
above me, and thus frequently continue my 
delicious repaft during feveral hours." As wc 
were parting Lafthenia afked after his fly, and 
whether he fometimes faw it. c< No," replied 

* At Athens every one was deemed a foreigner who was 
not a native of Attica, and thofe who were not Greeks, 
Barbarians. 
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he, " Agnodice has delivered me from it for 
even" When we were alone I afked Lafthe- 
nia to explain this allufion. c< You muft have 
perceived," replied (he, " that this man bears 
the ftamp of Angularity. He has told you that 
during five years he wore himfelf out with con- 
ftant application. Whenever he wifhed to 
ftudy he lay down on his belly upon the ground 
furrounded with books, and at thefc times 
imagined he faw a fly light upon his nofe. Not- 
withftanding his conftant endeavours to drive it 
away, it ftill returned and thus threw him into ^ 

defpair. The ipoft fldlful phyficians were con- 
futed, but their learning and their remedies were 
unable to remove this daughter of heaven, as 
one of our poets has called it, from the nofe or 
rather from the imagination of Arifton. At 
length the celebrated Agnodice had the honour 
of performing a cure. This Agnodice is a wo- 
jnan of great talents, and had fo ftrong a paffion 
for the ftudy of medicine that fhe difguifed her- 
, felf in man's cloaths to attend the ledtures of her 
father Hierophilus. The ladies of Athens were 
fo enthufiaftically fond of this female phylician, 
that on her account they procured the abrogation 
of the law which prohibited women frorn the 
exercife of that profeflion. This extraordinary 
woman being confulted by one of Arifton's 
a a 4 friends. 
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fHencfe, uhdcrtobk to relieve Mm frott the ii»- 
pdrttrrrity of the fly. She no footer few her tit* 
patfefit than he afked her tthat he had ujton his 
riofe. c A fly/ replied Agrtodice bbldly, and hav- 
ing by this ingenious artifice entirely gained the 
confidence of Arifton, fhfc profceedfcd e6 ifiquirc 
with the grave and fagacious air Of a phyficiaft, thfc 
origin and fymptofns of his difbrder, the habits df 
this pertinacious fly, and thfc hours when it tatnt 
and went* 4 She theh ordered htm draaghts thtft 
M were pcrfe£tly innocent, which having continued 
* feveral days (he at length informed him that fl* 

was about to extirpate the fly. Upon this thb 
took a knife froth her pocket, drew it gently Ovefr 
his nofe, and immediately (hewed him a Bf 
which flie had concealed in her hand. c Yes> 
there it is/ Cried Arifton, c I know it well, it & 
the very fame that has fb long totfnfchted me/ 
Thus did this difciple of iEfculapius cure the 
^>hilofopher of his phantafm, and fo true it is that 
moft of our pains as well as our plealures depend 
on the imagination." 

I flow accompanied Lafthenia to the temple 
of JEfculapius where we found feveral men and 
a vaft number of women. The ftatue of the 
god is covered with a tunic and a white 
woollen cloak, and only his fece, hands, and feet 

are 
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ire vifible. « Who is that (fetus," faid I, " near 
the god and dreffed in a fimilar robe."—-" It is 
Hygcia, his daughter/* anfwercd Lafthenia, « a 
deity whom I invoke with the greateft fervours 
for that branch of medicine which is the tree 
principle of health, and which confifts in temper- 
ance and fobriety, is derived from her and bears 
her name. Do you obfcrve thofc women who 
are cutting off their trefies and fixing them to 
the ftatueof the goddefs* while others are hanging 
up fmall piftures ?"— " Thefe, no doubt," faid 
I, <c are votive offerings, in gratitude for the re- 
covery of health, or in order to obtain that bleC 
Gng." — " Yes," anfwered (he, cc a crowd of peo-^ 
pie are always foliciting the cure of the body* 
but no one thinks of applying to iEfculapius to 
heal the diforders of the mind* No one prays 
for a mild and beneficent difpofition, or a grate- 
ful and feeling heart; for candour and equity; 
or the removal of vanity, envy, and all the vices 
that degrade mankind." 

We now faw a woman of mature age and 
richly dreffed enter the temple attended by 
feveral Daves. . Every eye was inftantly turned 
towards her ; (he walked with a very flow ftep, 
and an air of melancholy languor was caft over 
her countenance. She came to confult the 
praclc, and (lowly approaching the ftatue, poured 

forth 
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forth her complaints of extreme l?(fitude to 
the god. cc 'Tis becaufe you come from afar, 1 ' 
replied the oracle. " God of Epidaurus," faid 
flic, " what muft I do ? when evening comes I 
have no appetite/'— " Eat but little dinner," 
anfwered the oracle. " I am often unable to 
fleep," refumed (he, c< or if I do, I am uneafy 
and difturbed."— -" Rife," anfwered the oracle, 
< € before mid-day."— C€ But I grow heavy," 
faid (he, cc and exercife overcomes me."— * 
** Make ufe of your legs," anfwered the oracle. 
— cc I do not enjoy my life," faid (he, c< but am 
a prey to the liftlefs languor of apathy. "•-* 
* c Employ yourfelf," anfwered the oracle, *• and 
exert your mind in the purfuit of fome worthy 
obje&." — " Wine diforders me/' faid (he.-* 
«< Drink water," anfwered the oracle.-*— <c I have 
a bad digeftion," faid (he.— .« Fafl," replied the 
oracle, " till hunger reftores its viguor." — c< My 
health and ftrength are both impaired," faid (he* 
— cc 'Tis becaufe you are growing old," anfwered 
the oracle. — <c Is it poffible ?" cried (he * c * but 
how (hall I cure this languor.-' — c * The (horteft 
way, Theoxena," anfwered the oracle, <c is to 
die as your mother and grandmother have done 
before. 1 ' — " Son of Apollo ! what fruitlefs 
advice you give me !" cried (he; " Is this your 
boafted feience, which has caufed you to be 

revered 
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revered and worflripped throughout the world ? 
I knew all you have told me before I came."— ■ 
cc Then why did you not make ufe of your 
knowledge/' faid the oraelp, cc and fave yourfelf 
the journey i" 

This dramatic fcene amufed us much. We 
learnt from one of the inquirer's attendants that 
fiie was very rich and came from Olympia; 
but that, overwhelmed with increafing age, fhe 
travelled from mere inquietude, always thinking 
herfelf at the point of death, and thus came to 
CPnfplt the oracle on her imaginary diforders. 
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CHAP. CXIV* 

incidents*— -Lq/ihenia's anfwer to Anterior* s fro r ' 
jp^/^/x of marriage.— rHer noble conduit ta t 
Ahaxagoras. 

On returning home, Lafthenia found her father 
confined to his bed by a violent diforderin 
his bowels. Upon this fhe immediately gave 
orders for her door to be fhut, and no one to be 
admitted. Nothing could equal the tender care 
and attentions which this amiable daughter paid 
to her aged parent. She was conftantly at his 
bed-fide, thought of nothing but what might 
contribute to his relief, and being (killed in 
medicine, was his only phyfician. She fuc- 
ceeded indeed fo well, that her patient entirely 
recovered his health in a%few days. 

This new proof of the real worth of Lafthenia, 
the fweetnefs of her difpofuion, added to her 
uncommon good fenfe and brilliant talents, con- 
firmed me in my determination to unite my 
deftiny with hers, and I felt extremely impatient 
to receive her anfwer to my propofal. But (he 
was too much affe&ed by the illnefs of her father 

to 
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td admit of Ttty pfeflihfe her on fudra%bftfft. 
As foon as flie could leave him, fire came 
to toe Jn the garden, together with lier filter, 
^ho having feparated from us for a moment, I 
reminded Lafthenia of her promife, and the de- 
cifioh I Was fo aimoufly eKpefting. a I have 
been thinking of it," faid (he, " and will no 
longer defer communicating my thoughts on the 
fubje A. But look at my young fitter : fee how 
lightly £he is tripping about ! I doubt not fhe. is 
gathering you fome flowers/' Accordingly that 
amiable girl prcfently brought me a nofegay of 
jafmine and caffia j after which, without waiting 
for my thanks, fhe went within doors. Her 
elder fitter now condufted me into the arbour of 
the Graces, the retnembrance of which was fo 
dear to my heart. It recalled to my mind that 
happy moment when I again found my Lafthenia* 
whom I thought I had loft for ever, and whom 
I accujed of ingratitude. I feated myfelf be- 
fide her, and took her hand, which flic gave me 
without refiftance : but my heart was fo full, and 
my mind fo agitated, that I feemed to have loft 
all my ideas. Lafthenia was no lefs deeply 
merged in thought; and -thus we abandoned 
each other to themoft tender reverie, when on 
a fudden 1 was awakened from it by the melodious 
tones of a cithiara. The mufician, however, 
13 was 
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was invifiblc, and the found came from behind 
the arbour. This, perhaps, together wkh the 
foft fenfations I then experienced, increafed the 
charm and the fweet illufion of the mufic •, when, 
after delighting us with ieveral pleafing airs, a 
female voice fang the following fonnet : 

Cupid, ceafe thy rode alarms, 

Let me fhun thy dreaded fway 5 
With thy fond del u five charms, 

Chace not Innocence away. 

Earth and heaven thy power confefr, 

Every heart before thee bows ; 
One poor mortal conqueft lefs 

Tears no laurel from thy brows* 

Mailer of the world, then, fpare 

One who pants but to be free ; 
Peace alone her fondeft care, 

Undifturb'd felicity. 

But if thy relentlefs will 

This reludtant tribute claim, 
Let me feel thy gentle ft thrill, 

Warm me with thy pureft flame. 

. v This little fonnet was performed with the mod 
elegant and fafcinating expreflion. The voice 
ofthefyren, however, was evidently very youth* 
ful. As I thought it that of Telefilla I went 
foftly out of the arbour to furprife her : but flic 

perceived 
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perceived my intention, and fled rapidly 
away. 

I then returned to Lafthenia, who faid, with 
a fmile, " She is a fugitive nymph, but (he 
will not always fly us. Let her mind but cx r 
pand, and in a few years this young plant will 
become the ornament of fome luxuriant garden. 
The fonnet (he has fung is the offspring of her 
own Minerva : to me it merely owes a few cor- 
rections. 

"But with regard to the anfwer you a(k me 
for, relative to our marriage, I have refle&ed 
much upon it, and my heart, I confefs, has 
pleaded your caufe. 1 1 even prefented to my ima- 
gination a fafcinating picture of a happy couple* 
united in the bonds of love, duty, mutual con- 
fidence, and concentration of intereft. Thus 
I have ftruggled with myfelf, and been violently 
agitated : but reafon has at length proved vic- 
torious. Marriage would not harmonize with 
my chara&er, my fituation, or my. habits, t 
have invited my father to my houfe, that I might 
take care of him in my old age -, and by fo doing 
I difcharge the moft facred of duties. My 
younger fitter employs a part of my time, and I 
cultivate her opening mind with care andpleafu^e. 
Hear my plan of life. Summer and winter! 
rife with the fun s for five or fix hours reft fatisfy 

me* 
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me. I then pafs an hour in my ftudy, in feme 
literary purfuit, after which I devote a few mo* 
ments to domeftic affairs. Thcfe obje&s of 
attention, which appear fo irkfome to mod lite- 
rary people, arc more fimple and eafy than 15 
imagined. When order is once eftablifhed, and 
die machine wound up, 'tis indolence or weak- 
nefs alone that can induce us to negleft it, or 
render thofe cares painful which a well-regulated 
mind eafily arranges and fettles. Hence even 
Xenophon hknfelf has condescended to wrke on 
domeftic economy. Haying difpatched this 
bufinefs, I go to give my father a morning fa- 
lutation ; after which I walk with Tclefilla in the 
garden, where a retired walk is our Lycseum* 
Here we ftudy, difcufs the fubjeAs on which we 
read, and (he repeats various paffages with 
which I endeavour to adorn and ftrcngthen her 
memory, and improve her pronunciation. A 
horizontal dial, an invention brought to us from 
Babylon, regulates the duration of our leflbns; 
after which we join my father, with whom 
-we take our morning repaft. Fruits, milk, and 
honey, conftitute our only food till the evening, 
which, according to the general cuftom at a 
Athens, is the time of our principal meal* 
After breakfaft we take a little recreation, but of 
a nature which is both falutary and ufeful. We 

vifit 
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Viftt the aviary and the chickens, calling to- 
gether thefe little families which colleft round 
their mother, dhd run up to lis for their accuf- 
tomed food. We then water the flowefs, and 
fometiriies, taking a knife in our hands, jsrune the 
luxuriance of the trees, ot plant more. In thele 
amiifements the gardener aflifts and direfls lis, 
inftrii&ing lis in that uleful and agreeable art, of 
which the inhabitants of cities are generally ig^ 
norant. After there recreations I return to my 
fttfdy, or, accompanied by a fingle flave, carry- 
ing my books ahd tablets, take a long ramble 
in tht country. When I come home, which I 
feldom do till the hour of our principal meal, I 
find, pefhaps, fome of my friends, fome.intei-eft- 
ing and philofophical fociety, waiting my arrival, 
: and with them pafs the remainder of a happy and 
itoo rapid day. Wifdom only becomes amiable 
and valuable by combining the pleafurcs of the 
mind with the labours and duties of utility. I 
do not, however, adopt this mode of life with 
Undeviating pfecifion ; for that would be to in- 
£i& voluhtary chains on myfelf. No ; fome va- 
riety is neceflary to render life interefting and 
agreeable ; and the mind that is a flave to method 
muft ever be narrow and trifling.-— I always re- 
turn, however, to my accuftotfoed habits with 
new plcafure. Thus you perceive my life is as 
happy as I. can rcafonably expeft on this fide 
vol. in. 8 b the 
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the grave : for I enjoy health, competency, and 
all the intelledual and focial pleafures. I am 
ready, indeed, to take leave of all thefc bleffings, 
but each additional day of life I receive as a 
new benefit from the gods *. Should I fubmit to 
the yoke of marriage, I mud neceffarily break 
off all thefe habits, and engage in new duties."—- 
"And why/' interrupted I, "fhouldyou nojC 
ftill continue abfolute miftrefs of your domain ?" 
<c No," replied fhe ; "I know too well that 
defpots cannot be beloved. The moft indulr 
gent hufband has his particular habits and incli- 
nations, which he cannot entirely relinquifh or 
continually reprefs ; and if he attempt it, he will 
" * experience moments of ill humour which will at 
lengtft chill the heart and four tbs temper. On 
my part, the more he might do for me, the 
more kindnefsand attention (hould I owe him* 
and both duty and reafon would require of me 
thefe facrifices. The fame remark applies to 
marriage as to what is called civil liberty. 
.Hearing fome Athenians one day boafting of 
..the republican liberty they enjoyed, I re- 
plied, e You think yourfelves free within yoijr 
walls, by the laws of the ftate ; yet are flaves 
by thofe of fociety. > Conftantly engaged cither 
in intriguing for offices, or difcharging the duties 
of them, ftudy ing the difpofitions of men in order 

.♦SeeHor. Epifc I. 4. T.N. •* 
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to acquire their fupport, cultivating the favour of 
the people, endeavouring to anticipate br avoid 
the plots of the defigning, and conforming to thb 
rules of good-breeding and decorum, which arfe 
more rigorous than thofe of Nature herfelf, you 
**perience a continual rcftraint in yourdrefs an£ 
deportment, as well as in your words arid adtiohs* 
— Jut fuch is marriage* It requires a reciprbf 
city of politenefs and attentions which in faft be* 
come fetters on our liberty. Hence it is that I 
have determined to renounce a plan of ,life*> 
the profpedt of which, though fo feducing to my 
heart, could not miflcad my reafon. The ma- 
jority of mankind arc miferable, becaufe they 
know not how to feize the portion of happinefs 
that is fuited to their capacities of enjoyment* 
They are guided merely by prejudice,, and do 
notconfult either their hearts or their individual 
characters* How many .would have been 
happier in the obfeurity of a cottage than be- 
neath the gilded ceilings of a palace ! But ax 
your friendlhip is dear to me, and as your fo- 
ciety and regard contribute to the happinefs of 
my life, I have been refle&ing on a plan, -the ac^ 
complifliment of which will overwhelm me with 
joy. My fitter Telcfilla is a girl of genius, and 
has confiderable aptitude for inftru&ion. You 
are acquainted with her mufical talents, and I 
BB2 have 
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have heard you admire her perfon. She is arr- 
lefs, full of fweecnefs and fenfibility, and in (hoit 
I think I may apply to her that line of one of our 
poets, 

The fruit (hall far exceed the bloflbm's promife. 

Confider whether the fitter of your friend, with 
all thefe amiable qualities, is deferving of a 
place in your heart. If fo, we will celebrate 
the nuptials a year hence ; for at prefent mar- 
riage would be premature." The conclufion of 
this fpeech (truck me fo forcibly, that I fell into 
a deep train of thought without making an an* 
fwer, when Telefilla fuddenly appeared, at which 
I was fomewhat difconccrted. Lafthenia per- 
ceiving it, fmiled ; and Telefilla imagining her 
prefence was not defired, appeared much em- 
barra(Ted; upon which her fitter fald to her, 
€C We were talking of you and your future wed- 
ding." At thefe words this amiable girl was 
covered with blufhes. " Cupid," faid I, " has^ 
heard your prayer: but in lieu of granting that 
the moft lovely of his nymphs fhould (hut up het 
heart againft his influence, he gives you a 
lover and a hufband, who will make it his ftudy 
to contribute to your happinefs and defervc your 
affe&ion. Whom muft he refemble, to obtain 
that felicity ?"— " Him/' anfwered (he, " who 
can run fetter than myfelf." Thus faying, (he 
■ ' • * inftantly 
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inftantly ran away. I purfucd her, and prefently 
caught her, and from that day our union was de- 
termined on, and the celebration of our nuptials 
fixed for the following year. 
■ I continued two months longer in this charm- 
ing family, conftantly cherifhed and treated as if 
I were all their future hopes. The candour and 
fimplicity of Telefilla, though now more bafli- 
ful and referved in her expreffions, attached mc 
to her more and more. For Lafthenia I enter- 
tained a different kind of regard, which my ad- 
miration and efteem rendered daily more delicate 
and refined, I even wondered at my firft de- 
fires, and (till more that I could have obtained 
aconqueft over fuch pure and exalted virtue; 
Perhaps, however, this finglc inftance of weak- 
nefs, and which (he afterwards fo completely, 
compenfated, fo far from tarnifhing her charac- 
ter, increafed its luftre. Befides, ftould that be a 
fault in the eyes of a fevere ftoic, by how many 
virtues did (he not atone for it ! To give a 
more perfeft idea of the goodnefs of her heart, I 
fliall fcleft, from a number of traits of generofity, 
beneficence, and fortitude which do honour to 
her name, the two following, of which I was 
jnyfelf an eyc-witnefs. 

*»3 A pea- 
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• A peafanr was the proprietor of a fmall field 
that lay contiguous to her eftatc, and reque&ed 
her to purchafc it : but though it would hare 
been extremely convenient to her to poffefs this 
fmall piece of land, (he firft inquired his reafon 
for parting with it, " 'Tis with great regret, 1 * 
replied he, " that I fell it : but I am compelled 
by fome unfeeling creditors, who have fued me 
for debt."— ." And how much do you owe ?" laid 
Lafthenia. — " A great deal," replied the peafant : 
« two talents V— « Well," returned (he, " F 
will give you the money, but you fliall keep the 
fields and (hould you ever be rich enough, you 
will r<J]pay me." 

The following anecdote is at once a proof of 
intrepedity and greatnefs of foul. The philofo- 
pherAnaxagoras, furnamed ©Na*, (the mind,) was 
accufed by his enemies of impiety and athtifm, 
although he was one of the firft difcoverers of the 
Supreme Intelligence who reduced Chaos into 
Order. When Anaxagoras was apprized of this 
charge, he difguifed himfelf, and took refuge at 
the country-houfe of Lafthenia, who concealed 
him feveral days, and at length enabled him to 
tfcape. 

• 387I, ios. flerling. 

Some 
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; Some informers hearing of this infraction 
of the law, denounced her to the magiftrates, 
who fumtijoned her to give an account of her 
conduit ; and as the punifhment eftablifhed by 
law for this crime ir death, her whole houfi; 
was filled with terror and defpair. Her 
flaves, her fervants,. all (huddered with horror* 
burft into tears, and proftrating themfelves be- 
fore her, embraced her knees. Her father, her 
fitter, all her friends, and myfelf ajraong the 
number, were fujl of confirmation and difmay, 
$nd crowding round her, tenderly embraced 
her. She was affe&ed with thefc proofs of at- 
tachment and concern, but fhe herfelf confoled 
us by the fweet ferenity of her countenance and 
the fortitude of her mind. " I have done my 
duty," faid (he, " and have nothing to fear :" 
adding, in a low voice, cf a ciip of hemlock is 
foon fwallowed." We attended her to the tri- 
bunal, where, being afked by one of the judges, 
with an auftere countenance, whether it Wastruti 
that (he had dared to give refoge to Anaxogo- 
fas, when profcribed, (he replied, with the calm 
intrepidity of innocence and fortitude, " I have : 
but it was not the (late criminal I received j it 
was the fage who had been my prote&or and 
my friend ; a man who had rendered me im- 
portant fervices, and relieved me when in mis* 
b b 4 fortune. 
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fortune. Now, therefore, that he was himfeif 
unfortunate, and condemned to death, I faved his 
life by expofing my own. Could I refufe to do 
this without being guilty of the blacked ingra- 
titude ? If I offend again ft the law, my blood 
will wafh out the tranfgreffion : but if 1 violate 
thofe of friend (hip and gratitude, the lofs of life 
can never efface fo great a blot." This noble 
anfwer excited univerfal admiration; and the 
judges, in lieu of inflidling punilhment, fent her 
away with applaufc. 

At length the period fixed by Ariftides for our 
teturn being nearly expired, Phanor's letters 
'flxongly urged me to depart. Yet it was 
with great pain I took leave of thefe fmiling 
fcenes, where my days glided on in happy fuc- 
ceffioni where, after tafting the fweets of peaceful 
repofe, my firft ideas each morning were the en- 
joyments that awaited me, my firft fenfations the 
foft emotions of friendfhip -, and at the return of 
night, when laying my head upon my pillow, 
jny thoughts wantoned among the plcafqres of 
the following d?y, 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 377 



CHAP. CXV. 

Vtfit at Oropus. — Feftival of the Hyacinthia.— 
New inftance ofmadnefs in Archias. — Anecdotes 
of Pindar. — The two friends Jet off for Sardis. 
—Marriage of P honor. — They return to Thebes 
with Arijiides and his family.— Death of 
Arijlides. 

I now fet out for Oropus, where the wife and 
amiable Diodes had formerly received me 
with fuch friendly hofpitality ; and it gave me 
the fincereft pleafure again to vifit this intereft- 
ing family. I paffed through the Diacria, of 
which, in my firft journey, the beauties had 
efcaped me 3 for my flight was performed by 
night, and the excefs of my grief robbed me of 
all my moral powers. The road through this 
country is the fined in Greece, and refembles a 
garden-walk amidft the moft beautiful groves of 
rofe- laurel. 

On my arrival, the firft objeft I beheld be- 
fore the houfe of Diodes was the amiable Chry- 
filla, fitting beneath a fig-tree, and picking 
herbs/ with her two little children playing at her 

feet. 
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feet. She no fooner beheld me than (he fcreatn- 
ed with joy and furprife, and ran eagerly to- 
wards me. Having embraced each other, I 
inquired after her father and her hufband : " Phi- 
lotas," faid (he, '" is at work in the fields, but 
my father, alas ! is no longer with us. . He is de- 
parted for the Elyfian fields ! f I am going/ feicl 
he, a little before be expired in our arms, * to 
rejoin my dear Euphemia, from whom I have 
been feparated twelve years.' We bewailed our 
lofs bitterly, nor have our tears yet forgotten to 
flow/' As flic faid this, I perceived the pearly 
drops trickling down her cheek $ and to divert 
her from fo melancholy a fubjeft, I fpoke of 
her children, careffing them* and praifing their 
infantine innocence and beauty. We then went 
in fearch of her hufband, who was cutting away 
part of a rock, to complete, for his dear Chry- 
filli, a grotto already begun by Nature, at the 
foot of which wandered a fmali tranflucent 
brook. Here he was preparing a cool retreat 
from the raging heats of fumrner. This ami- 
able couple gave me a mod affe&ionate recep- 
tion. Philotas was now well-informed in moral 
philofophy, in the fcience of politics, arid in 
rural economy; and they both, defcribed the un- 
difturbed happinefs and peaceful tranquillity of 
their lives, told me tfrey loved each other as 

dearly 
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dearly as on the firft day of their marriage ; that 
this affe&ion was increafed by the endearments 
of their blooming offspring ; and that their foil- 
tude was often chrered by the pleafing intrufioil 
of friends; while healthful and moderate labour 
covered their board with abundance* 

The next morning, at day-break, we all vU 
fitcd the tomb of the worthy Diodes, whofe 
afhes were inclofed in the fame urn with hisdcar 
Euphemia, The father, the mother, the chil- 
dren, and myfclf, all called upon his fhade r 
poured forth the accuftomed libation^, and ftrew; 
cd flowers over his grave. 

After this ceremony I proppfed to fet off for 
Thebes, and take leave of that worthy and happy 
family, who enjoyed repofe without idlenefs, 
plenty without fuperfluity, and minds exempt 
from inquietude and remorfe : but the heaven* 
being fuddenly overcaft, Chryfilla urged me to 
defer my departure till the next day with fo much 
eloquence and grace, that notwithftanding mjr 
ftrongdefire to arrive at Thebes, I involuntarily 
yielded to her charming entreaties. This in- 
deed was a fortunate change in my plan ; for the 
horizon grew blacker and blacker, and the 
clouds more gloomy, till at length burfting over 
our heads, they deluged the country with rain $ 
while feated round a large brazier, we enjoyed 

even 
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even the bad weather abroad, by the contrail it 
afforded with the agreeable fuuation in which 
we were, and the heartfelt pleafure we enjoyed 
in each other's company— a pleafure which was 
enhanced by the having made a wife choice, 
and avoided the inconveniences which others 
were obliged to brave. Chryfilla, followed 
by her two little children, prepared the fupper, 
and Philotas converfed with me while cutting 
the ends of the props with which he intended to 
iupport his vines. He told me that the pre- 
ceding year, when travelling in Laconia, he had 
been prefent at the feaft of Hyacinthus, in the 
city of Amyclae. * € I am defirous," faid I, <c to 
know the particulars of that feftival, efpecially 
as I had intended to be prefent at it myfelf 
during my ftay at Sparta, had not an adventure 
of my friend Phanor haftencd our departure, 
and deprived me of that pleafure."—" I will 
readily fatisfy your curiofity," faid he, " for I 
was extremely attentive to every thing I faw. 

" You know that Amyclae is not far from 

Sparta ?"— " I do," faid I, " for I paffed that 

way on my road to Gytheum." — " It is in that 

city," continued he, " in the month of Heca- 

tombaeon *, that this feaft is celebrated. The 

•J">7. . - 

tomb 
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tomb of Hyacihthus is in the temple of Apollo, 
under the ftatue of that god, the bafe of which 
is in form of an altar, adorned with baft-reliefs 
of Ceres, Proferpine, and Pluto, attended by 
the Parcae and the Hours. After thefc, Venus, 
Diana, and Minerva are reprefented as carrying 
Hyacinthus to heaven, together with his filler 
Polybcea, who is faid to have died a virgin. On 
the day of this folemnity the priefts, before they 
facrifice to Apollo, open a fmall brazen gate on 
the left fide of this altar*. On thefe occafions all 
the inhabitants of Lacedaemon crowd to Amy. 
eke, and leave Sparta almoft a defer t. During 
three days facrifices are offered to Hyacin- 
thus. The firft is a day of mourning and 
fadnefs for the death of that beautiful youth. 
No chaplets are worn at dinner; cakes arc 
eaten in lieu of bread ; no finging is permit- 
ted, qor any paeans performed in honour of 
Apollo. Every accuftomed ceremony and what- 
ever could give birth to ideas of mirth and 
gaiety, are laid afidc. The people eat their 
frugal meals in filence, and the guefts return 
home with dejefted countenances. 

u But on the fecond day, as foon as the dawn 
appears, joy and plcafure again fmile upon the 

• The following account is corre&ed by that of Athe- 
n*us. The description of the third day Teems to be an in-, 
ftrenceffonunexpreffion of that writer. T. N. 

earth, 
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earth, and various (hews are exhibited, at whfcfa 
the meft diftinguilhcd perfonages are preienft 
Youtlis, with their garments girt about them, 
entertained the fpe&ators by playing fome- 
times on the flute, fometimes on the ci- 
thara, and by finging in honour of Apollo 
in anapseftic numbers and flirill acute founds. 
Other youths, who were fc&ive and well 
made, paffed over the ftage mounted on very 
fine horfes richly caparifoned, parading and 
curveting before the audience. At the fame 
time came other chorufes of youths, who fang 
fometimes in union, fometimes alternately verfes 
adapted to the occafion. With thefe were 
mingled dancers who performed fome ancient 
dances to the flute and vocal mufic. In the 
midft of thefe fports came a number of virgins 
full of gaiety and fmiles, and refembling the 
nymphs of DUna. Some were in cars ot 
chariots covered at the top, and magnifi* 
cently adorned; while others armed like war- 
riors rode race-chariots. Thefe (hews being 
finifhed, immenfe numbers of vi&ims were im- 
molated on the altars of Apollo j the whole town 
was full of mirth, feftivity, and pleafure ; the 
inhabitants gave feafts to their acquaintance and 
to their flaves; aqd wine, good chear, the 
laugh, the jeft, and jovial fongs enlivened the 
gucfts and intoxicated them with joy. Thefe 

feafts 
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fca(b concluded the amufement* of the day. 
£Jext morning the city afiumed a new face.-*— 
Silence and fadnels fucceeded to the clamours of 
conviviality, and the death, of the beautiful and 
unfortunate Hyacinthus was again deplored." 
* This ftpry engaged us till fupper. When 
yfc fat down to table I obferved that one place 
was left vacant, which I readily concluded was 
that of Diodes. Of this I took notice to the 
children. " Yes," faid Philotas, " that place 
yifill never be filled. 'Tis an homage due to 
our worthy father ; and befides we are defirous 
to keep up an illufion, which contributes to 
make us happy. We almoft fancy him ftill with 
ys, addrefs ourfelves to him, and fondly imagine 
he liftens to us and takes pleafure in our con* 
verfation." Our meal began with libations, 
Philotas poured fome milk on the fire in honowr 
of his houfehold gods, and at the conclufion 
burnt half a pigeon, which he had referved for 
that purpofe, in hpnour of the good genius of 
Diodes, and the Dii manes. I now in- 
quired after Archias the merry madman, whofe 
mind love had deranged. Philotas . fmiled at 
my queftion, and faid, cc You remind me alfo of 
my own folly ; for who is without his fliare. 
But mine is paft while that of Archias is daily 
growing worfe. , ,- 

• ' « He 
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€€ He lately, faw a young woman on her wed* 
ding day enter the temple of Juno, together with 
the bridegroom, attended by her family and the 
accuftomed pomp of tha t happy ceremony. The 
unfortunate Archias no fooner beheld her than 
he became deeply enamoured of her charms. He 
drew near her, placed himfelf by her fide, and 
when the prieft took the bridegroom's hand to 
put it in that of the bride, Archias prefented 
his, and it was with great difficulty he was pre* 
vented from fcizing the hand of the betrothed. 
His head is ftill bewildered with this beauti- 
ful woman, whofe hufband he believes himfelf 
to be, and whofe name is Myrtho. When fhc 
left the temple he followed her nurfe, dancing 
and finging an epithalamium on the occafion. 
You know the veneration we Greeks pay to 
madmen, who arc generally thought to be in- 
ipired by the divinity*. Averfe, therefore, to 
contradicting him, the company fuffered him to 
take his place at the table. He now fparkled 
with joy, and was all animation at being pofleffed 
of fo beautiful a wife. His eyes, his converfa- 
tion, his geftures, and his tranfports, all fhewed 
the delirium both of his heart and head. By 
turns he excited the laughter, the pity, the 

f The Turks alfo refpett madmen and entertain the fame 
prejudice. 

angcr> 
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anger* and the indulgence of the company. But 
towards the coiiclufion of the feaft the affair 
became more feriousj for Archias was urgent 
to take his fuppofed wife away with him. He 
fwore (he was his ; that he had married her, and 
that he would pafs the night with her ; and it 
was with great difficulty he could be reftrained, 
or that Myrtho could be refcued from his arms. 
Perceiving he could not carry her off, he went 
to take poffeffion of the "bridal-chamber, where 
the nuptial torch was burning *. He, had already 
thrown off his cloak and was taking off his tunicf 
when the bride and bridegroom arrived. It was 
impoflible to make him underftand that he was 
in an error, for he cried out, c That he had mar- 
ried Myrtho, and that he had a right to fleep 
with his wife/ Unwilling to employ force, the 
family had recourfe to artifice. Myrtho dif- 
appeared, and Archias was informed flie was gone 
to his houfe, and was 1 waiting for him; they 
added, that they were about to carry thither the 
nuptial torch, which accordingly was imme- 

* As foon as the new married couple entered the bridal- 
chamber their friends came to take away the nuptial torch, 
left the bride, after having extinguifhed it, fhouJd lay it 
under the bed, or left the hufband fhould leave it burning on 
fome fepulchre, which would prog noftic ate the fpeedy death 
of one or other of the parties. 

f The Greeks ufually flept naked. 

vol. in. c c diatcly 
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diately, taken away; and upon this Archias wcntr 
home." I was much entertained with this ad- 
venture, although I lamented the fate of the 
unfortunate madman. 

Next morning the whole family arofe at the 
dawn of day, and we took a tender far^wel of 
each other. I arrived the fame day at Thebes, 
where Phanor expected me with impatience, 
and reproved m? for my delay. We fixed our 
departure for the feco^d .morning after our meet- 
ing, and I availed myfelf of thia fhort interval 
to pay a vifit to fome of the temples with which 
the city is adorned. In that of Hercules is a, 
ftatue of the demi-god of white marble, and on 
the deling his twelve labours are fculptured by 
Praxiteles. Near the gate Homoloidts, on a 
hill, is the temple of Apollo Ifmenius, lb named 
from the river Ifmenias which runs near it. 
The Thebans annually elcdt a youth of good 
family, pleafing countenance, and handfome 
perfon, to a<Sl as the prieft of this god. This 
youth is called the laurel- bearer, becaufe he 
wears a crown of laurel on his head, and the 
laurel-bearers who are rich, generally offer to 
Apollo a tripod of bronze. At the entrance of 
the temple is a Minerva by Scopas, and a Mer- 
cury by Phidias, and a few paces higher up is a 

fountain. 
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Fountain confccratcd to Mars, which he formerly 
fct a dragon to guard. 

The theatre is near the gate Prcetides, and not 
far from that edifice, on a fmall eminence, the 
tomb of Amphion and Zethus, furrounded with 
ftones that are neither cut nor polifiied. It is 
pretended thefe are fome of the ftones which 
obeyed the found of Amphion's lyre. 

I now requefted Phanor to conduft me to the 
tomb of Pindar, that prince of lyric poets, who, 
hotwitinftanding the prejudice of the Greeks 
againft The bans*, ranks next to Hortier : for he 
unites foblimity of fentiment, grandeur of ex- 
greflion, and magnificence of ftyle, boldncfs of 
metaphor, and harmony of verfification, with 
the moft rich and beautiful imagery. On the 
way Phanor related fome anecdotes of this fa- 
roarite of the mufes, who learned the art of 
making verfes from a woman named Myrtis. 
It is laid, that travelling one fummer day, 
when very young, and overcome with fatigue 
and heat, he lay down beneath the (hade of a 
fpreading tree and fell afleep, when a fwarm of 
bees fettled on his lips and left a honeycomb 
there, which was confidered as a prognoftic of 
the future (weetnefs of his poetry. His feme 
was foon fpread all over Greece, and a Pythian 

• Boeotom in craflb jurarcs aere natum. Hon. 

cc 2 oracle 
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oracle raifcd his glory ftill higher, by ordering 
the inhabitants of Delphi to prefent him with 
half the firft fruits they annually offered to 
Apollo. This great poet, however, was five 
times vanquifhed at the olympian games by the 
celebrated Corinna, but fhe owed her vi&ories 
much more to the beauty of 'her pcrfon than the 
harmony of her lyre. 

'Twas not the.mufe, but Venus, gained the palm. 

Pindar, who like mod poets, was very irafcible *, 
revenged himfelf upon her by epigrams and 
farcafms. Shortly before he died he is faid to 
have had a vifion, in which Proferpine appeared 
to him and complained that fhe was the only 
deity whom he had not celebrated in his poems, 
adding, " but I fhall have my turn when you 
come into my power." It is afferted that ten 
days after this dream he died fuddenly at the 
theatre. At that time there lived at Thebes a 
venerable old woman, his relation, who per- 
formed his odes with great tafte and expreffion. 
One night the poet appeared to this woman in 
her deep, and fang a hymn which he faid he 
had juft compofed in honour of Proferpine, and 
which, when fhe awoke fhe remembered and 
committed to writing, Pindar, although the 

* Genus irritabile vatum. Hqr. 

glory 
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glory of his country, was condemned to a con- 
fiderable fine, for faying in one of his odes, 
€€ That Athens was the chief fupport of 
Greece*." The Athenians, however, gave him 
twice the amount of the fine, and have fince 
placed his ftatue before the temple of Mars, near 
thofe of Harmodius and Ariftogiton. 

During this ftory we paffed the gate Prcetides, 
and arrived at the foot of the ftadium that leads to 
the tomb of Pindar, This ftadium f is formed 
into a terrace, at the end of which we turned to the 
right and entered the horfe-courfe. The tomb 
is in the middle of the lifts : its ftyle is fimple, 
and it is overlhadowed by four cyprefles, one 
being placed at each angle. Two funeral mo- 
numents adorn its fides. On the one is fculp- 
tured in demi- relief a lyre, over which is a 
crown of laurel, and on the other the infant 
Pindar fleeping, with a fwarm of bees on his lip, 
and others on the wing around him. We 
ftrewed flowers on his tomb, called thrice upon 
his fhade, repeated his fecond Olympic ode, 
wherein he draws fo elegant and fmiliqg a picture 
of the Fortunate Iflands, and as we went away 
commended him to the Dii Manes. 

* This ode is not extant. 

f The places where the athletic exercifes are performed, 
were called ftadia, and fometimes formed a part of the 
gymnafiat T. N. 

c c 3 The 
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The amorous Phanor would not permit me 
to lengthen my day at Thebes*, and we let off 
the. following morning as foon as die bird of 
Mars f had ufihered in the day. We travelled 
with all poffible expedition, and embarked as 
foon as we arrived at Oropus. During our 
voyage contrary winds often irritated the im- 
patience of Phanor, who promifed to offer z 
heifer with gilt horns to Neptune, and an ox to 
Thetis, if they would accelerate our arrival. 
He alfo invoked Nereus, the fifty Nereids his 
daughters, and Caftor and Pollux the tutelary 
gods of failors. Thefe prayers and vows, how- 
ever, did not reach thofe deities, for although 
we had excellent rowers and were on board a 
good triremis, we did not land at Smyrna tiJl 
after the new moon, when we immediately took 

• This city is now called Thive or Thine, and occupies 
the fpot where the citadel formerly flood, being built on an 
eminence about a league in circumference : but is now a very 
inconfiderable place. There is alfo another place of nearly 
the fame name. Tine, once the ancient ifland of Tenos, 
of which the Malmfey wine is in high eftimation. Fr. Ed. 
Others fay Thebes was the prefent Stives, Ceilarios — T. N. 
f Afe&ryon, a foldier under Mars, being Rationed by him 
at the door, during his amours with Venus, fell afkep ; m 
confequence of which Apollo came and difcovered the lovers* 
who were expofed by Vulcan in each others arms before all 
the gods. At this Mars was fa incenfed that he changed 
Ale&ryon into a cock, who (toll remembering his former 
neglecl daily announces the approach of the fun. 

horfes 
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horfes and fpeedily arrived in the delightful 
country of the Safclians. What a pure and 
lively joy we now experienced ! how the heart 
of fhe promifcd bridegroom palpitated with ex- 
pectation, efpedally vtfhen we entered the happy 
kbode of the lovely Athena'is. We pgfled Un- 
noticed into the garden, ^htre we found Arif- 
tides alone, and embraced him with all the 
cordiality of friendfhip, while he eapreffed equal 
fatisfa&ion at our return. After thefe flrft falu- 
tations he concealed as behind fome trees to fur- 
prize Athenais. Here we had fcarcely taken out 
flatten when fhe accidentally appeared. Athe- 
hais afterwards afltired us, a fenfation, for Which 
(he could not account, having awakened a pre- 
fentiitoerft of fome happy event, had Compelled 
her to quit her ftudy and walk in the garden. 
Her grandfather accofted her, faying, " I do 
not think otir friend Phanor will arrive very 
Toon."—" If fa," replied fhe, " k will not be 
his fault, for I have no doubt of his eagernefs to 
return." — " And (hould he delay much longier," 
replied Ariftides, " will you forgive him ?"— 
"No," faid (he, "not if it arife from neg- 
ligence j but (hould important affairs detain him, 
you have accuftomed me to patience and dis- 
appointment, and I (hall not complain."—" You 
know," returned her grandfather, " that we arc 
c c 4 more 



I 
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more tormented by apprehenfions than realities, 
and that moft of the evils and bleffings of lift 
depend on opinion. Thus to render yourfelf 
happy only imagine he is here/' — " Who ? Pha- 
nor/' cried (he.— " Yes," faid Ariftides, " what 
would you fay were he now prcfent ?" — " O ! 
I fhould fcold hitn for not (hewing himfelf." 
At thefe words Phanor fprang forward and flung 
himfelf at her feet, overcome with fenfibility and 
emotion. 

This affe&ing meeting bedewed their cheeks 
with tears ; when Phaloe being called, aflced, 
u Whether we had alfo brought her a hu(band?" 
Phanor .affured her he had one ready for her at 
Thebes, an amiable relation of his, who was 
worthy of her affedtion, and waited with im- 
patience for her arrival. 

Two days after the nuptials were celebrated, 
and Athenais, according to the cuftom of 
Greece, carried a facred baflcet to the temple 
of Diana, as an offering to the goddefs for the 
facrifice of her virginity. 

No language can pourtray the happinefs of 
this youthful couple. That foft rapture of the 
foul, that mutual tendernefs of affe&ion which 
afford a bright affurance of happinefs for the 
future, and of always living for each other, fill 
us with delight, inebriate us with pleafure, and 

6 enable 
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enable us to taftc upon earth the pure and celeftiai 
felicity which the gods are faid to enjoy. 

When Ariftides took a final leave of this 
happy retreat, which he called his Amaltheunv 
tears flowed down his cheeks, and with deep 
regret he left the groves his hands had planted. 

When the Athenians heard, this juft but un- 
fortunate man, whom they had long imagined 
to be dead, was at Thebes, their joy and gene- 
rofity at once burft forth. He was recalled by 
! the general voice of the people, his fine annulled, 
and the Prytanes gave each of the fitters a 
dowry of three thoufand drachmas *. Ariftides 
did not, however, long enjoy the return of good 
fortune : for, whether through change of climate 
or excefiive joy, he was feized in the month of 
Boedromion f with a fudden weaknefs as he rofe 
from table j when, perceiving that his end ap- 
proached, he affembled his children, and faid to 
them, €C Beftow not tears, libations, and funeral 
ceremonies on my grave. 'Tis by our virtues 
that we fhould honour the aflies of our parents." 
He expired foon after, faying, " I am about to 
take a long deep/' 

Alcibiades ordered his remains to be buried at 
the port of Phalerum, where the Athenians 



* About a hundred pounds flerling. 
t September. 
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railed a monument to his memory, and ex- 
tended their generality to the defendants of 
this great man. 

Phaloe married a young Theban, a relation of 
Phanor's, with whom fhe was perfe&ly happy, 
and with this amiable couple I lived all the ex- 
piration of the year fixed by Lafthenia for my 
marriage with Tekfilla. 



\ 
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CHAP. cxyi. 

Anterior 9 s marriage with Teleftlla. Defcripfion of 
Lajihenia when old; her death. 

Touring my abfence the beauty of Telefilla 
**** had been daily encreafing and unfolding. 
Her countenance had grown more animated, 
her eyes fpoke a more expreflive language, her 
improving talents gave her features a fuperior 
caft of beauty, her amiable modefty and timidity 
tempered the vivacity of her difpofition, her 
mind had become enriched with the mod plead- 
ing and folid treafures of fcience, her diftion was 
as pure as that of the firft orator of Athens, and 
her voice, which was now completely formed, 
yielded the fweeteft and mod melodious tones. 
I married her within a decade after my arrival, and 
with her drank deep of the cup of felicity. I then 
more than ever felt that notwithftanding the 
delufive fyftem of fome philofophers, happinefs 
conGfts rather in the affe&ions of the heart and 
the exercife of our intelledlual powers than in 
mere fenfual enjoyments. For thefe myft ne- 
ceffarily be momentary, or if they are not pro- 
portioned 
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portioned to the wcaknefs of our frames, fatigue 
and deftroy the ftrongeft conftitution, and bring 
on difeafes and death. But the pleafures of the 
mind and of the heart may be tailed at all times 
and at all hours. They accompany us every- 
where, in the country and in town, in fbli- 
tude and in fociety : in a word, they embellilh 
the whole of our exiftence. 

Lafthenia paffed a healthy and robuft old age. 
In her fixtieth year fhe ftill continued her ac- 
cuftomed walks and exercifes, and purfued her 
ftudies with unabated ardour. When Ihe was 
told this affiduity might prove injurious to her 
health, lhe replied, " 'Tis better to wear our- 
felves out than grow rufty." Her countenance ? 
however, had fuffered fo little alteration, that 
the young people cultivated her fociety with as 
much eagernefs as had it been enhanced by the 
mod blooming youth and beauty. A young 
man of one of the beft families in Athens be- 
coming enamoured with her, and eagerly fo- 
liciting her hand, Lafthenia replied, that fh$ 
would give him an anfwer the next day, when 
fhe changed her drefs, in which (he always exhi- 
biteda union of tafte and neatnefs, faying, <c That 
it was neccflary to hide the deformity "of old 
age." She now drefled herfelf like a woman 
of her own years, her tunic was of a dull 
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grey** her mantua of courfe dark-coloured 
cloth, and the edge of her robe adorned with 
woollen fringe inftead of gold and filver. She 
concealed her hair, which was ftill very fine, and 
leaning on a ftick received in this attitude her 
youthful lover. He no fooncr beheld her than 
he drew back in fpeechlefs amazement. I was 
myfelf a witnefs to this fcene. Lafthenia ad- 
vanced towards him and afked . him to conduft 
her to the temple, adding, " That (he was drefled 
in her wedding clothes, and in a manner fuited 
to her age." Upon this the young man pe'r- 
ceived the abfurdity of his paflion,and renounced, 
though with great reluctance, his amorous 
folicitations. 

At feventy years of age fhe learned ma- 
thematics, and made a confiderable progrefs 
in that branch of fcience. One day being 
complimented for the tranquillity and hap- 

* The Greeks had only two forts of drefe either for 
men or women ; the tunic and the cloak : the tunic was 
the under-drefs correfponding with our fhirts, and the cloak 
was worn over it. The former was of linen or cotton; 
that of the woman trailed upon the ground, was fattened upon 
the bofom with a clafp, and the edges were adorned with 
fringe in the form of feftoons. The fringe ufed by the 
common people was of wool, that worn by the rich of gold 
or filver. Women of quality wore above their other drefs a 
veil or mantua that trailed upon the ground, and was fattened 
with a dafp of gold. 

pinefs 
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pincfe (be enjoyed in old age, of which the proP 
peflr and approach excites fo much horror in the 
, majority of mankind, f< It arifes/* faid (he, 
•• from my having employed the firft part of 
my life in rendering the laft happy;" In ffirort, 
fill the day of her death, which happened when 
eighty-five years old, (he purfued very nearly 
the fame plan of life which (he had* adopted at 
the age of thirty* Thus (he might fay (he had 
Ived whole and entire to the laft, having palled 
this long period without experiencing any illnefe 
of importance* 

This amiable female philofopher had a fingu- 
lar prefentiment of her approaching dtffolution. 
The incredulous laugh at thefe warnings, which 
excite the wonder and the doubts of the wife, 
who perceive they are fo little capable of pene- 
trating the myftery of caufes > that they are 
obliged to fubmit their reafbn to the reality of 
effe&s. Three days previous to her death (he 
fent for me. Her health had not then received 
any violent (hock, and (he declined like the 
clear brilliancy of the fun defcending from his 
meridian altitude. She laid to me, in a calm 
and ferene tone of voice, cc I have been labour- 
ing all this porning to arrange this heap of 
writings, which would be ufelefs to pofterity, but 
which, by employing and inftru&ing me, have 

blunted 
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blunted all the thorns of life* Here are three 
manufcripts which I confide to your care, and 
which you may make public if they defcrve it. 
The firft is a tragedy, the fecond a treatife oa 
happinefs, and the third a political work which 
has employed me during forty years. Its objeffc 
Js to inquire what government is beft adapted 
to the nature of man. The art of procuring 
to fociety the greateft poffible degree of happi- 
nefs is one of the mod important branches of 
moral philofophy. You will perceive I do not 
incline to democracy, or the government of 
the mob ; for that, in fa&, is but anarchy deco- 
rated with the fplendid name of liberty. All 
thefe petty republics will foon be merged in the 
vaft empires of defpotifm. I have heard the 
wife Anacharfis fay, many years ago, that at 
Athens the wife are obliged to confult fools. In 
my opinion the beft government is that where 
the means employed are molt fimple, and the 
wheels of the machine leaft complicated. When 
the people choofe their magiftrates, their choice 
is almpft always bad, except in cafes of immi- 
nent danger. Demagogues and men of am- 
bitious intrigue lead them whither they pleafe ; 
while the honeft, the upright, and the wife dif- 
dain to folicit the fuffrages of a capricious and 
ignorant mob. The head of the common 

people 
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people is too empty to comprehend the nature 
of liberty, which is a kind of food which they are 
unable to digeft, and render falutary to focicty 
at large. But I refer you to my work. All the 
reft of my papers are condemned to the flames, 
and will be this day deftroyed."— " And why/* 
cried I, * c will you treat them fo unjuftly ? 

Wait till "— « My dear friend," faid (he, 

<c my laft hour approaches s Death (lands, as it 
were, behind me, and in three days your Laf- 
thenia will repofe with her anceftors. Whether 
it be a prefentiment of my own, or whether our 
fouls derive fome notion of futurity from the 
deity of whom they are emanations, I feel that 
my death is certain. I have a fecret, which I 
muft confide to you alone. Laft night, as I 
was reading and reflefting, my genius fuddenly 
appeared to me with a mournful air, wearing no 
chaplet of flowers, and his head covered with a 
veil. I (huddered at the fight, and rofe from my 
feat, but it had vanifhed. 

" From that time an internal admonition 
warns me that my difiolution will take place in 
three days. But conceal it from all the houfe; 
for they love me, and I would not unncceflarily 
afflidt them. Their grief and their tears would 
fhake my firmnefs and deprefs my conftancy." 
To this fpeech 1 liftened with a mixture of afto- 

nifliment 
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nifliment and terror ; and though I knew Ihc 
always had the weaknefs and inconfiftency fo 
natural to the human heart, to believe in the 
exiftence of genii, I endeavoured to combat this 
apparition, reminded her of the maxims of her 
philofophy, and told her (he might (till live many, 
many years. <c My friend," faid (he, " do not 
truft to a lamp that is going out." Having fa\d 
this, (he continued to burn her papers, Struck, 
' in fpite of myfelf, with this precaution, I watched 
her proceedings during the reft of the day, and 
noticed her countenance, her words, and the 
a&ion of her mind. She appeared perfe&ly 
calm, and her countenance was ferene. I only 
perceived that, without the lead affe&ation, (he 
fet her affairs in order, (hunned that folitude of 
which fhe was generally fo fond, feemed more 
defirous than ever of the company of her fitter 
and myfelf, , and treated us with uncommon af- 
fection. 

The next day (he did not appear. Having 
fought her fome time, I found her in the cyprefs- 
grove, fitting befide an urn intended for her 
aihes. She had a book in her hand, and feemed . 
profoundly loft in thought, " What arc you doing 
here," faid I, " thus penfive and folitary ?"— " I 
was reading," faid (he, " that immortal work of 
Plato, his celebrated Phasdonj which contains 
vol. in. dd the 
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the dialogues of Socrates with Death. This 
work confirms me in my opinion of the immor- 
tality of the foul ; and the fublime fcene of that 
philofopher's death reconciles me to the awful 
change. I feem to be prefent with him in his 
prifon, when the fatal cup arrives, and So- 
crates, addreffing a prayer to heaven, receives 
it, and drinks the poifon. Methinks I hear 
the cries and lamentations of his friends, while 
he, with a tranquil countenance, reproaches 
them with their weaknefs. Methinks I fee him 
walking to and fro, waiting for the attack of 
Death, laying himfelf down on his bed becaufe 
his legs grow' ftiff, while the fatal effe&s of the 
poifon extend ever the reft of his body, and by 
degrees paralyfe his frame. A (lave touches hi* 
feet, but they are infenfible. At length he takes 
his lad farewelof his friends, whom he leaves, as 
it were, defolate and forlorn upon the earth.— I 
hope my death will be equally peaceful and 
happy." She added, " I have been amufing 
myfelf with writing my epitaph, whicH you will 
foon inferibe upon this urn : for to you I leave 
that pious office. It is as follows : 

Thefelifelefs afhes, once Lafthenia nam'd, 
Lov'd virtue, and at generous attions aim'd." 

" What !" cried I ; « ftill thefe melancholy 
thoughts ! How is it poffible to unite fuch 

' . ftrengtb 
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ftrength of mind and fuch weak credulity ?" — 
cc My friend," faid (he, cc Nature demands of 
me what (he has lent, I have no fear of Death : 
I have long been prepared for his attack. But 
he is now before my eyes and in my thoughts, 
and envelopes me in his (hades : yet I contem- 
plate him without dreading his approach ; and 
you will foon learn whether this prefentiment is 
a notice from heaven, or the phantom of a weak 
and fuperftitious mind." She paffed the re- 
mainder of the day with us and fome other 
friends, without (hewing the leaft deje&ion of 
mind, though (he frequently directed the con* 
Verfation towards the nature of the foul, its im- 
materiality, and the opinions of philofophers 
relative to its future 6xiftence. U Where," faid 
(he, " was the foul before its union with mat- 
ter ? What is it about in the interval of deep, 
or when the body is under the influence of le- 
thargy ? Why is it fo weak in infancy ? Why 
does it decay in old age ?" It was eafy to per- 
ceive (he was defirous of furviving her mortal 
frame, and was endeavouring to enlighten her 
mind with the difcoveries of philofophers, in 
order to fupport her own opinion by theirs *. 

* An Englifti lady having read the celebrated work of 
Sherlock on Death, hanged herfelf in her chamber, having 
written the following line upon the chimney : 

" Sherlock, I die to clear thefe racking doubts." 

d d 2 And 
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On the third day, which, according to her 
prcfentiment, was to be the fatal limit of her 
career, I haftened to her chamber as foon as (he 
had rifen, and perceived in her countenance 
/omewhat lefs tranquillity than ufiial. i She con- 
fcffcd that fhe awoke with an oppreffioh upon 
v her fpirits, arifing from the refledlion that this 
was the laft day of her exiftcnce,and that (he could 
not caft her eyes on the objedts round her, ob- 
jects which fhe was about to quit for ever, without 
fihedding tears : cc But,'* added fhe, chearing up 
and fmiling, " you muft forgive me this weak- 
ncfs; 'tis my laft figh for departing life."—- 



And the widdw of John Sheffylde, Duke of Buckingham, 
in the epitaph engraved on her hufbaud's monument in Weft* 
minder Abbey, makes him fay, 

Dubius fed non improbus vixi ; 
' Jncertus morior, non perturbatus : 
Human um eft nefcire et errare. 

Deo confido 
Omnipotent benevolentiffimo. 
Ens entium ! miferere mei ! 

Though doubting all beyond this world of ilrife, 
And Tinging oft, not vicious was my life. 
Hence undifmay'd I meet the fatal blow; 
*Tis man's to err in darknefs here below. 
Oh ! firft and belt of Beings ! wife and juft ! 
Have mercy, for in thee alone I truil ! 



cc 
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fc Do you not perceive/' faid I, " that the day 
is advancing rapidly, and yet you are as well as 
you were yefterday ?"— " Many important 
events," returned (he, " may happen before it 
clofes." Having invited feveral of her moft 
intimate friends to dinner, Ihe ordered a great 
entertainment, and did the honours with her ac- 
cuftomed gracefulnefs and eafe. Her mind 
feemed to (hine with renovated brilliancy, and 
ihe charmed and fafcinated all the company. 
Alas ! it was the farewel luft of expiring 
beauty ! 

After fupper (he had a concert"; and when 
this was over, and no one remained but the 
people of the houfe, (he felt a fudden (hivering, 
caufed a fire to be lighted, and afked me to look 
for her Anacreon, and read her fome of her 
favourite odes. As I proceeded, (he made fre- 
quent reflexions on the (hortnefs of human life, 
to which that philofophical poet fo frequently al- 
ludes. " Yes," faid (he, " life is like a flafh of 
lightning: yet it is now eighty-five years fince 
a fmall mafs of matter, after v an eternity of in- 
ertnefs, became animated ; and that mafs was 
xnyfelf. But for what purpofe have I been 
placed upon this globe ? Why has the deity, 
whether a beneficent being, or Indifferent to 
jnankind, created jbc one moment to deftroy 
d d 3 me 
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me the next ? What is now become of thofe days, 
and months, and hours which have fo frequently 
been irkfome to me, and for whofe more rapid 
flight I have often languifhed? They are all 
now, alas ! merged and loft in the abyfs of time. 
. Even Time itfelf fhall perifh ! I am now 
about to give an account of my life and aftions to 
that Being who creates, and deftroys by the 
energy of thought. On his goodnefs I implicitly 
rely s for I have neither been acquainted with 
vice, nor harboured hatred in my mind, and 
have done -good whenever it was in my power. 
.—But proceed with Anacreon." Some time 
after fl>e flopped me, faying, " That paflage of 
Anacreon brings to my mind an impromptu of 
Ariftfppus, which he' made at a fupper-party 
about fixty years ago : 

Let's enjoy the paffing day, 

And when Tyrant Death (hail come. 

Love with flowers drew the way, 
Smiling Pleafure deck the tomb." 

Scarcely had (he pronounced thelaft of thefe 
verfes when (he fuddenly fell into my arms. 
At this { was greatly alarmed, and called re- 
peatedly upon her name, but (he was no more. 

Thus died this adorable woman, whofe mo- 
de fty and philofophy alone prevented her fame 
from being univerfally fprcad abroad. She not 

only 
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only equalled Leontium and Afpafia in the bril- 
liancy of her talents and che charms of her per* 
ion, but fhe excelled them by adding to thefe 
attradtions that philofophy of the heart to which 
they were ftrangers. TT.ofe women were philofo- 
phers in theory, or perhaps through vanity, but 
Lafthenia was fuch in reality and through na- 
tural inclination, without effort or oftentation, 
and even without being aware that (he deferred 
the title. Yet they have been celebrated 
by pofterity ; while Lafthenia's name has only 
furvived in the memory of her friends, and will 
perhaps be forgotten when thefe are no more: 
happy if the tribute of praife and gratitude which 
I this day pay her may hereafter procure her 
that efteem and admiration which lhe fo juftly 
obtained from all who had the good fortune to 
know her *. 

Her 

* This admirable woman had from her youth ftudied the 
principles of moral philofophy, and formed maxims for the 
regulation of her cond ud. The following are fome of thofe I 
found among her papers : 

Not to facrifice her happinefs to the augmentation of her 
fortune, but to economize her property, and enjoy it. 

To eftimate the pleafures of the mind and of the heart far 
above fenfual enjoyments. 

To be very indulgent to mankind ; to conferbenefits with, 
out motives of intereft or the expectation of gratitude, but 
from a fenfe of dutj^ and the pleafure fhe derived from it: 

always 
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Her death threw me into the deepeft melan- 
choly, which, though time has fomewhat 
foothed, it never can difpcl, I had loft Pha- 
nor and his wife many years before ; nor did 
my wife long furvive her lifter ; and the two 
children (he brought me died before the age of 



always to refpeft their prejudices in public, but not to adopt 
their opinions till (he had maturely examined them. 

To make her confeience her umpire between herfelf and 
mankind. 

Not to pafs a (ingle day without devoting a portion of 
her time to (ludy ; for they who do not advance, go back* 
ward. 

To prefer duty to pleafure, and pleafure to fame. 

Never to fet her own felf-love in oppofition with that of 
others. 

To enhance the value of repofe by fatigue, and of enjoy- 
ment by privation.. 

To fpend more of her time in the country than in town, in 
retirement than in the world. 

To think but little of death, fince it is a melancholy and 
ofelefs thought, and will not teach how to die; but to 
grow old betimes, and prepare refources and enjoyments for 
the winter of life ; fince old age is long, and death but 
momentary. 

Tooppofe (lander byredlitude, malevolence by mildnefs, 
and ingratitude by the oblivion of the benefits (he had con- 
ferred. 

Sometimes to limit her wants, in order to relieve the in* 
digent. 

To prefer a good character to celebrity, and virtue to 
talents. 



puberty. 
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puberty. Thus, like Deucalion and Pyrrha, 
I am infulated upon the earth, furrounded with 
ruins and the afhes of my friends, and fatigued 
with a longevity which furvives every thing that 
rendered life dcfirable. Robbed of every 
objeft ofattachment, and deftitute of the foft*<en- 
joymerits of fympathy, I feem to wander among 
unfubftantial ihadows, and to me the earth is 
become an unvaried and uninterefting defers 



THE END. 



errata; 

VOL. I. 

Page 6. line 14. for fitting rtad bufinefs of the day 
. 1 1. — 5. for X an the* read Xanthus 

14. note, for among them read among the Greeks 

18. for gout read ftrangury 

15. — 7. for and the wifdom read and flows from the wifdont 

16. — %t. dele that 

jg. — 6. for pleafe her read gain her heart 
26 — 15, and p. 27. penult for Parthenion read Parthenon 
33.— 1*. for Axiothes ran/ Axiotea 
x 52. — 16. for friendfhip /W Friendship 

73. — 12 . add Fr. Ed. and at the end of the note add T. N. 
2 36. note, /or near read nearl. ; and for ftadium read Graecian ftadium $ 
*/4 to note, The Roman^adium, which the authors of the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory feem to h.ive applied to the Hiftory of Greece, 
was 604 feet 4| inches. Of thefe 8J exceed a mile by iz feet 
7 £ inches 5 and thofe writers reckon 8 ftadia to the mile. Of 
the Grecian ftadium, 10 468401, or about 10 J, make a mile* 
T.N. 
210. — antepenult, for fituation read attitude 
3t32. — 10. note, for cotemporarics read contemporaries; andfirln* 

conteftibly read i n con t eft ably 
Z-2S' dd e the note, and read T he Baptae were priefts of Coty rto a Thra- 
cian (trumpet, worshipped as the Goddefsof Lafcivioufnt& 
a 74. — 17. deie of the circle 
321. — ult. for Loifa read Lou'ifa 
348. end offirfi note add T. N. 

VOL. U. 

79. — 4. note, add Fr. Ed. and at the end T. N. 

89. — antepenult, for practical rau/pra&ifed 

92. — 1. »<**, ./or was rW mould be 
302. — »//. yor r«duce rw</ reduced 
336. — penult, for on rra^ over 

VOL. III. 

40. — uh. for Mytilla ;WMylitra 

48. — for lines 17, 18, and 19. r**</ Nais let me dill carets, 

Whom another foon fhall,prefs. 
Yes, for who the dead can love ? 
88. — 19. and p. 90. antepenult, for the Genius of the place read 

Good Genius 
1 01. — ult. for cities read fome other cfries 
195. — 12. for ft rong read fond 
2 59. £/W<r Epicurus rtof " Happinefs confifts in intellectual 

pleafure, and is inseparable from virtue." 
328. — antepenult, for is now ran/ which is 
385. note *, dele the four laji lines 



NEW PUBLICATIONS printed for T. N. 
Longman and O. Rees, Paternofter-Row. 

I. T 7 IE W OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE during 
V the Reign of CATHARINE the SECOND, and 
to the Clofe of the prefent Century, &c. &c. Containing 
an accurate befcription of the Government, Manners, Cuf* 
torus, Religion, Extent, Boundaries, Soil, Climate, Pro- 
duce, Revenue, Trade, Manufactures, &c. &c.o.f the feveral 
Nations that compofe that extenfive Empire. By WIL- 
LIAM TOOKE, F. R. S. Member of the Imperial Aca- 
demy of Sciences ; and of tHe Free Economical Society 
of St. Peterfbuxg. In Three large Volumes, 8vo. Price 
il. 7s. in Boards. 

2. THE LIFE of CATHARINE II. Empress of 
Russia. The Third Edition, with confiderable Improve- 
ments. In Three Volumes 8vo. Price i 1. 4 s. in Boards. 
Embelliihed with Seven elegant Portraits, and a correct 
Map of Ruffia. 

To the concurrent teftlmonles of all the periodical publications of tafte 
and literature already adduced, we ihall only add, from the European 
Magazine, that the writer of their Review, after delaying his account of 
the Work, in order, to afcertain its authenticity, in the Number for 
November laft, fays: " On the mod indifputable teftimony, and the 
higher! authority, the writer has it now in bis power to declare that 
thefe voluilics, under the modeft and limited title of « The Life of 
Che late Emprefs of Ruffia,* comprife a faithful and impartial Hiirory 
of the Political Tranfa&ions and Public Affairs of the Northern Courts 
of Europe during the Reign of Catharine II.; together with a regular N 
narration of the progrcrnve aggrandizement, civilization, and general 
improvement, of the Ruffian Empire, from the time of Peter the 
Great to that of the death of the late Emprefs in 1796/* 

3. LETTERS, written from various PARTS of the 
CONTINENT; containing a Variety of ANECDOTES 
relative to the prefent State of LITERATURE in GER- 
MANY, and to the celebrated GERMAN LITERATI. 
With an Appendix, in which are included, THREE 
LETTERS of GRAY's, never before publifhed in this 
Country. Translated from the German of FREDERICK 
MATTHISSON, by ANNE PLUMPTRE, TranOator of 
feveral of Kotzebue's PJays. In One Volume Octavo, 
Price 8#. Boards. 

4. LET- 



BOOKS printed fir Longman *WRbes. 

4. LETTERS, written during a RESIDENCE in 
ENGLAND. Tranflated from the French ef HENRY 
ME1STER. Containing many curious Remarks upon 
Englifti Manners and Cuftoms, Government, Climate, 
Literature, Theatres, &c. &c. Together with a Letter 
from the Margravine of Anfpach to the Author. In One 
Volume Octavo, Price 6s. Boards. 

5. LETTERS written during a Residence in SPAIN 
and PORTUGAL. By ROBERT SOUTHEY. Price 
78. in Boards. 

" In the variety of amufement which Mr. Southey has ferved up in 
this Melange, the mind is at iofs on which page nxftly to dwell.-** 
Relying on our author's affurances, we muft think him either a very 
fortunate or a very inquifitive traveller j he cnuft either have been 
vnufually lucky in meeting, fottuitoufly, with adventure and information, 
or have fpent many a weary hour in the refearch ; for not a page occurs, 
that docs not either amufe us by its humour, or inftruft us by a juft train 
•f thoughts happily exprefled." hondth JUvitWy March 1790,. 



In the Prefiy and/peedily will be publijhed, 

1. TRAVELS through the SOUTHERN PROVINCES 
of the RUSSIAN EMPIRE. Tranflated from the original 
German of Profeflbr PALLAS, Counfellor of State to the 
Emperor of Ruffia; Member of the principal Literary 
Sqcieties of Europe, &c.&c By A F.M,WJLLICH,M.I>. 
and STEPHEN PORTER, of Trinity Col lege, Cambridge, 
Efq. In Two Volumes 4to. embellifhed with near one 
hundred coloured Plates and Maps, illuftrative of the Man- 
ners, Drefs, and Cuftoms of the various Tartar Nations, 
and of different Subjects relative to the Natural Hiftory and 
Antiquities of a Tracl of Country extending feveral thou- 
fand Miles in length, and never before defcribed: Price 
about Six Guineas. 

* # * A few Copies of this fplendid Work will be printed 
on fine Royal Paper, with proof Impreffions of the Plates. 

2. A HISTORY of RUSSIA, from the Foundation of 
the MonarchyMmder Rurik to the Accefiion of Catharine II, 
In Two Volumes, 8vb. embellUhed with fixty Heads of th* 
different Tzars. 
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